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Series:  “Amos – A Regular Guy Used By God.”                                                                      Message 11 – “REJECTING GOD’S WORD.”  (Amos 7:10-17) 
 
     (Introduction)  We’ve called our series in the Book of Amos, “A Regular Guy Used By God.”  The reason I chose such a title is twofold:  1) Amos was a regular guy.  A keeper of sheep and a harvester of sycamore fruit.  You could just call him a common farmer, and yet God called Amos and used Amos to proclaim God’s message to the nations surrounding Israel, including the Southern Kingdom of Judah and the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  2) The title and the ministry of Amos emphasize that God can use you!  God can take common people and use them for His very uncommon purposes!  God can use you!
    After multiple warnings and wakeup calls, the nation of Israel refused to repent and return to the LORD.  God had warned of exile if they refused to return to Him.  Even before Israel had entered the Promised Land, God had promised exile if Israel forgot Him.  So, God is simply keeping His word.  God was and is longsuffering and did not wish to judge Israel, but after repeated attempts to bring the nation to repentance and returning, God’s judgment is now on the horizon.  
     As Pastor John skillfully pointed out last Sunday, God sent 5 visions to Amos…visions of potential judgment.  John dealt with the first three visions last week.  In each of those three visions of judgment, after Amos interceded in prayer for Israel, God relented.
     Our Scripture text today is kind of an interlude before the next two visions.  This interlude has at it’s core the very reason for Israel and Judah’s coming judgments.  These two nations, who were supposed to be God’s chosen people…whom God had formed into a mighty nation…whom God had led to freedom from bondage in Egypt…whom God had guided miraculously to the Promised Land and given Israel the Promised Land…Israel whom had been so blessed by God, HAD REJECTED GOD’S WORD! Through ignoring God’s Word…refusing to hear God’s Word…and even rebelliously rejecting God’s Word, God now must respond to Israel and Judah with judgment.
     This interlude between the visions presents us with a false priest telling Amos to shut up…to quit prophesying.  This false prophet tells Amos to flee from Israel and go to Judah and their proclaim God’s Word.  The actions of the false prophet Amaziah will give us a picture of the attitudes and actions people demonstrate when they refuse to hear God’s Word and even decide to reject God’s Word.  So, in this interlude between a false priest, Amaziah and God’s prophet Amos, we need to observe how people still today reject God’s Word and the consequences of doing so.  
     Join me in Amos 7:10-17 - 10 Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, "Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the house of Israel. The land is not able to bear all his words. 11 For thus Amos has said, "'Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.'" 12 And Amaziah said to Amos, "O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, and eat bread there, and prophesy there, 13 but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king's sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom." 14 Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, "I was no prophet, nor a prophet's son, but I was a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs. 15  But the Lord took me from following the flock, and the Lord said to me, 'Go, prophesy to My people Israel.' 16  Now therefore hear the word of the Lord. "You say, 'Do not prophesy against Israel, and do not preach against the house of Isaac.' 17 Therefore thus says the Lord: "'Your wife shall be a prostitute in the city, and your sons and your daughters shall fall by the sword, and your land shall be divided up with a measuring line; you yourself shall die in an unclean land, and Israel shall surely go into exile away from its land.'" ESV
    Notice in these verses, ways people reject God’s Word and the consequences of doing so…1


1. SOME PEOPLE MISCONSTRUE THE MOTIVE OF THE MESSENGER. (vs 10-11)
Amos 7:10-11 - 10 Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, "Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the house of Israel. The land is not able to bear all his words. 11 For thus Amos has said, "'Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.'" ESV.  “Amaziah” – strength of Jah; root words; to be alert and the sacred name of the Lord.  The meaning of Amaziah’s name is similar to the behavior of some people still today.  They assume a position of being “the strength of God” or try to be alert, looking for opportunities to judge others, to correct others. Consider how Amaziah misconstrues or even misrepresents the motive of God’s messenger Amos…and observe how such people still operate today…

· People who reject the Words of God may Start Rumors. (“Did you hear what the preacher said?”)  “Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, "Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the house of Israel.” (Bethel means “house of God” but it was not the house of God!)  Instead it was a house of false gods.)  Amaziah’s method was to misconstrue the motive of Amos.  Amaziah begins doing so by starting rumors.  Amos was not conspiring against the king or anyone else!  Amos was simply bringing God’s message.  God’s message had proclaimed the temple at Bethel would be destroyed and Jeroboam would be killed.  But Amos was not part of a conspiracy…he was faithfully proclaiming what God told Amos to say. But the “false priest” of “false truth” who served “false gods” did not like what Amos was preaching. This false priest was rejecting the Words of God!  Regrettably, religious people can still operate in the same way as did Amaziah.  If they dislike the message, they may question the motives of the messenger by starting false rumors.

· People who reject the Words of God may Exaggerate. “The land is not able to bear all his words.”  Just like some people may do today, Amaziah exaggerates what Amos was proclaiming.  Making this extreme statement was designed to provoke king Jeroboam to act against Amos.  Amaziah makes extreme statements attempting to garner resistance against Amos.  The real truth was the land, the nation, NEEDED TO HEAR AND BEAR GOD’S WORD delivered by Amos.  They needed to bear-up under God’s Word and repent and change!  Sometimes people still today, even religious people, maybe especially “religious people,” will try to misconstrue and silence the messengers of God.

· People who reject the Words of God Cannot Change The Truth of God’s Word! “For thus Amos has said, "'Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.'"  Rejecting God’s Word does not change God’s Word!  The accusation Amaziah hurls against Amos was true…BUT IT WAS GOD’S MESSAGE…IT WAS NOT SOMETHING AMOS DESIGNED AS A POLITICAL MESSAGE AGAINST THE KING OR THE NATION.  What God speaks WILL COME TO PASS!  Jeroboam shall die.  Israel will go into exile!  Neither people then or people today can change the truth of God’s Word by rejecting God’s Word!  Yet some people still act like they can simply ignore God’s Word, not apply God’s Word, and act like God’s word is untrue and somehow block God’s Word from applying to their lives…BUT YOU CANNOT CHANGE THE TRUTH OF GOD!2


2. SOME PEOPLE ATTEMPT TO MUZZLE THE MESSENGER. (vs 12-13)

· People who reject the Words of God may attempt to Chase the Messenger Away. v12 - “And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, and eat bread there, and prophesy there.”  Amaziah did not like what Amos had been preaching to the nation.  Amos had evidently had the boldness to go to the temple at Bethel and proclaim God’s message against Israel.  So Amaziah tries to chase Amos away! “O seer, go, flee away (“bolt”) to the land of Judah, and eat bread there, and prophesy there.”  Amaziah doesn’t just want Amos to stop preaching God’s message…he wants Amos to completely leave the country!  “Go…go…flee away!”  Amaziah tells Amos to flee to the Southern Kingdom of Judah…and eat bread there…prophesy there!  The implications of these words are like this:  1) Since you are acting like an enemy of Israel, go to Judah, who are our enemies an hang out with them!  2)  Amos is accused of proclaiming God’s Word for personal gain… “go to Judah and maybe they will provide your bread!”  3) At the very least, the implication is for Amos to leave Israel, to get out of town and live in Judah.  Regrettably I have known of church people to operate in the same way.  There are some churches where some members believe they own the church.  There are some churches and members of those churches who will portray attitudes and sometimes even verbalize messages like, “I was here when you came and I will be here after you are gone!”  Some church committees or deacon boards even pride themselves with such attitudes of, “We met you when you got off the bus…we will be there to put you back on the bus when it is time for you to leave…so be careful what you preach!”  I personally heard a pastor search committee say, “If you can’t live it, we don’t want you to preach it!”  I’m sorry, but my ability to fully live out the Word of God or any pastor to fully live out the Word of God, DOES NOT DILUTE THE AUTHORITY AND TRUTH OF GOD’S WORD! Sometimes people will try to muzzle the messenger even before he is called to a church as pastor.  One head of a search committee contacted me years ago seeking me to apply to their church, which was in the suburbs of Cincinnati.  At first we had a lot in common, like hunting and the outdoors. But during our conversation he told me their church would not want any preaching about abortion. Well, that ended ourconversation!  Amaziah did not like what Amos was preaching, so he tried to chase the messenger away!  That can still happen today in religious circles!  

· People who reject the Words of God will attempt  to Silence the Messenge. v13 -  “…but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king's sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.”  Amaziah, and I imagine, many others were upset with the message Amos had been delivering, so Amaziah attempts to silence the message.  He tells Amos to NEVER AGAIN, never continue proclaiming; distilling, oozing God’s message.  Amaziah argues why Amos should stop by saying it is the kings chapel or sanctuary and the temple of the kingdom of Israel.  BUT AMOS SERVES A HIGHER KING!  AMOS SERVES A HIGHER KINGDOM!  Thus, Amos must proclaim God’s message.  We live in a day when many people in our culture want to silence the message of God.  They want it removed from the airways.  They want it removed from street corners!  They want Christians to lock themselves away from culture in our church buildings and shut up when we are outside our church facilities…BUT WE SERVE KING JESUS, NOT king culture…not king liberalism…not king secularism…SO WE MUST DO AS AMOS AND PROCLAIM GOD’S MESSAGE NO MATTER WHO OR HOW MANY TIMES IT IS REJECTED!3


3. SOME PEOPLE MUST BE GOD’S MESSENGER! (vs 14-15)

· People need to understand, true messengers are drafted. vs 14-15a – “Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, "I was no prophet, nor a prophet's son, but I was a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs. But the Lord took me from following the flock,…”  Amos wasn’t looking to be a prophet.  Amos did not have a culturally accepted religious pedigree!  He wasn’t a graduate of a school of the prophets.  Neither his father nor family had prophet connections!  Amos was a simple shepherd and a dresser of sycamore fruit.  Amos was a common guy! Amos had not been appointed by an earthly king to be a priest, INSTEAD AMOS WAS CHOSEN BY THE KING OF KINGS!  Amos wasn’t desiring to be a preacher or prophet, BUT GOD TOOK HIM FROM FOLLOWING THE FLOCK TO PROCLAIM GOD’S TRUTH TO NATIONS!  God drafted Amos!  I can relate!  And so can true messengers that God calls to proclaim His Word!  I didn’t ask or want this position!  I would have rather failed in high school than give an oral report. (Now I was National Honor Society in high school, but that does’t mean I enjoyed public speaking!)  God was trying to deal with my heart about becoming a pastor…preacher…minister, whatever term you use, when I was 20 years old, and earlier as a child. Instead I thought I would escape it be going into law enforcement.  But God used testifying in court and dealing with people’s problems to bring me full circle back to ministry at age 28, and I had to surrender.  (Tell some of the story).  My point in telling some of my story is for you to understand God had to draft me into ministry! I wasn’t from a family of pastors.  I was from a poor family, with an alcoholic, absent dad, who was murdered when I was 11!  I had no pedigree or claim to ministry!  GOD TOOK ME!  And that is what He does.  That is what God did with Amos! Amos had no choice.  Amos had to be the messenger of God!

· People need to understand, true messengers share God’s Word!   v15b “…and the Lord said to me, 'Go, prophesy to My people Israel.'”  Amos was not railing against the nation of Israel with his own political agenda!  Amos was not being self-serving in his message!  Instead, Amos was doing what God had told him to do and saying what God had told him to say!  People need to understand that still today.  A true messenger, called by God, is sharing God’s Word!  If you don’t like the message, don’t shoot the messenger…GOD SENT THE MESSAGE!4


4. PEOPLE WHO REJECT THE WORD OF GOD FACE CONSEQUENCES! (vs 16-17)

· Rejecting God’s Word DOES NOT CHANGE God’s Word or God’s Purpose! v16-17a -  “Now therefore hear the word of the Lord. "You say, 'Do not prophesy against Israel, and do not preach against the house of Isaac.' Therefore thus says the Lord:…”  Rejecting God’s Truth, God’s Word, God’s Purpose, DOES NOT CHANGE THINGS…THEN OR NOW!  Changes in culture does not change God!  Modern day “woke” movements do not wake up God, HE HAS ALWAYS BEEN FULLY AWAKE AND WHAT HE SAID IN THE PAST STILL APPLIES TO THE PRESENT AND THE FUTURE!  But rejecting God’s Word does do this…

· Rejecting God’s Word BRINGS TRAGIC CONSEQUENCES!
· Consequences to Your Own Family. v17b - "'Your wife shall be a prostitute in the city, and your sons and your daughters shall fall by the sword,…”  When Israel would be defeated by the Assyrian army, when Amaziah loses his status, his wealth, his land…after this happens, Amaziah’s wife would have to turn to prostitution to survive!  Their children would be killed and there would thus be no one to support her. These results were not what Amaziah desired or planned for, but because of his rejection of God’s truth, because of his refusal to repent and lead the nation to repentance, because he refused to hear and obey God’s prophetic message through Amos, his family will face tragic consequences.  Please understand this can be true of you also, true of your family also, if you reject the Word of God, the message of God, tragic consequences can occur in your family.

· Consequences to Yourself!  v17d - "…you yourself shall die in an unclean land…"  If a person continues to reject God’s Word and God’s authority over their lives…that person will face negative consequences.  When the majority of people reject God’s Word, that nation becomes an “unclean land.”  And thus people die in an unclean land.  Amaziah and Israel will be carried away to a heathen land and there he will die.  There are personal consequences for rejecting God’s Word!

· Consequences to Your Land.  v17c and 17e - “…and your land shall be divided up with a measuring line;…”  “…and Israel shall surely go into exile away from its land.'"  Amaziah’s personal property would be lost in exile, but the nation of Israel would lose all of their land in exile.  Consequences of rejecting God’s Word can affect your personal property, possessions, wealth, but when a nation forgets God, there will be very tragic consequences to a whole nation!  Psalms 9:17 - The wicked shall return to Sheol, all the nations that forget God. ESV

     (Conclusion)  Please understand, rejecting God’s Word, rejecting God’s authority, ignoring God’s truth as you live your life, results in tragic consequences!  Amaziah would face a dramatic change from serving as the king's chief religious leader at Bethel to losing everything.  Foundationally this happens because Amaziah and Israel rejected the Word of God!  
     Don’t be the type of person that misrepresents or misconstrues the motives of God’s messengers.  Never be the type of person that tries to muzzle God’s messenger or God’s message!  Understand God calls people, common people, to represent Him…to be His messenger, and when God calls, when God drafts a person as His messenger, that messenger must obey and give you God’s Word!  Please, PLEASE, learn the lesson from Israel.  If you reject God’s truth, God’s Word, you are rejecting God Himself and doing so will result in negative consequences…to your family, to you and even to your nation!
   Amaziah served the king of Israel and depended on him for support, but Amos served THE KING of kings and had no fear of what men could do to him.  Let us be like Amos!  Let us hear God’s call and respond with obedience.  Many times, in the history of the church, God has called humble people, common people, like Amos to declare His Word!  Understand God can and wants to use you!  Be prepared to listen and obey. It's not the approval of the "religious establishment" that counts, but the calling and blessing of the Lord.  Let us be like Amos and proclaim God’s Word, instead of rejecting God’s Word!  
