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In Christ | have mutually beneficial relationships with other members of His body.

I.  We who are in Christ are not to view ourselves with pride. (v. 3a)

If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive themselves. Each one
should test their own actions. Then they can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing
themselves to someone else, for each one should carry their own load. (Galatians 6:3-5)

Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall. (Proverbs 16:18)

“God opposes the proud
but shows favor to the humble.” (James 4:6 quoting Proverbs 3:34)

Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes
and clever in their own sight. (Isaiah 5:21)

Do you see a person wise in their own eyes?
There is more hope for a fool than for them. (Proverbs 26:12)

The greatest among you will be your servant. For those who exalt themselves will be humbled,
and those who humble themselves will be exalted. (Matthew 23:11-12)

1. In Christ we are not great in ourselves, nor are we inadequate to the work God has

prepared us to do. (v. 3b)

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do. (Ephesians 2:10)

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word. (2 Thessalonians 2:16-17)

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the
gift of God—mnot by works, so that no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” (Luke 17:5)

| can do all things through Him who strengthens me. (Philippians 4:13)



...because of these surpassingly great revelations. Therefore, in order to keep me from
becoming conceited, | was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me.
Three times | pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, “My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for
Christ’s sake, | delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.
For when | am weak, then | am strong. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

I11. In Christ believers are united as a living organism, His body. (v. 4-5)

And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. (Ephesians
1:22-23)

And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the
dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. (Colossians 1:18)

They have lost connection with the head, from whom the whole body, supported and held
together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow. (Colossians 2:19)

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with
Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or
Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. (1 Corinthians 12:12-13)

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us
consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as
you see the Day approaching. (Hebrews 10:23-25)

IVV. In Christ God gives serving grace for the benefit of others. (v. 6a)

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are different kinds
of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in
everyone it is the same God at work. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given
for the common good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7)

Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many. Now if the foot should say, “Because
[ am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the
body. And if the ear should say, “Because [ am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it
would not for that reason stop being part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where
would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell
be? But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them



to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one
body.

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I
don’t need you!” On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And
the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our presentable parts
need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts
that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal
concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored,
every part rejoices with it. (1 Corinthians 12:14-26)

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. (Romans 12:1)

V. In Christ we are called to discover our gifts and put them to use as God intends. (V.
6b-8)

2 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 22 And God has placed in
the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of
healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 2° Are all apostles? Are all
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? * Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak
in tongues? Do all interpret? 3! Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:27-31)

But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort.
(1 Corinthians 14:3)

As a prisoner for the Lord, then, | urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have
received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. * Make
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body and one
Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one
baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8 This is why it says:
“When he ascended on high,

he took many captives

and gave gifts to his people.”
(What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? He
who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the
whole universe.) So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors
and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built
up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. (Ephesians 4:1-13)

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of
God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the



very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that
in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for
ever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:10-11)

Pursue peace and unity with one another
...be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you. (2 Corinthians
13:11b)

Be devoted to one another
Be devoted to one another in love. (Romans 12:10a)

Honor one another
Honor one another above yourselves. (Romans 12:10b)

Do good to one another
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong
to the family of believers. (Galatians 6:10)

Be kind, humble and sympathetic to one another

...be compassionate and humble. (1 Peter 3:8b)

All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another... (1 Peter 5:5b)

Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s
feet. (John 13:14)

Consider others as more important than yourself

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above
yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.
(Philippians 2:3-4)

Appreciate the leaders God has provided among you

Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who work hard among you, who
care for you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in love
because of their work. (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13a)

Share hospitality and fellowship with one another

Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. (1 Peter 4:9)

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. (1 John 1:7)

Do not lie to one another
Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are
all members of one body. (Ephesians 4:25)

Forgive one another



Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone.
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. (Colossians 3:13)

Confess your sins and pray for one another
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.
(James 5:16a)

Do not judge one another in disputable matters
Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put
any stumbling block or obstacle in the way of a brother or sister. (Romans 14:13)

Build up and Encourage one another
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing. (1
Thessalonians 5:11)

Admonish, Teach and Encourage one another

Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with
all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in
your hearts. (Colossians 3:16)

And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive, encourage the
disheartened, help the weak, be patient with everyone. (1 Thessalonians 5:14)

Restore one another
Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that
person gently. (Galatians 6:1)

Stir one another up

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds... (Hebrews
10:24)

Submit to one another according to God’s design

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. (Ephesians 5:21)

Carry one another’s burdens
Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. (Galatians 6:2)

Serve one another

You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the
flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. ** For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this
one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Galatians 5:13-14)

Love one another
My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to
lay down one’s life for one’s friends. (John 5:12-13)



