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To be “In Christ” is to have a personal saving relationship with Jesus and in being united to
Him, thereby enjoy all the blessings and benefits of our position as promised by God.

In Christ...

I am Free from all Condemnation.

| have a New Mind.

| am a New Creation

| am now Dead to Sin and Alive to Christ
I have been brought from Death to Life

I am an Adopted Child of God

| have a Glorious Future

| have Free Access to the Throne of Grace
| have Two Heavenly Intercessors

I will be Made Like Him

I am Safe from all Accusation

| am Utterly Secure

I am a Member of His Body

Are my efforts in living the Christian life being done for the right reasons?

I. Good works done for the purpose of earning or keeping God’s favor are not

acceptable to Him.

We know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So

we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by
the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified. (Galatians 2:16)
“I will not give my glory to another” (Isaiah 42:8; 42:11)

These are the ones | look on with favor: those who are humble and contrite in spirit, and who
tremble at my word. (Isaiah 66:2)

1. Good works are the expected result of God granting us salvation, not a (let alone the)

reason for it.

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the
gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)



Grace = Undeserved Favor

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do. (Ephesians 2:10)

...all our righteous acts are like filthy rags... (Isaiah 64:6b)

Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—some thirty,
some sixty, some a hundred times what was sown.” (Mark 4:20)

Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control...
(Galatians 5:22-23a)

For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline.
(2 Timothy 1:7)

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word. (2 Thessalonians 2:16-17)

I11. Good works done in hope of eternal rewards is an acceptable Christian motivation,

(but not the best).

“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do,
you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 6:1)

“For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will
reward each person according to what they have done.” (Matthew”16:27)

By the grace God has given me, | laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is
building on it. But each one should build with care. For no one can lay any foundation other
than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If anyone builds on this foundation using gold,
silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, their work will be shown for what it is, because the
Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each
person’s work. If what has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. If it is burned
up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though only as one escaping through
the flames. (1 Corinthians 3:10-15)

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. (Hebrews 6:1)

Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a
way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do



it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. Therefore |
do not run like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer beating the air. No, |
strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that after | have preached to others, I myself
will not be disqualified for the prize. (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)

Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his
appearing. (2 Timothy 4:8)

And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade
away. (1 Peter 5:4)

Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will
receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. (James 1:12)

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters,
since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord
Christ you are serving. (Colossians 3:23-24)

IVV. Love for God and thankfulness for what He has done for us (worship) is the highest

and best motivation to live the Christian life.

Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. (Romans 12:1)

“Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to
them and make our home with them. (John 14:23)

So you see, our love for him comes as a result of his loving us first. (1 John 4:19 TLB)

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For He chose us in Him before the creation of the
world to be holy and blameless in His sight. In love ® He predestined us for adoption to sonship
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with His pleasure and will— to the praise of His glorious
grace, which He has freely given us in the One He loves.

"In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the
riches of God’s grace that He lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, He made
known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in
Christ, to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things
in heaven and on earth under Christ.

1 In Him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of Him who
works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will, *2in order that we, who were
the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory.




13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation. When you believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,
4 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s
possession—to the praise of His glory. (Ephesians 1:3-14)

Loving God and People as we Grow, Serve and share the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and
with all your strength.” The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mark 12:30-31a)

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. (2 Peter
3:18)

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind. (Romans 12:2)

This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have
confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus.
(1 John 4:17)

If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God
may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever.
Amen. (1 Peter 4:11b)

You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the
flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. (Galatians 5:13)

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that
you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (1
Peter 2:9)

Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous deeds among all peoples. (Psalm 96:3)

Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and
who lives for ever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne
and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say:
“You are worthy, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things,
and by your will they were created
and have their being.” (Revelation 4:9-11)



"What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord
assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants
nor he who waters is anything, but only God gives the growth" (1 Corinthians 3:5-7)

In Christ every obedient choice | make can and should be an act of worship.




