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God’s visitation at Mt. Sinai was designed to create reverent fear in the Israelites. 

I. The Israelites were sadly self-deluded about their ability to follow God’s 

instructions. (v. 7-8) 

“When you heard the voice out of the darkness, while the mountain was ablaze with fire, all the 

leaders of your tribes and your elders came to me. And you said, “The LORD our God has 

shown us his glory and his majesty, and we have heard his voice from the fire. Today we have 

seen that a person can live even if God speaks with them. But now, why should we die? This 

great fire will consume us, and we will die if we hear the voice of the LORD our God any longer. 

For what mortal has ever heard the voice of the living God speaking out of fire, as we have, and 

survived? Go near and listen to all that the LORD our God says. Then tell us whatever the LORD 

our God tells you. We will listen and obey.” 

The LORD heard you when you spoke to me, and the LORD said to me, “I have heard what this 

people said to you. Everything they said was good. Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to 

fear me and keep all my commands always, so that it might go well with them and their 

children forever! (Deuteronomy 5:23-29) 

 

‘I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. I say, ‘My 

purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.’ (Isaiah 46:10) 

 

Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it completely. (Psalm 139:4) 

 

I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of 

Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew…  So 

too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace. And if by grace, then it cannot be 

based on works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace. 

What then? What the people of Israel sought so earnestly they did not obtain. The elect among 

them did, but the others were hardened, as it is written: 

“God gave them a spirit of stupor, 

    eyes that could not see 

    and ears that could not hear, 

to this very day.” (Romans 1:2-b, 5-7) 

 

Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of their 

transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious. But if their 

transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how 

much greater riches will their full inclusion bring! (Romans 11:11-12) 

 



 I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and sisters, so that you may not be 

conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has 

come in, and in this way all Israel will be saved.  

As it is written: 

“The deliverer will come from Zion; 

    he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. 

And this is my covenant with them 

    when I take away their sins.” 

As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies for your sake; but as far as election is 

concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, for God’s gifts and his call are 

irrevocable. Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a 

result of their disobedience, so they too have now become disobedient in order that they too 

may now receive mercy as a result of God’s mercy to you. For God has bound everyone over to 

disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all. 

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 

    How unsearchable his judgments, 

    and his paths beyond tracing out! 

“Who has known the mind of the Lord? 

    Or who has been his counselor?” 

“Who has ever given to God, 

    that God should repay them?” 

For from him and through him and for him are all things. 

    To him be the glory forever! Amen. (Romans 11:25-36) 

 

“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, 

    “when I will make a new covenant 

with the people of Israel 

    and with the people of Judah. 

It will not be like the covenant 

    I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand 

    to lead them out of Egypt, 

because they broke my covenant, 

    though I was a husband to them,” 

declares the LORD. 

“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel 

    after that time,” declares the LORD. 

“I will put my law in their minds 

    and write it on their hearts. 

I will be their God, 

    and they will be my people. 

No longer will they teach their neighbor, 

    or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’ 

because they will all know me, 



    from the least of them to the greatest,” 

declares the LORD. 

“For I will forgive their wickedness 

    and will remember their sins no more.” (Jeremiah 31:31-34) 

 

II. God promised a visible and audible appearance in order that Moses’ leadership be 

reaffirmed. (v. 9) 

 The LORD would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. (Exodus 33:11a) 

 

As Moses went into the tent of meeting, the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at the 

entrance, while the LORD spoke with Moses. (Exodus 33:9) 

 

 “…no one may see me and live.” (Exodus 33:20b) 

 

No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest 

relationship with the Father, has made him known. (John 1:18) 

 

III. God’s holiness forbids any casual approach to Him. (v. 10-15) 

As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 

But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, 

because I am holy.” (1 Peter 1:14-16) 

 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that 

you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received 

mercy, but now you have received mercy. (1 Peter 2:9-10) 

 

Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary. A tabernacle 

was set up. In its first room were the lampstand and the table with its consecrated bread; this 

was called the Holy Place. Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place, 

which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. This ark 

contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the 

covenant. Above the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the atonement cover. 

But we cannot discuss these things in detail now. 

When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered regularly into the outer room to 

carry on their ministry. But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a 

year, and never without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had 

committed in ignorance. The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most Holy 

Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was still functioning. This is an 

illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not 

able to clear the conscience of the worshiper. They are only a matter of food and drink and 



various ceremonial washings—external regulations applying until the time of the new order. 

(Hebrews 9:1-10) 

 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the 

blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and 

since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart 

and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a 

guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to 

the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one 

another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit 

of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

(Hebrews 10:19-25) 

 

IV. The Lord’s manifestation was awe inspiring. (v. 16-19) 

Wisdom’s instruction is to fear the Lord, and humility comes before honor. (Proverbs 15:33) 

 

The LORD is exalted, for he dwells on high; 

    he will fill Zion with his justice and righteousness. 

He will be the sure foundation for your times, 

    a rich store of salvation and wisdom and knowledge; 

    the fear of the LORD is the key to this treasure.  (Isaiah 33:5-6) 

 

From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land…And when Jesus had 

cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 

At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, 

the rocks split and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were 

raised to life. They came out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city 

and appeared to many people. 

When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all 

that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” 

(Matthew 27:44, 50-54) 
 

V. The Israelites were warned once again of the danger of approaching God in a 

manner He had not authorized. (v. 20-23) 

Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and added incense; and they 

offered unauthorized fire before the LORD, contrary to his command. So fire came out from the 

presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD.  Moses then said to 

Aaron, “This is what the LORD spoke of when he said: 

“‘Among those who approach me 

    I will be proved holy; 



in the sight of all the people 

    I will be honored.’” (Leviticus 10:1-3) 

 

Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who 

prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those who had been invited to 

the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come. 

“Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have 

prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. 

Come to the wedding banquet.’ 

“But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. The rest 

seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his army 

and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 

Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve 

to come. So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ So the servants 

went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, 

and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing 

wedding clothes. He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The 

man was speechless. 

“Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the 

darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

“For many are invited, but few are chosen.” (Matthew 22:1-14) 

 

By calling this covenant “new,” he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and 

outdated will soon disappear. (Hebrews 8:13) 

 

First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor 

were you pleased with them”—though they were offered in accordance with the law. Then he 

said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to establish the second. 

And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once 

for all. (Hebrews 10:8-10) 

 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 

them but to fulfill them” (Matthew 5:17).  

 

A man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put 

our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, 

because by observing the law no one will be justified” (Galatians 2:16). 

 

You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness, 

gloom and storm; to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it 

begged that no further word be spoken to them, because they could not bear what was 

commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned to death.” The sight 

was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.” 



But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You 

have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the 

firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the 

spirits of the righteous made perfect,  to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the 

sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him 

who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us 

from heaven? At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Once more I 

will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” The words “once more” indicate the 

removing of what can be shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may 

remain. 

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so 

worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our “God is a consuming fire. (Hebrews 

12:18-28) 

 

Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything 

that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. (2 Corinthians 

7:1) 

 


