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I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ 

died for nothing! (Galatians 2:21) 

 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

(Matthew 22:36-39) 

 

God gave Israel His Laws so that they would think rightly about Him and know how to 

fulfill His purposes for them. 

I. The responsibilities outlined in the Law were based upon who God was and what He 

had done for Israel. (v. 1-2) 

But God found fault with the people and said: 

“The days are coming, declares the Lord, 

    when I will make a new covenant 

with the people of Israel 

    and with the people of Judah. 

It will not be like the covenant 

    I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand 

    to lead them out of Egypt, 

because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, 

    and I turned away from them, 

declares the Lord. (Hebrews 8:8-9) 

 

Though you already know all this, I want to remind you that the Lord at one time delivered his 

people out of Egypt, but later destroyed those who did not believe. (Jude 1:5) 

 

II. Yahweh is the One True and Living God, therefore He must be the preeminent 

priority. (v. 3) 

“This is what the LORD says— 

    Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: 

I am the first and I am the last; 

    apart from me there is no God. 



Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. 

    Let him declare and lay out before me 

what has happened since I established my ancient people, 

    and what is yet to come— 

    yes, let them foretell what will come. 

Do not tremble, do not be afraid. 

    Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago? 

You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? 

    No, there is no other Rock; I know not one.” (Isaiah 44:6-8) 

 

…yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; 

and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we 

live. (1 Corinthians 8:6) 

 

This is what God the LORD says— 

the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out, 

    who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it, 

    who gives breath to its people, 

    and life to those who walk on it: 

“I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; 

    I will take hold of your hand. 

I will keep you and will make you 

    to be a covenant for the people 

    and a light for the Gentiles, 

to open eyes that are blind, 

    to free captives from prison 

    and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. 

“I am the LORD; that is my name! 

    I will not yield my glory to another 

    or my praise to idols. 

See, the former things have taken place, 

    and new things I declare; 

before they spring into being 

    I announce them to you.” (Isaiah 42:5-8) 

 

“Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves 

their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.” (Matthew 10:37) 

 

We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living 

God, who made the heavens and the earth and the sea and everything in them. (Acts 14:15b) 

 

III. Idolatry and the creation of idols to worship is forbidden. (v. 4-5) 



“‘Do not make idols or set up an image or a sacred stone for yourselves, and do not place a 

carved stone in your land to bow down before it. I am the LORD your God.” (Leviticus 26:1) 

 

A silversmith named Demetrius, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought in a lot of 

business for the craftsmen there. He called them together, along with the workers in related 

trades, and said: “You know, my friends, that we receive a good income from this business. 

And you see and hear how this fellow Paul has convinced and led astray large numbers of 

people here in Ephesus and in practically the whole province of Asia. He says that gods made 

by human hands are no gods at all. There is danger not only that our trade will lose its good 

name, but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis will be discredited; and the goddess 

herself, who is worshiped throughout the province of Asia and the world, will be robbed of her 

divine majesty.” 

When they heard this, they were furious and began shouting: “Great is Artemis of the 

Ephesians!” Soon the whole city was in an uproar. (Acts 19:24-28) 

 

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of 

people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is 

plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God’s 

invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being 

understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse. 

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but 

their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be 

wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look 

like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles. 

Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the 

degrading of their bodies with one another. They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and 

worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 

(Romans 1:18-25) 

 

Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites 

died. The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and 

against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for the 

people. The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten 

can look at it and live.” So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when 

anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived. (Numbers 21:6-9) 

 

[Hezekiah] removed the high places, smashed the sacred stones and cut down the Asherah 

poles. He broke into pieces the bronze snake Moses had made, for up to that time the Israelites 

had been burning incense to it. (It was called Nehushtan. (2 Kings 18:4) 

 

The carpenter measures with a line 

    and makes an outline with a marker; 

he roughs it out with chisels 

    and marks it with compasses. 



He shapes it in human form, 

    human form in all its glory, 

    that it may dwell in a shrine. 

He cut down cedars, 

    or perhaps took a cypress or oak. 

He let it grow among the trees of the forest, 

    or planted a pine, and the rain made it grow. 

It is used as fuel for burning; 

    some of it he takes and warms himself, 

    he kindles a fire and bakes bread. 

But he also fashions a god and worships it; 

    he makes an idol and bows down to it. 

Half of the wood he burns in the fire; 

    over it he prepares his meal, 

    he roasts his meat and eats his fill. 

He also warms himself and says, 

    “Ah! I am warm; I see the fire.” 

From the rest he makes a god, his idol; 

    he bows down to it and worships. 

He prays to it and says, 

    “Save me! You are my god!” 

They know nothing, they understand nothing; 

    their eyes are plastered over so they cannot see, 

    and their minds closed so they cannot understand. 

No one stops to think, 

    no one has the knowledge or understanding to say, 

“Half of it I used for fuel; 

    I even baked bread over its coals, 

    I roasted meat and I ate. 

Shall I make a detestable thing from what is left? 

    Shall I bow down to a block of wood?” 

Such a person feeds on ashes; a deluded heart misleads him; 

    he cannot save himself, or say, 

    “Is not this thing in my right hand a lie?” (Isaiah 44:13-20) 

 

But now I am writing to you that you must not associate with anyone who claims to be a brother 

or sister but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or slanderer, a drunkard or swindler. Do 

not even eat with such people. (1 Corinthians 5:11) 

 

Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry. (1 Corinthians 10:14) 

 

What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the 

living God. (2 Corinthians 6:16) 

 



So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the flesh 

desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in 

conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. But if you are led by the 

Spirit, you are not under the law. The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity 

and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, 

dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, 

that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ 

Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us 

keep in step with the Spirit.  (Galatians 5:16-25) 

 

Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 

deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with 

men nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the 

kingdom of God. And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were 

sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

(1 Corinthians 6:9-11) 

 
 Dear children, keep yourselves from idols. (1 John 5:21) 

 

IV. Because Yahweh is the only true God He punishes those who reject Him and blesses 

those who love Him. (v. 5-6) 

I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 

So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 

(Revelation 3:15-16) 

 

Parents are not to be put to death for their children, nor children put to death for their parents; 

each will die for their own sin. (Deuteronomy 24:16) 

 

V. Because God’s names embody all that He is, it must be held and honored with the 

highest regard. (v. 7) 

LORD, our Lord, 

    how majestic is Your name in all the earth! (Psalm 8:1a) 

 

The works of [God’s] hands are faithful and just; 

    all His precepts are trustworthy. 

They are established for ever and ever, 

    enacted in faithfulness and uprightness. 

He provided redemption for His people; 



    He ordained His covenant forever— 

    holy and awesome is His name. 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 

    all who follow His precepts have good understanding. 

    To Him belongs eternal praise. (Psalm 111:7-10) 

 

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

    and gave him the name that is above every name, 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 3:9-11) 

 

“This, then, is how you should pray: 

“‘Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name… (Matthew 6:9) 

 

Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the name of your God. I am the LORD. 

(Leviticus 19:12).  

 

“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but 

fulfill to the Lord the vows you have made.’ But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by 

heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the 

city of the Great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair 

white or black. All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from 

the evil one. (Matthew 5:33-37)  

 

Above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear—not by heaven or by earth or by anything 

else. All you need to say is a simple “Yes” or “No.” Otherwise you will be condemned. (James 

5:12) 

 

[The tongue} is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With the tongue we praise our Lord and 

Father, and with it we curse human beings, who have been made in God’s likeness. Out of the 

same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this should not be. Can both 

fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? (James 3:8b-11) 

 

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 

who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 

respect… (1 Peter 3:15) 

 

Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of 

him who is the head, that is, Christ. (Ephesians 4:15) 


