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In verse 14, John gives the most succinct explanation of Jesus’ incarnation in all the

Scriptures.

I. In the incarnation, the eternal logos became a human being. (14a)

The Word became flesh...

The law of Moses could not save us, because of our sinful nature. But God put into effect a
different plan to save us. He sent his own Son in a human body like ours, except that ours are
sinful. God destroyed sin’s control over us by giving his Son as a sacrifice for our sins.
(Romans 8:3 NLT)

Paul was inspired to write to the Philippians of this divine mystery:
[Jesus] being in very nature God,

did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
rather, he made himself nothing

by taking the very nature of a servant,

being made in human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a man,

he humbled himself

by becoming obedient to death—

even death on a cross! (Philippians 2:6-7)

Beyond all question, the mystery from which true godliness springs is great:
He appeared in the flesh,
was vindicated by the Spirit,
was seen by angels,
was preached among the nations,
was believed on in the world,
was taken up in glory. (1 Timothy 3:16)

But tell me this—since we preach that Christ rose from the dead, why are some of you saying
there will be no resurrection of the dead? For if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ
has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, then all our preaching is useless,
and your faith is useless. And we apostles would all be lying about God—for we have said that
God raised Christ from the grave. But that can’t be true if there is no resurrection of the dead.
And if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised. And if Christ has not
been raised, then your faith is useless and you are still guilty of your sins. In that case, all who



have died believing in Christ are lost! And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more
to be pitied than anyone in the world. But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the
first of a great harvest of all who have died. (1 Corinthians 15:12-20 NLT)

Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every
spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which
you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. (1 John 4:2b-3)

| say this because many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh,
have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. (2 John 1:7)

II. The God-Man tabernacled among us. (14b)

and made his dwelling among us.

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LorbD filled the tabernacle.
Moses could not enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of
the LoRD filled the tabernacle. In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from
above the tabernacle, they would set out; but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out—until
the day it lifted. So the cloud of the LORD was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the
cloud by night, in the sight of all the Israelites during all their travels. (Exodus 40:34-38)

We proclaim to you the one who existed from the beginning, whom we have heard and seen.
We saw him with our own eyes and touched him with our own hands. He is the Word of life.
This one who is life itself was revealed to us, and we have seen him. And now we testify and
proclaim to you that he is the one who is eternal life. He was with the Father, and then he was
revealed to us. We proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually seen and heard so that you
may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus
Christ. We are writing these things so that you may fully share our joy. (1 John 1:1-4)

I1l. This God-Man was the embodiment of the glory of God. (v. 14c)

We have seen his glory,

Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp some distance away, calling it the
“tent of meeting.” Anyone inquiring of the LORD would go to the tent of meeting outside the
camp. And whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people rose and stood at the entrances
to their tents, watching Moses until he entered the tent. As Moses went into the tent, the pillar
of cloud would come down and stay at the entrance, while the LORD spoke with Moses.
Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance to the tent, they all stood
and worshiped, each at the entrance to their tent. The LorRD would speak to Moses face to face,
as one speaks to a friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but his young aide Joshua son
of Nun did not leave the tent.

Moses said to the LORD, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people,” but you have not let
me know whom you will send with me. You have said, ‘I know you by name and you have



found favor with me.” If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so | may know you and
continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your people.”

The LORD replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.”

Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here.
How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with
us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the
earth?”

And the LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am pleased
with you and I know you by name.”

Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”

And the LORD said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and | will proclaim
my name, the LORD, in your presence. | will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and | will
have compassion on whom | will have compassion. But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for
no one may see me and live.”

Then the LORD said, “There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. When my glory
passes by, | will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until | have passed
by. Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.”
(Exodus 33:7-23)

Then the LorD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the
LoRD. And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate
and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to
thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty
unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the parents to the third and
fourth generation.”

Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped. “Lord,” he said, “if I have found favor in
your eyes, then let the Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-necked people, forgive our
wickedness and our sin, and take us as your inheritance.”

Then the LORD said: “T am making a covenant with you. Before all your people I will do
wonders never before done in any nation in all the world. The people you live among will see
how awesome is the work that I, the LorD, will do for you. (Exodus 34:5-10)

When the priests withdrew from the Holy Place, the cloud filled the temple of the LorRD. And
the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory of the LorD filled
his temple. (1 Kings 8:10-11)

“...what looked like a throne of lapis lazuli, and high above on the throne was a figure like that
of a man. | saw that from what appeared to be his waist up he looked like glowing metal, as if
full of fire, and that from there down he looked like fire; and brilliant light surrounded him.
Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance around him.
This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD” (Ezekiel 1:26-28).



Then the glory of the LoRrD departed from over the threshold of the temple and stopped above
the cherubim...The glory of the LORD went up from within the city and stopped above the
mountain east of it. (Ezekiel 10:18, 11:23)

IV. The God-Man has a unigue glory of His own. (v. 14d)

the glory of the one and only Son,

There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as
white as the light. (Matthew 17:2)

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all
things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty in heaven. (Hebrews 1:3)

The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very character of God (NLT)

Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth will
mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great
glory. And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from
the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.

“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out,
you know that summer is near. Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near,
right at the door. Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these
things have happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
(Matthew 24:30-35)

If the Good News we preach is hidden behind a veil, it is hidden only from people who are
perishing. Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t
believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this
message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God.

You see, we don’t go around preaching about ourselves. We preach that Jesus Christ is Lord,
and we ourselves are your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let there be light in the
darkness,” has made this light shine in our hearts so we could know the glory of God that is
seen in the face of Jesus Christ.

We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile clay jars
containing this great treasure. This makes it clear that our great power is from God, not from
ourselves. (2 Corinthians 4:3-7)

And the days of Adam after he had begotten Seth were eight hundred years: and he begat other
sons and daughters... (Genesis 5:4)



Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known.
But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. All
who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. (1 John 3:2-3)

V. God the Father sent His Son into the world. (v. 14e)

who came from the Father,

He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the
Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” (2 Peter

1:17)

For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will
reward each person according to what they have done. (Matthew 16:27)

If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and
have seen him.”

Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”

Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after | have been among you such a long
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?
Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I
do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.
Believe me when | say that | am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the
evidence of the works themselves. (John 14:7-11)

And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. (1
John 4:14)

VI. The God-Man displays all that God needs believers to know and embrace. (v. 14f)

full of grace and truth



