God’s Law Regarding Sexual Purity
Exodus 20:14
June 7, 2026
Pastor Gary Hollinger

Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because | am the Lord your God. Keep my decrees and
follow them. I am the Lord, who makes you holy. (Leviticus 20:7-8)
Jesus said: “If you love me, keep my commands.” — Jesus (John 14:15)

As the gracious designer and giver of human sexuality God and God alone has the right to
define its proper use.

l. Adultery is always wrong because it destroys the God-ordained foundation of

society.

Do not have sexual relations with your neighbor’s wife and defile yourself with her...
(Leviticus 18:20)

If a man is found sleeping with another man’s wife, both the man who slept with her and the
woman must die. (Deuteronomy 22:22)

God’s Three Purposes in Creating Marriage:

A. To provide ideal complimentary companionship.

The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for
him.”
Now the LoRD God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds in the
sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called
each living creature, that was its name. So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in
the sky and all the wild animals.
But for Adam no suitable helper was found. So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep
sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then closed up the place
with flesh. Then the LorRD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he
brought her to the man.
The man said,
“This is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called ‘woman,’
for she was taken out of man.”



For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will
become one flesh. (Genesis 2:18-24)

The woman was made of a rib out of the side of Adam; not made out of his head to rule over
him, nor out of his feet to be trampled upon by him, but out of his side to be equal with him,
under his arm to be protected, and near his heart to be beloved. - Matthew Henry

B. To perpetuate humanity and foster godly offspring.

So God created mankind in his own image,

in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and
subdue it. (Genesis 1:27-28)

Another thing you do: You flood the LORD’s altar with tears. You weep and wail because he no
longer looks with favor on your offerings or accepts them with pleasure from your hands. You
ask, “Why?” It is because the LORD is the witness between you and the wife of your youth. You
have been unfaithful to her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant.

Has not the one God made you? You belong to him in body and spirit. And what does the one
God seek? Godly offspring. So be on your guard, and do not be unfaithful to the wife of your
youth.

“The man who hates and divorces his wife,” says the LORD, the God of Israel, “does violence to
the one he should protect,” says the LORD Almighty.

So be on your guard, and do not be unfaithful. (Malachi 2:13-16)

C. To represent Christ’s relationship with the Church to the world.

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make
her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to
himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and
blameless. In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who
loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care
for their body, just as Christ does the church— for we are members of his body. “For this
reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will
become one flesh.” This is a profound mystery—but | am talking about Christ and the church.
However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must
respect her husband. (Ephesians 5:25-33)

Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife
for any and every reason?”

“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and
female,” and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his



wife, and the two will become one flesh’? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore,

what God has joined together, let no one separate.”

“Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce
and send her away?”

Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But
it was not this way from the beginning. I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for
sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.”

The disciples said to him, “If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to
marry.” (Matthew 19:3-10)

Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the
adulterer and all the sexually immoral. (Hebrews 13:4)

The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made
her stand before the group and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of
adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?”
They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. When they kept on
questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be
the first to throw a stone at her.” Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.

At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus
was left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman,
where are they? Has no one condemned you?”

“No one, sir,” she said.

“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” (John
8:3-11)

Drink water from your own cistern,
running water from your own well.
Should your springs overflow in the streets,
your streams of water in the public squares?
Let them be yours alone,
never to be shared with strangers.
May your fountain be blessed,
and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth. (Proverbs 5:15-18)

Can a man scoop fire into his lap
without his clothes being burned?

Can a man walk on hot coals
without his feet being scorched?

So is he who sleeps with another man’s wife;
no one who touches her will go unpunished.



... aman who commits adultery has no sense;
whoever does so destroys himself.
Blows and disgrace are his lot,
and his shame will never be wiped away. (Proverbs 6:27-29, 32-33)

The house [of the adulteress] is a highway to the grave,
leading down to the chambers of death. (Proverbs 7:27)

Il. Incidents of polygamy are recorded in the Bible but are never authorized by God

and the stories always demonstrate the problems created when it occurs.

Do not take your wife’s sister as a rival wife and have sexual relations with her while your wife
Is living. (Leviticus 18:18)

1. To forestall temptation married couples should provide for one another’s desires.

Now for the matters you wrote about: “It is good for a man not to have sexual relations with a
woman.” But since sexual immorality is occurring, each man should have sexual relations with
his own wife, and each woman with her own husband. The husband should fulfill his marital
duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband. The wife does not have authority over
her own body but yields it to her husband. In the same way, the husband does not have authority
over his own body but yields it to his wife. Do not deprive each other except perhaps by mutual
consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again
so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. (1 Corinthians 7:1-5)

IV. Throughout history God has judged people for misusing the gift of sexuality.

The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘I am the LORD your God.
You must not do as they do in Egypt, where you used to live, and you must not do as they do in
the land of Canaan, where | am bringing you. Do not follow their practices. You must obey my
laws and be careful to follow my decrees. | am the LORD your God. Keep my decrees and laws,
for the person who obeys them will live by them. | am the LORD. (Leviticus 18:1-5)

“‘Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways, because this is how the nations that | am going
to drive out before you became defiled. Even the land was defiled; so | punished it for its sin,
and the land vomited out its inhabitants. But you must keep my decrees and my laws. The
native-born and the foreigners residing among you must not do any of these detestable things,
for all these things were done by the people who lived in the land before you, and the land
became defiled. And if you defile the land, it will vomit you out as it vomited out the nations
that were before you.

““Everyone who does any of these detestable things—such persons must be cut off from their
people. Keep my requirements and do not follow any of the detestable customs that were



practiced before you came and do not defile yourselves with them. | am the LoRrD your God.””
(Leviticus 18:24-30)

Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from
sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood. (Acts 15:20)

Nevertheless, | have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a
prophet. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of
food sacrificed to idols. | have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling.
So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her
suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. | will strike her children dead. Then all the
churches will know that | am he who searches hearts and minds, and | will repay each of you
according to your deeds. (Revelation 2:20-23)

For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do—Iliving in
debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. (1 Peter 4:3)

Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are outside the body, but whoever
sins sexually, sins against their own body. (1 Corinthians 6:18)

In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up to
sexual immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the
punishment of eternal fire. (Jude 1:7)

V.  Atevery point when Scripture mentions homosexuality it is condemned as

dangerous and detestable sin against God.

They [the men of the town] called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring
them out to us so that we can have sex with them.”

Lot went outside to meet them and shut the door behind him and said, “No, my friends. Don’t
do this wicked thing. (Genesis 19:5-6)

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not come to abolish
them but to fulfill them.” (Matthew 5:17)

Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman; that is detestable.
(Leviticus 18:22)

If a man has sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman, both of them have done
what is detestable. They are to be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.
(Leviticus 20:13)

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but
their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be



wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look
like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.

Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the
degrading of their bodies with one another. They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and
worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.
Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural
sexual relations for unnatural ones. In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations
with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with
other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.

Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God
gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. They have
become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. (Romans 1:21-29)

...gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we
were by nature deserving of wrath. (Ephesians 1:2:1, 3b)).

Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they
not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them. (Romans
1:32)

Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived:
Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor
thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of
God. And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (2 Corinthians 6:9-
11)

V1. FEantasizing about another person is equivalent to the act itself according to Jesus.

“You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit adultery.” But I tell you that anyone
who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to
lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right
hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of
your body than for your whole body to go into hell. (Matthew 5:27-30)

[Jesus] went on: “What comes out of a person is what defiles them. For it is from within, out of
a person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, (and so
on) greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 22 All these evils come
from inside and defile a person.” (Mark 7:20-23)

Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, circumcise your hearts, you people of Judah and inhabitants
of Jerusalem, or my wrath will flare up and burn like fire because of the evil you have done—
burn with no one to quench it. (Jeremiah 4:4)



The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine
power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up

against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.
(2 Corinthians 10:4-5)



