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Jesus is the fullest possible revelation of God and His grace. 

I. The apostle interrupts his flow of thought to add additional testimony of the eternal 

nature of Jesus. (v. 15) 

A. He affirms that Jesus is greater than he. 

B. He affirms the eternality of Jesus. 

After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion. “The 

Lord has done this for me,” she said. “In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my 

disgrace among the people.”  

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 

Galilee to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The 

virgin’s name was Mary. (Luke 1:24-26) 

 

II. Because the full abundance of God dwells in Jesus, He lavishes grace upon grace on 

believers. (v. 16) 

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in Him… (Colossians 1:19) 

 

For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth 

derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power 

through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. 

And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the 

Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to 

know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the 

fullness of God. (Ephesians 3:14-19) 

 

For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and in Christ you have been 

brought to fullness. (Colossians 2:9-10a) 

 

Out of His fullness [the superabundance of His grace and truth] we have all received grace upon 

grace [spiritual blessing upon spiritual blessing, favor upon favor, and gift heaped upon gift]. 

(John 1:16 -Amp.) 

 

III. John contrasts the inferiority of the Old Covenant with the New. (v. 17) 



Before the way of faith in Christ was available to us, we were placed under guard by the law. 

We were kept in protective custody, so to speak, until the way of faith was revealed. Let me put 

it another way. The law was our guardian until Christ came; it protected us until we could be 

made right with God through faith. And now that the way of faith has come, we no longer need 

the law as our guardian. (Galatians 3:23-25) 

 

God’s law was given so that all people could see how sinful they were. But as people sinned 

more and more, God’s wonderful grace became more abundant. So just as sin ruled over all 

people and brought them to death, now God’s wonderful grace rules instead, giving us right 

standing with God and resulting in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 5:20-21) 

 

This same Good News that came to you is going out all over the world. It is bearing fruit 

everywhere by changing lives, just as it changed your lives from the day you first heard and 

understood the truth about God’s wonderful grace. (Colossians 1:6 NLT) 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, will be 

with us in truth and love. (2 John 1:3) 

 

But he gives us more grace... (James 4:6a) 

 

“Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house,” bearing witness to what would be spoken 

by God in the future. But Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. (Hebrews 3:5-6a) 

 

Law manifests what is in man – sin; Grace manifests what is in God – Love. 

Law demanded righteousness from men; Grace brings righteousness to men. 

Law sentences a living man to death; Grace brings the dead man to life. 

Law speaks of what men are to do for God; Grace tells of what Christ has done for men. 

 

IV. The One and Only Son is the full revelation of the Father. (v. 18) 

“you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.” (Exodus 33:20) 

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and 

ever. Amen. (1 Timothy 1:17) 

 

God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone is immortal 

and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and 

might forever. Amen. (1 Timothy 6:15b-16) 

 

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 

but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and 

through whom also he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided 

purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. (Hebrews 1:1-3) 



 

If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and 

have seen him.” Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 

Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long 

time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 

Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I 

do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 

Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the 

evidence of the works themselves.  (John 14:7-11) 

 

“All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, 

and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” 

(Matthew 11:27) 

 

And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into 

his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. (2 

Corinthians 3:18) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


