Series:  AMOS – A Regular Guy Used By God 
Message 12 - “When God Goes Silent” (Amos 8:1-14)

Introduction
Attention (illustration)

Amos 8:11-12 (just post the reference and let them look it up)

Personal Comment:
I have often commented to people over the 25 years I’ve been in ministry that they need to make sure that they have and use real, physical copies of the Bible. I know that the Bible apps, websites, etc. are all very helpful and easy to access. I understand that they are easy to search, by simply typing in a key word or topic. You can even “talk to text” into the search bar, if you like. 
But there is a danger in having all of our books online… Especially our Bibles. At any moment, with the stroke of a key, or a voice command, the person in charge of the digital source files could change every copy at once… without anyone’s knowledge. 
To many of you, this may sound far-fetched… it may sound like I’m being an extremist,… or trying to fear-monger you for some sort of agenda… maybe you think that I’m just paranoid. Well, you could be right…Especially when I come across articles and news stories like these…
1. China re-writes the Bible—Jesus claims to be a sinner, then kills the woman
2. China re-writes the Bible—"you will use it, or else”
3. PETA re-writes the Bible—this is according to their own website
4. WEF proposes AI Bible Re-Write—to create a “correct religion”

IGod’s Silence (Amos 8:11-12)
11 “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord GOD, “when I will send a famine on the land—not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD. 
12 They shall wander from sea to sea, and from north to east; they shall run to and fro, to seek the word of the LORD, but they shall not find it.

--
In 1 Kings 19:12, We see the prophet Elijah, whom God had sent to rebuke the people of the Northern Kingdom of Israel 100 years before Amos. It is in this passage we read the story where God speaks to Elijah in a “still small voice” (as the KJV states it). The ESV translates it as “the sound of a low whisper.” Another translation is “a thin silence.”
What does this mean? I believe that one thing it tells us is that God speaks to us in a way that requires us to pay attention. We must listen with clear intent to focus on His voice, if we wish to hear Him. 
The role of the prophets was to listen for God’s voice and declare it to those who were not listening.

Need
In many ways, this story mimics the journey of the Northern Kingdom of Israel. We’ve been discussing that for almost 3 months now, in this series on the book of Amos. In today’s text, Israel will find that the road to spiritual deafness is paved with ignored warnings. 

Bridging Sentences
Subject/Modifier:
Hearing the voice of God, and the Value of His Word
Textual Idea:
The famine in the land was not a famine of God speaking, but a famine of being able to hear the voice of God. The inability to hear His word. The text outlines the progression that leads to this famine of hearing God.
Sermon Idea:
The same progression happens today. It is possible for you to experience a famine of hearing from God. It may feel like God has gone silent. 
Interrogative: 
What are the reasons for God’s silence in our lives? What are the reasons you don’t hear God’s voice? And what should you do about it?
Transition:
There are four common responses to God’s Word that lead to not hearing from God. 
Body (satisfaction)
Division 1 Statement: Distraction (v.1-3)
Distractions prevent us from focusing on God’s voice in our lives.
Explanation: (read v. 1-3)
· Verses 1-3…
· Contrast their current reality and what God will bring upon them.
· They were going through the motions of life. Their worship had become worthless ritual and emotion. They continued with the forms of worship while they ignored the substance and focus of worship. (v.3) 
· Their way of life, while very religious, was nothing more than a distraction from the voice of God. 
Illustration:
We are easily distracted today. Sometimes all it takes to distract us is a ding from our cell phones. I know that none of you have the problem that I have, but sometimes I get a notification about something important and the next thing I know I’m in some app, youtube video, facebook post, email, etc.… and I realize that I have forgotten what I initially pulled my phone out to check on. We are easily distracted today. 
Argumentation:
Distractions keep us from hearing God’s voice in our lives still today. 
· Believers: Sometimes we allow ourselves to go through the motions and we miss the point of what church is all about. Sometimes we allow church involvement and activity to be a distraction to hearing from God.
· Sometimes, we numb out. We get tired, overworked, or stressed, and we just want to disconnect. So we look for distractions… video games, youtube, facebook, tiktok, candy crush, etc. It’s ok to have a release, but don’t let it be a distraction from hearing God. 
· Distractions keep us from having silence… quiet, uninterrupted opportunities to hear the “still small voice” of God. 
· Sometimes we allow ourselves to get so distracted, so busy with life, so entertained… that we stop taking the time to hear from God and simply ask, “What do you want to say to me, right now… today?”
Application:
Get alone with God
If you don’t make it a non-negotiable part of your day, it will never happen with any consistency. God wants to speak to you. He wants you to spend time with Him, in prayer, in His Word. 
· You need quiet, solitude, distraction-free time
· No cell phones, no kids, no work… just you and God.
· You want to hear God’s voice, get silent and free yourself of distractions. 
· Go for a walk and pray. 
· Just simply say, “I’m listening, God. Speak to me today.”
· Read a verse or passage of Scripture and meditate on it.
· Get up early before everyone else, or stay up after everyone else is in bed. Go to your car. Go to the park. Pick a time and place and just listen for His voice. 
If you don’t set aside some sort of time with Him and make sure that it is distraction free, then you won’t hear His voice often enough to know that it’s Him.
Transition:
If we don’t learn to minimize Distractions it can lead to Duality

Division 2 Statement: Duality (v.4-6)
The Israelites were leading dualistic lives. What I mean by that is that their lives were segregated into the sacred and the non-sacred. 
Explanation: (read v. 4-6)
· People didn’t acknowledge God in their business practices (dishonesty, deceitfulness, price gouging, etc.). v. 4-10—the people have stopped listening to the Lord. They have ignored His voice. 
· How they treated others…They sought their own gain, taking advantage of others. Dishonesty, thievery, deception… all an abomination to the Lord. They observed the monthly New Moon festivals, but they only used it as a means to financial gain… (v.4-6)
· Their morality had become subjective. Rather than seeing God’s commands as authoritative, they lived as if they were suggestions to pick and choose from. God’s commands could be applied when convenient and beneficial to them. And when it served them well to ignore them, that was fine as well. At least it was in their minds…

Illustration:
I remember as a kid going to the movie theatre to watch “The Karate Kid” (where are my 80’s babies? Let me hear ya’). In the movie, Pat Morita who played Mr. Miagi, had a famous line. He said, “Daniel-son, you do karate yes, ok. You do karate no, ok. You do karate maybe, squish… just like grape.” His point was that Daniel had a choice of whether or not he learned karate, but if he decided to learn, he must commit to the training. The purpose of training was to get in the repetitions and produce muscle memory he needed. That way, when it counted most, his skills would serve him well. If he didn’t devote himself to his training, no amount of knowledge would protect him against a more skilled fighter. Daniel’s commitment had to be 100%. 
Argumentation:
The Israelite’s had a half-hearted commitment to God at this point. They claimed His name, they claimed their heritage, they claimed His blessings, but they lived no different than those who were His enemies. 
What about us?
We also live in a day where morality is subjective. 
· Believers: Have you ever known people who attended church as a means of making business connections? For some people, church is nothing more than a means of networking for business opportunities, political connections, or influence. 
· What about the monetization of the Holidays? EVERY holiday. Halloween stuff was out in stores in August. Christmas stuff is out now. I looked into the retail sales stats for 2025 holidays and this is what I found…
· Halloween--$10.6 billion
· Easter--$23.6 billion
· Christmas—over $1.02 trillion
· What about Christians who engage in dishonest business practices? Unequal weights and measures are not just a thing of the past. Some people Inflate prices to maximize profits because “the market will bear it.” They practice “the art of the up-sale,” where they ask you if you want a medium combo or a large (but the price is based on the small size). 

· What about the changes we have seen in our culture around the rhythms of church life? There was a time when businesses were closed on Sundays and Wednesday nights, and some even half a day on Wednesdays, to allow people to go to church. It was prioritized in our culture. As culture shifted, (before the ability to broadcast online) some churches moved to the model of offering Friday and Saturday evening services to accommodate those who had to work on the weekends. Now, church is not even a consideration for the business culture. Chick-fil-a is one of the few food businesses that close on Sundays still. 
· And while the Sabbath is not Sunday, these practices originated from the Sabbath principle. Christians were so committed to the honoring of the Sabbath principle that businesses were looked down on for being open on Sundays (“only heathens would do that.”). 
· Where is the honor for Sabbath today? Where is the commitment to honoring God through the observance of setting aside a day of rest and quiet so we might hear from Him?
· Where is the integrity in our business dealings? Do we honor God in the way we conduct our business endeavors? Are we honest and fair?
· When we are able to live differently in private than we do in public, it is a sign that we care more about what other people think than we do about what God thinks. We care more about what we want than what God wants. We care more about what is expedient, or financially lucrative, or gets us an advantage than we do about what honors Christ. 
· We blur the lines. We justify. We make excuses. We spiritualize.
· “God understands.”
· Recently in a conversation, Pastor Lynn told me about a church he served where a Deacon said, “Well, we can’t just go by what the Bible says.” 

Application:
James 1:21-26
21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.
26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person's religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.
Application: Take a Spiritual Audit of Your Life.
· A LACK OF HONESTY AND INTEGRITY SHOWS UP IN ALL AREAS OF YOUR LIFE. 
· Being a Christian is not something that you only live out in your church circles. 
· Following Jesus is more than praying a prayer, attending church, listening to Christian music, or observing Christian holidays.
· Following Jesus means doing what He does. 
· Make church observance and Holidays about Jesus, not stuff!
· Be honest in your business dealings
· Work hard and with integrity. Don’t steal from your employer by goofing off or doing your own things when you’re on the clock.
· Prioritize time for rest and worship (Sabbath principle)
· Live your life committed to honoring Christ in all areas. 

It’s time to put in the reps! Like Mr. Miagi said, “yes or no.” You can’t follow Christ sometimes! You can’t serve Jesus only when it works for you… or only when it’s easy… or only when it’s fun. 

· Examine Your Life. 
· Integrate Your Faith into Every Part of who you are and what you do. 
· Allow Christ to be Lord of EVERY AREA. 
· Surrender IT ALL!
· AS THE SAYING GOES, HE’S EITHER LORD OF ALL, OR NOT LORD AT ALL.

Transition:
Distraction leads to living a dualistic life. And living a dualistic life leads to Denial!

Division 3 Statement: Denial (v.7-10)
An interesting thing happens when we begin to look at morality as subjective or situational… eventually it leads to a denial of truth altogether. We enter into the realm of relativism, where truth is personally determined. 
Explanation: (read v. 7-10)
· They had convinced themselves that The Day of the Lord would not come for them (v.7-10). 
· The coming judgement… time for talk is over, God will act swiftly.

Illustration:

Argumentation:
What God said to Israel through Amos, He still says to us today through the Apostle Paul. God’s wrath will one day be poured out on ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. Take a look at this passage…

Romans 1:18-32
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. … 
21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools,…
They claimed to be wise. They knew God, but did not honor Him as Lord. They were in Denial of who they were to be in light of God’s Word. 
25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator
They EXCHANGED truth for a lie. In other words, truth became relative to them. We don’t do this today, do we?
28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. 29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 
			We see so much in this passage that resembles what the world tells us today is OK. (LGBTQ) 
			When you look at the progression that is laid out in this passage, is it any wonder? First, our culture has been distracted from heeding the word of God. Next, we learn to compartmentalize our faith so we can live lives of duality, where we can be a Christian and still live like the rest of the world, doing what we want. Then we end up in denial of God’s word, where we sanitize sin. We not only justify it, we allow multiple versions of “truth” to coexist. We don’t really expect God’s judgment for these things as a culture, because we are in denial of what His word actually means. 
32 Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.
Have you noticed? How frequently people can say with extreme confidence in their voices,… 
· Well, the Bible may say that, but it’s out of date.
· When the Bible says that, that’s not really what it means. You’re taking it out of context.
· Just because it’s in the Bible doesn’t make it true
· Science has proven differently.
· That was written to an ancient culture. They were barbaric. We are more educated and knowledgeable now.
They have made truth relative. They have gladly traded the truth of God’s word for a lie. As a matter of fact, they are willing to receive every lie as equal. 
Have you noticed, though,… It is only the things that God says are true that get labeled as LIES today?

Application:
What about you? 
· Are you someone who thinks Sin is not a big deal?
· If you are, you have become blind.
· You’ve exchanged God’s truth for lies. 
Application: Submit to the Authority of God’s Word.
Sin is not something to overlook. 
· It is not something to tolerate. It was your sin, and mine, that put Jesus on the cross. 
· It is not something to ignore.  It was your sin that separated you from Christ. 
· It is not something to embrace. 
Transition:
But that is the progression we see in the passage. First, we are distracted from listening to God. Next, we tolerate duality in our lives. Then, we begin to deny the truth of God’s word. And finally, we disregard it altogether.

Division 4 Statement: Disregard (v.11-14)
Disregarding God’s word moves Israel from tolerating what is evil in God’s eyes, to celebrating it. 
Explanation: (read v. 11-14)
· the priests and prophets failed to proclaim God’s commands to the people. 
· They refused to stand on the authority of God. 
· So God sent Amos (an ordinary man… not a priest or prophet) to call them out. (v.14) 
· He sent Amos to pronounce a judgment that they can still escape if they will repent and turn back to Him.
· This judgment is fascinating to me.
· Notice that the Lord uses the word famine. Draws to mind imagery of suffering from hunger and thirst. It is a long, agonizing thing. Not a short discomfort. It’s not like a bomb that blows up and kills most of the people instantly. It is a slow torturous experience. One where you know exactly what would solve your problem, but you just can’t get it. 
· But this is not a famine of food or water. It is a famine of God’s word. 
· And notice it is not that God has said that He will be silent. It is that He has said they will not hear. 
Illustration:
· 

Argumentation:
· 
Application:
Application: Return to the God who loves you.

Transition:
Signs of Biblical Famine in the World
· Distraction is Pervasive
· Morality is Subjective
· Truth is Relative 
· Evil is Celebrated

Conclusion
Visualization (illustration):
John Newton's Drift
John Newton wasn't raised without truth. His mother taught him Scripture and Christian doctrine when he was young. After her death, he gradually drifted. It wasn't one dramatic decision. It was years of distraction, compromise, rebellion, and disregard for what he knew to be true. He became a seaman and, eventually, the captain of a slave ship. 
By his own testimony, he became known for his profanity, mockery of Christianity, and reckless living. He knew the truth intellectually but lived in opposition to it.
Then came the storm at sea in 1748. It lasted for four weeks. Believing the ship might sink, Newton cried out to God for mercy and the storm began to die down. That moment began his journey back to God. He began to read and study the Bible. He eventually became an Anglican priest and a significant figure in the fight to abolish the slave trade. He later reflected on how long he had resisted God's voice before finally surrendering. Years after his surrender to Christ, he reflected back on his journey back to God and wrote these famous words…
“Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me…”
John Newton didn't suddenly wake up one day unable to hear God. There had been years of distraction, duality, denial, and disregard. Yet God continued to pursue him. And when he finally responded, he discovered that God's voice had been calling him all along.

The good news is that no matter how far you've drifted from God's voice, one step of repentance puts you on the path back. If you can still hear Him calling, it's not too late to come home. The question isn't whether God is speaking. The question is whether you'll respond.


Reiteration: 
God designed us to know Him. He is not hiding from you. But if you find it hard to hear Him speak, I would ask you to consider where you are in the progression.
Are you distracted? Have other voices become louder than God's voice?
Are you living in duality? Are you trying to live with one foot in God's will and one foot somewhere else?
Are you in denial. Are you explaining away what you know God is saying? Are you rationalizing or justifying things that God has said are not ok with Him?
Do you just have a total disregard for Him or His word? Have you stopped responding altogether? Are you celebrating or endorsing what God calls evil? Or have you wandered so far away from Him that you just can’t seem to hear Him at all?
The danger isn't that God stops speaking. The danger is that we become so accustomed to ignoring His voice that we no longer recognize it.

Action:
If you’re a believer, perhaps today you need to take one of these applications as your action step. Maybe you need to…
· Get alone with God, without distractions.
· Take a Spiritual Audit of your life.
· Submit to the authority of God’s Word.
· Return to the God who loves you and cry out for forgiveness. 
You can do that now. You’ve welcome to come forward and pray. I know thath you can pray where you are, too. But sometimes we need to physically take an action that is public to really solidify that we mean business. If you’re serious about what God is prompting you to take action on, come up here and pray. 
If you’ve never given your life to Jesus, maybe today is your day. 
· Maybe the thought has occurred to you during this service, “I think God is trying to get my attention.” If that’s you, don’t wait. 
· His word clearly promises that all who call on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
· If you will admit that you need forgiveness, place your faith in the fact that He shed His blood on the cross and rose from the grave to rescue you from yourself, and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, He will give you a new life… make you a new person… and give you a fresh start. 
He loves you. Wouldn’t it be a great thing to leave here today knowing that you can start over and trade in your old life for a new one with Jesus?
There are people here who will pray with you. 
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