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Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they
not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them. (Romans
1:32)

Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for
darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. (Isaiah 5:20)

What perplexes a prophet of God?

God does not always act as we suppose He should.

Manasseh even took a carved idol he had made and set it up in God’s Temple, the very place
where God had told David and his son Solomon: “My name will be honored forever in this
Temple and in Jerusalem—the city | have chosen from among all the tribes of Israel. If the
Israelites will be careful to obey my commands—all the laws, decrees, and regulations given
through Moses—I will not send them into exile from this land that | set aside for your
ancestors.” But Manasseh led the people of Judah and Jerusalem to do even more evil than the
pagan nations that the LoRD had destroyed when the people of Israel entered the land.

The LoRD spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they ignored all his warnings. (2 Chronicles
33:7-10 NLT)

Nevertheless, the LORD did not turn away from the heat of his fierce anger, which burned
against Judah because of all that Manasseh had done to arouse his anger. So the LORD said, “I
will remove Judah also from my presence as | removed Israel, and | will reject Jerusalem, the
city I chose, and this temple, about which I said, ‘My Name shall be there.”” (2 Kings 23:26-27)

I.  God is sometimes silent. (v. 1-4)

How long, LorD? Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from me?
How long must | wrestle with my thoughts
and day after day have sorrow in my heart?
How long will my enemy triumph over me? (Psalm 13:1-2)

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far from saving me,
so far from my cries of anguish?



My God, | cry out by day, but you do not answer,
by night, but I find no rest. (Psalm 22:1-2)

When the sentence for a crime is not quickly carried out, people’s hearts are filled with schemes
to do wrong. (Ecclesiastes 8:11)

A. Therefore, we must remember and regard what He has already spoken.

Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the Book of the Law in the
temple of the LORD.” He gave it to Shaphan, who read it. Then Shaphan the secretary informed
the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read from it in the presence of
the king.

When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his robes. (2 Kings 22:8,10-11)

When he takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write for himself on a scroll a copy of this
law, taken from that of the Levitical priests. It is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days
of his life so that he may learn to revere the LORD his God and follow carefully all the words of
this law and these decrees (Deuteronomy 17:18-19)

Blessed are those whose ways are blameless,
who walk according to the law of the LORD.
Blessed are those who keep His statutes
and seek Him with all their heart—
they do no wrong
but follow His ways.
You have laid down precepts
that are to be fully obeyed...
I have hidden your word in my heart
that I might not sin against you...
| meditate on your precepts
and consider your ways.
| delight in your decrees;
I will not neglect your word. (Psalm 119:1-4; 11, 15-16)

This he did to fulfill the requirements of the law written in the book that Hilkiah the priest had
discovered in the temple of the LoRrD. Neither before nor after Josiah was there a king like him
who turned to the LoRD as he did—uwith all his heart and with all his soul and with all his
strength, in accordance with all the Law of Moses. (2 Kings 23:24-25)

B. He is patiently waiting to allow people time to respond to Him.

The LORD, the God of their ancestors, sent word to them through his messengers again and
again, because he had pity on his people and on his dwelling place. But they mocked God’s



messengers, despised his words and scoffed at his prophets until the wrath of the LORD was
aroused against his people and there was no remedy. (2 Chronicles 36:15-16)

Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing
that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance? But because of your stubbornness
and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s
wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. God “will repay each person according to
what they have done.” (Romans 2:4-6)

For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made right with God when they
believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood. This sacrifice shows that God was
being fair when he held back and did not punish those who sinned in times past. (Romans 3:25
NLT)

1. God sometimes acts unexpectedly. (v. 5-11)

“Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever;
wisdom and power are his.
He changes times and seasons;
he deposes kings and raises up others. (Daniel 2:20-21)

Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which
God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. (Romans 13:1)

All of them intend to do violence; every face is determined. They take prisoners as easily as one
scoops up sand. (v. 9 NET)

A. Therefore, we must remember that He is absolutely sovereign and good.

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the LORD.
“As the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts...” (Isaiah 55:8-9)

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28)

Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following
their own evil desires. They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our
ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” But they
deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was
formed out of water and by water. By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and



destroyed. By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for
the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. (2 Peter 3:3-7)

B. He is patiently waiting until the time He has appointed to deal decisively with sin.

As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came
over him. Then the LORD said to him, “Know for certain that for four hundred years your
descendants will be strangers in a country not their own and that they will be enslaved and
mistreated there. But | will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come
out with great possessions. You, however, will go to your ancestors in peace and be buried at a
good old age. In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the
Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.” (Genesis 15:12-16)

...you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people
are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a
pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so
that this day should surprise you like a thief. (1 Thessalonians 5:2-4)

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and
a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some
understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone
to come to repentance.

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the
elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. (2
Peter 3:8-10)

Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought
to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That
day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the
heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth,
where righteousness dwells.

So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found
spotless, blameless and at peace with him. Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means
salvation... (2 Peter 3:11-15)

“Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is
proclaimed to you. Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a
justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses. Take care that what the
prophets have said does not happen to you:
“‘Look, you scoffers,
wonder and perish,
for 1 am going to do something in your days
that you would never believe,
even if someone told you.”” (Acts 13:38-41)



