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God assures Habakkuk that judgement is coming. 

I. God will judge the proud and greedy. (v. 2:5) 

II. God will judge those who commit robbery. (v. 6-8) 

See, I will stir up against them the Medes, 

    who do not care for silver 

    and have no delight in gold. (Isaiah 13:17) 

 
 This is what the LORD Almighty says: 

“The people of Israel are oppressed, 

    and the people of Judah as well. 

All their captors hold them fast, 

    refusing to let them go. 

Yet their Redeemer is strong; 

    the LORD Almighty is his name. 

He will vigorously defend their cause 

    so that he may bring rest to their land, 

    but unrest to those who live in Babylon. 

“A sword against the Babylonians!” 

    declares the LORD— 

“against those who live in Babylon 

    and against her officials and wise men! 

A sword against her false prophets! 

    They will become fools. 

A sword against her warriors! 

    They will be filled with terror. 

A sword against her horses and chariots 

    and all the foreigners in her ranks! 

    They will become weaklings.  

A sword against her treasures! 

    They will be plundered. (Jeremiah 50:33-37) 

 

III. God will judge those who commit exploitation. (v. 9-11) 

 

IV. God will judge those who commit violence (v. 12-14)  



Why do the nations conspire 

    and the peoples plot in vain? 

The kings of the earth rise up 

    and the rulers band together 

    against the LORD and against his anointed, saying, 

“Let us break their chains 

    and throw off their shackles.” 

The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 

    the Lord scoffs at them. 

He rebukes them in his anger 

    and terrifies them in his wrath… (Psalm 2:1-5) 

 

In the last days 

the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established 

    as the highest of the mountains; 

it will be exalted above the hills, 

    and all nations will stream to it. 

Many peoples will come and say, 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

    to the temple of the God of Jacob. 

He will teach us his ways, 

    so that we may walk in his paths.” 

The law will go out from Zion, 

    the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

He will judge between the nations 

    and will settle disputes for many peoples. 

They will beat their swords into plowshares 

    and their spears into pruning hooks. 

Nation will not take up sword against nation, 

    nor will they train for war anymore. 

Come, descendants of Jacob, 

    let us walk in the light of the LORD. (Isaiah 2:2-5) 

 

Everyone will sit under their own vine  

    and under their own fig tree, 

and no one will make them afraid, 

    for the LORD Almighty has spoken. 

All the nations may walk 

    in the name of their gods, 

but we will walk in the name of the LORD 

    our God for ever and ever. (Micah 4:4-5) 

 

V. God will judge those who commit debauchery (v. 15-17) 



Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual 

immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. (Romans 13:13) 

 

Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit… 

(Ephesians 5:18) 

 

VI. God will judge those who commit idolatry (v. 18-19)   

He cut down cedars, 

    or perhaps took a cypress or oak. 

He let it grow among the trees of the forest, 

    or planted a pine, and the rain made it grow. 

It is used as fuel for burning; 

    some of it he takes and warms himself, 

    he kindles a fire and bakes bread. 

But he also fashions a god and worships it; 

    he makes an idol and bows down to it. 

Half of the wood he burns in the fire; 

    over it he prepares his meal, 

    he roasts his meat and eats his fill. 

He also warms himself and says, 

    “Ah! I am warm; I see the fire.” 

From the rest he makes a god, his idol; 

    he bows down to it and worships. 

He prays to it and says, 

    “Save me! You are my god!” 

They know nothing, they understand nothing; 

    their eyes are plastered over so they cannot see, 

    and their minds closed so they cannot understand. 

No one stops to think, 

    no one has the knowledge or understanding to say, 

“Half of it I used for fuel; 

    I even baked bread over its coals, 

    I roasted meat and I ate. 

Shall I make a detestable thing from what is left? 

    Shall I bow down to a block of wood?” 

Such a person feeds on ashes; a deluded heart misleads him; 

    he cannot save himself, or say, 

    “Is not this thing in my right hand a lie?” (Isiah 44:14-20) 

 

VII. The timing of His judgment is perfect. (v. 20) 

I will send foreigners to Babylon 

    to winnow her and to devastate her land; 



they will oppose her on every side 

    in the day of her disaster. 

Let not the archer string his bow, 

    nor let him put on his armor. 

Do not spare her young men; 

    completely destroy her army. 

They will fall down slain in Babylon, 

    fatally wounded in her streets. 

For Israel and Judah have not been forsaken 

    by their God, the LORD Almighty, 

though their land is full of guilt 

    before the Holy One of Israel. 

“Flee from Babylon! 

    Run for your lives! 

    Do not be destroyed because of her sins. 

It is time for the LORD’s vengeance; 

    he will repay her what she deserves. 

Babylon was a gold cup in the LORD’s hand; 

    she made the whole earth drunk. 

The nations drank her wine; 

    therefore they have now gone mad. 

Babylon will suddenly fall and be broken. 

    Wail over her! 

Get balm for her pain; 

    perhaps she can be healed. 

“‘We would have healed Babylon, 

    but she cannot be healed; 

let us leave her and each go to our own land, 

    for her judgment reaches to the skies, 

    it rises as high as the heavens.’ 

“‘The LORD has vindicated us; 

    come, let us tell in Zion 

    what the LORD our God has done.’ 

“Sharpen the arrows, 

    take up the shields! 

The LORD has stirred up the kings of the Medes, 

    because his purpose is to destroy Babylon. 

The LORD will take vengeance, 

    vengeance for his temple. 

Lift up a banner against the walls of Babylon! 

    Reinforce the guard, 

station the watchmen, 

    prepare an ambush! 

The LORD will carry out his purpose, 



    his decree against the people of Babylon. 

You who live by many waters 

    and are rich in treasures, 

your end has come, 

    the time for you to be destroyed. 

The LORD Almighty has sworn by Himself: 

    I will surely fill you with troops, as with a swarm of locusts, 

    and they will shout in triumph over you. (Jeremiah 51:2-14) 

 

“This is what the LORD says to his anointed, 

    to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of 

to subdue nations before him 

    and to strip kings of their armor, 

to open doors before him 

    so that gates will not be shut: 

I will go before you 

    and will level the mountains; 

I will break down gates of bronze 

    and cut through bars of iron. 

I will give you hidden treasures, 

    riches stored in secret places, 

so that you may know that I am the LORD, 

    the God of Israel, who summons you by name. 

For the sake of Jacob my servant, 

    of Israel my chosen, 

I summon you by name 

    and bestow on you a title of honor, 

    though you do not acknowledge me. 

I am the LORD, and there is no other; 

    apart from me there is no God. 

I will strengthen you, 

    though you have not acknowledged me, 

so that from the rising of the sun 

    to the place of its setting 

people may know there is none besides me. 

    I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

I form the light and create darkness, 

    I bring prosperity and create disaster; 

    I, the LORD, do all these things. 

“You heavens above, rain down my righteousness; 

    let the clouds shower it down. 

Let the earth open wide, 

    let salvation spring up, 



let righteousness flourish with it; 

    I, the LORD, have created it. 

“Woe to those who quarrel with their Maker, 

    those who are nothing but potsherds 

    among the potsherds on the ground. 

Does the clay say to the potter, 

    ‘What are you making?’ 

Does your work say, 

    ‘The potter has no hands’? 

Woe to the one who says to a father, 

    ‘What have you begotten?’ 

or to a mother, 

    ‘What have you brought to birth?’ 

“This is what the LORD says— 

    the Holy One of Israel, and its Maker: 

Concerning things to come, 

    do you question me about my children, 

    or give me orders about the work of my hands? 

It is I who made the earth 

    and created mankind on it. 

My own hands stretched out the heavens; 

    I marshaled their starry hosts. 

I will raise up Cyrus in my righteousness: 

    I will make all his ways straight. 

He will rebuild my city 

    and set my exiles free, 

but not for a price or reward, 

    says the LORD Almighty.” (Isaiah 45:1-13) 

 

 “He is my shepherd and will accomplish all that I please” (Isaiah 44:28). 

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly… 

Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s 

wrath through him! For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through 

the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his 

life! (Romans 5:6, 9-10) 

 

…do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 

Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men, nor 

thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of 

God. And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Corinthians 6:9-

11) 

 



But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 

law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. Because you are 

his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 

So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you 

also an heir. (Galatians 4:4-7) 

 


