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Jesus points to an Old Testament event to explain how the new birth takes place and His

role in it.

I. Nicodemus was incredulous that Jesus stated efforts to please God in the flesh were

insufficient to secure a place in heaven. (v. 9)

“You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These
are the very Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life. (John
5:39-40)

The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but
considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only
through the Spirit. (1 Corinthians 2:14)

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he
said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce
fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for
Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good
fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I,
whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the
barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” (Matthew 3:7-12)

For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on
knowledge. Since they did not know the righteousness of God and sought to establish their own,
they did not submit to God’s righteousness. Christ is the culmination of the law so that there
may be righteousness for everyone who believes. (Romans 8:2-4)

I1. Jesus again chided this man responsible for religious instruction of the people for his

lack of spiritual discernment. (v. 10)

I11. Jesus knew that very few would believe His teaching. (v. 11)

There is another who testifies in my favor, and | know that his testimony about me is true.



“You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth. Not that | accept human testimony; but
| mention it that you may be saved. John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose
for a time to enjoy his light.

“I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me to
finish—the very works that | am doing—testify that the Father has sent me. And the Father who
sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form,
nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. (John 5:32-38)

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows
me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony is
not valid.”

Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know where |
came from and where | am going. But you have no idea where | come from or where | am
going. You judge by human standards; | pass judgment on no one. But if | do judge, my
decisions are true, because | am not alone. | stand with the Father, who sent me. In your own
Law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is true. | am one who testifies for myself;
my other witness is the Father, who sent me.”

Then they asked him, “Where is your father?”

“You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied. “If you knew me, you would know my
Father also.” He spoke these words while teaching in the temple courts near the place where the
offerings were put. Yet no one seized him, because his hour had not yet come. (John 8:12-20)

... without faith it is impossible to please God... (Hebrews 11:6a)

IV. If one cannot accept simple spiritual concepts, one cannot grasp the deep and
profound things of God. (v. 12)

They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses
was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: “See to it that you make everything
according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.” (Hebrews 8:5)

At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father,
for this is what you were pleased to do.

“All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father,
and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
(Matthew 11:25-27)

V. Jesus alludes to His true origin and identity. (v. 13)

Who has gone up to heaven and come down? Who has gathered up the wind in the hollow of
his hands? Who has wrapped up the waters in his cloak? Who has established all the ends of the



earth? What is his name, and the name of his son? Tell me if you know! Every word of God is
flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. (Proverbs 30:4-5)

Enoch walked faithfully with God; then he was no more, because God took him away. (Genesis
5:24)

Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. (2 Kings 2:11b)

“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the
clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was
given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language
worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his
kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. (Daniel 7:13-14)

Then Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man 1s Lord of the Sabbath.” (Luke 6:5)

Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! The Spirit gives life; the
flesh counts for nothing. The words | have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life.
(John 6:62-53)

V1. Jesus points to God’s previous provision of forgiveness in the Old Testament as the

reason for His Mission. (v. 14)

They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the
people grew impatient on the way; they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread! There is no
water! And we detest this miserable food!”

Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites
died. The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and
against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for the
people.

The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look
at it and live.” S0 Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was
bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived. (Numbers 21:4-9)

He removed the high places, smashed the sacred stones and cut down the Asherah poles. He
broke into pieces the bronze snake Moses had made, for up to that time the Israelites had been
burning incense to it. (It was called Nehushtan.) (2 Kings 18:4)

Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that
Is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. (Luke 18:31)



He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by
the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three
days rise again. (Mark 8:31)

“As you know, the Passover is two days away—and the Son of Man will be handed over to be
crucified.” (Matthew 26:2)

See, my servant will act wisely;
He will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted.

Just as there were many who were appalled at Him—
His appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human being
and His form marred beyond human likeness—

so He will sprinkle many nations... (Isaiah 52:13-15a)

VI1I. Faith and trust in Christ and His work at the cross alone is the sole means of

obtaining eternal and abundant life. (v. 15)

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:10)

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | have come so that they may have life, and
may have it abundantly. (John 10:10)

To give life in all its fullness. (NLT)
NET translation notes say here : this life is, more than one would normally expect or anticipate.

Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you
have sent. (John 19:3)

A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God by telling the
truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.”

He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but
now [ see!”

Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”

He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you want to become his disciples too?”

Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of
Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he
comes from.”

The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he
opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person
who does his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. If this man
were not from God, he could do nothing.”



To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they
threw him out.

Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in
the Son of Man?”

“Who is he, sir?”” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.”

Jesus said, “’You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.”

Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. (John 9:24-38)

Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for
this very reason | came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!”

Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” The crowd that
was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him.

Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. Now is the time for judgment on this
world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. And I, when | am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to show the kind of death he was going to
die.

The crowd spoke up, “We have heard from the Law that the Messiah will remain forever, so
how can you say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this ‘Son of Man’?”

Even after Jesus had performed so many signs in their presence, they still would not believe in
him. (John 12:27-34, 37)

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.
For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the
flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not
live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. (Romans 8:1-4)

The woman saw that the [forbidden] tree was good for food. (Genesis 3:6)
“Let all the world look to me for salvation! For I am God; there is no other.” (Isaiah 45:22)

... let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer
and perfecter of faith. (Hebrews 12:1b-2a)

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly look for a Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ. (Philippians 3:20)



