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John next lays the theological foundation for our understanding of salvation. 

I. Jesus entered into the world He created. (v. 11a) 

For in Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through Him and for 

Him. (Colossians 1:16) 

 

 “When I leave the city I will spread my hands to the Lord, the thunder will cease, and there will 

be no more hail, so that you may know that the earth belongs to the Lord.” (Exodus 9:29) 

 

 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all 

things, and by your will they were created and have their being.” (Revelation 4:11) 

 

Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my 

treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests 

and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” (Exodus 19:5-6) 

 

II. Those who rightfully should have embraced Him, instead rejected Him. (v. 11b) 

Coming to his hometown, he began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were 

amazed. “Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?” they asked. “Isn’t 

this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, 

Simon and Judas? Aren’t all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” 

And they took offense at him. 

But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own town and in his own 

home.” 

And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith. (Matthew 13:54-58) 

 

Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, 

so that he could both talk and see. All the people were astonished and said, “Could this be the 

Son of David?” 

But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that 

this fellow drives out demons.” (Matthew 12:22-24) 

 

“Go and tell this people: 

“‘Be ever hearing, but never understanding; 

    be ever seeing, but never perceiving.’ 

Make the heart of this people calloused; 



    make their ears dull 

    and close their eyes. 

Otherwise they might see with their eyes, 

    hear with their ears, 

    understand with their hearts, 

and turn and be healed.” (Isaiah 6:9-10) 

 

Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. At 

that time they had a well-known prisoner whose name was Jesus Barabbas. So when the crowd 

had gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do you want me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, 

or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” For he knew it was out of self-interest that they had 

handed Jesus over to him. 

While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t have 

anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because 

of him.” 

But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus 

executed. 

“Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor. 

“Barabbas,” they answered. 

“What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” Pilate asked. 

They all answered, “Crucify him!” 

“Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. 

But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 

When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took 

water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. 

“It is your responsibility!” 

All the people answered, “His blood is on us and on our children!” 

Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be 

crucified. (Matthew 27:15-26) 

 

Who has believed our message 

    and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?.. 

He was despised and rejected by mankind, 

    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 

Like one from whom people hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we held him in low esteem… 

By oppression and judgment he was taken away. 

    Yet who of his generation protested? 

For he was cut off from the land of the living; 

    for the transgression of my people he was punished. (Isaiah 53:1,3,8) 

 

“Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by 

miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 

This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with 



the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from 

the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its 

hold on him. (Acts 2:22-24) 

 

Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be 

saved. For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on 

knowledge. Since they did not know the righteousness of God and sought to establish their own, 

they did not submit to God’s righteousness. Christ is the culmination of the law so that there 

may be righteousness for everyone who believes. (Romans 10:1-4) 

 

III. Gifts must be received. (v. 12a) 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

(Romans 6:23) 

 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the 

gift of God— (Ephesians 2:8) 

 

…if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!” (Galatians 2:21b) 

 

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say, “Come!” Let the one who 

is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life. (Revelation 

22:17) 

 

“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 

your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38) 

 

IV. “In His name” speaks of the totality of His being. (v. 12a) 

When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do 

you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? The God of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed 

him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 

You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. You 

killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. By faith in 

the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and 

the faith that comes through Him that has completely healed him, as you can all see. (Acts 

3:12-16) 

 

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! If we are 

being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are 

being asked how he was healed, then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the 

name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, 

that this man stands before you healed. Jesus is 



“‘the stone you builders rejected, 

    which has become the cornerstone.’ 

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by 

which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:8-12) 

 

To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his holy 

people, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—

their Lord and ours: (1 Corinthians 1:2) 

 

And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Corinthians 

6:11) 

 

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

    and gave him the name that is above every name, 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:9-11) 

 

Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you 

want?” 

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. 

“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) When Jesus said, “I 

am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. (John 18:4-6) 

 

V. Those who believe what God has revealed, receive the Savior and become children of 

God. (v. 12b) 

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins in which you previously walked according to the 

ways of this world, according to the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit now working in the 

disobedient. We too all previously lived among them in our fleshly desires, carrying out the 

inclinations of our flesh and thoughts, and we were by nature children under wrath as the others 

were also. But God, who is rich in mercy, because of his great love that he had for us, made us 

alive with Christ even though we were dead in trespasses. You are saved by grace! (Ephesians 

2:1-5 CSB) 

 

Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never 

enter it.” (Mark 10:15) 

 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 

new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an 

inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade… For you have been born again, not of 



perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. (1 Peter 1:3-

4a,23) 

 

For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The Spirit you received does 

not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about 

your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with 

our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God 

and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in 

his glory. 

I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 

revealed in us. For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be 

revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of 

the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to 

decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 

We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the 

present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 

inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. For in 

this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they 

already have? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray 

for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. And he who searches our 

hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in 

accordance with the will of God. (Romans 8:14-27) 

 

VI. Salvation is a sovereign work of God. (v. 13) 

A. It is unrelated to human ancestry… 

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he 

said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce 

fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for 

Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good 

fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. (Matthew 3:7-10) 

 

It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. 

Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is 

through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” In other words, it is not the children by 

physical descent who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded 

as Abraham’s offspring. (Romans 9:6-8) 

 

B. or human effort… 



What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, discovered in this 

matter? If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not 

before God. What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 

righteousness.” 

Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. However, to 

the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as 

righteousness. David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the one to whom 

God credits righteousness apart from works: 

“Blessed are those 

    whose transgressions are forgiven, 

    whose sins are covered. 

Blessed is the one 

    whose sin the Lord will never count against them.” (Romans 4:1-8) 

 

C. or someone else’s desire. 

VII. God alone can impart spiritual life to dead sinners. (v. 13d) 

…as many as were ordained to eternal life believed. (Acts 13:48) 


