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Jesus said: “If you love me, keep my commands.” – Jesus (John 14:15) 

 

 “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to 

them and make our home with them. Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. 

These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.” – Jesus (John 

14:23-24) 

 

We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands. Whoever says, “I know 

him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that person. But if 

anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them. (1 John 2:3-5a)  

 

 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

(Matthew 22:36-39) 

 

Healthy families are the foundation of stable societies. 

 

I. The fifth commandment was the first given regarding human relationships and it 

deals with parents and children. 

Stand up in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your God. I am the 

LORD. (Leviticus 19:32) 

 

Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction 

    and do not forsake your mother’s teaching. 

They are a garland to grace your head 

    and a chain to adorn your neck. (Proverbs 1:8-9) 

 

Then he [Jesus] went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them [His parents]. 

(Luke 2:51a) 

 

II. God gives a general promise of blessing for obedience to this command. (v. 12b) 

If someone has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and mother and will 

not listen to them when they discipline him, his father and mother shall take hold of him and 

bring him to the elders at the gate of his town. They shall say to the elders, “This son of ours is 



stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a glutton and a drunkard.” Then all the men 

of his town are to stone him to death. You must purge the evil from among you. All Israel will 

hear of it and be afraid. (Deuteronomy 21:18-21) 

 

“Cursed is anyone who dishonors their father or mother.” 

Then all the people shall say, “Amen!” (Deuteronomy 27:16) 

 

If someone curses their father or mother, 

    their lamp will be snuffed out in pitch darkness. (Proverbs 20:20) 

 

The eye that mocks a father, 

    that scorns an aged mother, 

will be pecked out by the ravens of the valley, 

    will be eaten by the vultures. (Proverbs 30:17) 

 

… they have treated father and mother with contempt…  I will disperse you among the nations 

and scatter you through the countries; and I will put an end to your uncleanness. When you have 

been defiled in the eyes of the nations, you will know that I am the LORD.’” (Ezekiel 22:7a, 15-

16) 

 

“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at Horeb for all 

Israel. See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the LORD 

comes. He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to 

their parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction.” (Malachi 4:4-6) 

 
 For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: “Cursed is everyone 

who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” (Galatians 6:10) 

 

III. The fifth commandment is restated as a responsibility for Christians in the NT. 

(Ephesians 6:1-3, Colossians 3:20) 

Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord” (Colossians 3:20). 

 

“We must obey God rather than human beings!” (Acts 5:29) 

 

My son, keep your father’s command 

and do not forsake your mother’s teaching.  

Bind them always on your heart; 

fasten them around your neck.  

When you walk, they will guide you; 

when you sleep, they will watch over you; 

when you awake, they will speak to you. 

For this command is a lamp, 

this teaching is a light,  



and correction and instruction 

are the way to life… (Proverbs 6:20-23) 

 

Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God 

gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. They have 

become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, 

murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant 

and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; they have no 

understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. Although they know God’s righteous decree that 

those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also 

approve of those who practice them. (Romans 1:28-32) 

 

But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, 

lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 

without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 

treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God… (2 Timothy 3:1-4) 

 

A wise son heeds his father’s instruction, 

    but a mocker does not respond to rebukes. (Proverbs 13:1) 

 

Then Jeremiah said to the family of the Rekabites, “This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of 

Israel, says: ‘You have obeyed the command of your forefather Jehonadab and have followed 

all his instructions and have done everything he ordered.’ Therefore this is what the LORD 

Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘Jehonadab son of Rekab will never fail to have a descendant 

to serve me.’” (Jeremiah 35:18-19) 

 

Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which 

God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, 

whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who 

do so will bring judgment on themselves. (Romans 13:1-2).  

 

And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a father 

addresses his son? It says, 

“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, 

    and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 

because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

    and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.” (quoting Proverbs 3:11-12) 

Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not 

disciplined by their father? If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—

then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. Moreover, we have all had human 

fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to 

the Father of spirits and live! They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God 

disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. No discipline seems 
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pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and 

peace for those who have been trained by it. (Hebrews 12:5–11) 

 

IV. Honoring one’s parents is not to be mere “lip service.” (Matthew 15:1-9) 

Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked, “Why do 

your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don’t wash their hands before they eat!” 

Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? For 

God said, ‘Honor your father and mother’ and ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to 

be put to death.’ But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help 

their father or mother is ‘devoted to God,’ they are not to ‘honor their father or mother’ with it. 

Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition. 7 You hypocrites! Isaiah was 

right when he prophesied about you: 

“‘These people honor me with their lips, 

    but their hearts are far from me. 

They worship me in vain; 

    their teachings are merely human rules.’ (Matthew 15:1-9) 

 

V. What if one or both of your parents are dishonorable people? 

A. Honor them for what you can, at minimum as God’s means of giving you life. 

Listen to your father, who gave you life, 

    and do not despise your mother when she is old. (Proverbs 23:22) 

 

B. Seek to understand what shaped them and strive to forgive past hurts. 

…forgive each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. (Ephesians 4:32b) 

 

C. Forgiveness does not automatically mean trust or restoration of broken 

relationships. 

VI. Christian parents have the responsibility of teaching their children about God as 

well as how and why to obey Him. (Ephesians 6:4) 

Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction 

of the Lord. (Ephesians 6:4) 

 

Whoever spares the rod hates their children, but the one who loves their children is careful to 

discipline them. (Proverbs 13:24) 
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Start children off on (train up a child in) the way they should go, and even when they are old 

they will not turn from it. (Proverbs 22:6) 

 

Discipline your children, for in that there is hope; 

    do not be a willing party to their death. (Proverbs 19:18) 

 

My people, hear my teaching; 

    listen to the words of my mouth. 

I will open my mouth with a parable; 

    I will utter hidden things, things from of old— 

things we have heard and known, 

    things our ancestors have told us. 

We will not hide them from their descendants; 

    we will tell the next generation 

the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, 

    his power, and the wonders he has done. 

He decreed statutes for Jacob 

    and established the law in Israel, 

which he commanded our ancestors 

    to teach their children, 

so the next generation would know them, 

    even the children yet to be born, 

    and they in turn would tell their children. 

Then they would put their trust in God 

    and would not forget his deeds 

    but would keep his commands. 

They would not be like their ancestors— 

    a stubborn and rebellious generation, 

whose hearts were not loyal to God, 

    whose spirits were not faithful to him. (Psalm 78:1-8) 

 

Who is wise? Let them realize these things. 

Who is discerning? Let them understand. 

The ways of the LORD are right; 

the righteous walk in them, 

but the rebellious stumble in them. (Hosea 14:9) 

 


