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Because of the steadfast love of Christ | am utterly secure no matter my circumstances.

I.  Those in Christ should never worry they might be separated from His love. (v. 35a)

We love him, because he first loved us. (1 John 4:19)

It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for Him to leave
this world and go to the Father. Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to
the end. (John 13:1)

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord,
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name
perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you
evildoers!” (Matthew 7:21-23)

Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be
cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:3)

When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did you get
here?”

Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw the signs |
performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. Do not work for food that spoils,
but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him God
the Father has placed his seal of approval.”

Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?”

Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”

So they asked him, “What sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What
will you do? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written: ‘He gave them
bread from heaven to eat.””

Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from
heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is
the bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”

“Sir,” they said, “always give us this bread.”

Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. But as | told you, you have seen me and still you
do not believe. All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me | will
never drive away. For | have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of
him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that | shall lose none of all those he



has given me, but raise them up at the last day. For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks
to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.”
(John 6:25-40)

Il. Though we may suffer many painful circumstances, this does not mean God has

stopped loving us. (v. 35b)

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against
you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. (Matthew 5:10-12)

| have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and
been exposed to death again and again. Five times | received from the Jews the forty lashes
minus one. Three times | was beaten with rods, once | was pelted with stones, three times | was
shipwrecked, | spent a night and a day in the open sea, | have been constantly on the move. |
have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in
danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in
danger from false believers. | have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; | have
known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; | have been cold and naked. (2
Corinthians 11:23b-27)

You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love,
endurance, persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium
and Lystra, the persecutions | endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. In fact,
everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evildoers and
impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. (2 Timothy 3:10-13)

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)

His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they
ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. The apostles left the
Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.
Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and
proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah. (Acts 5:40-42)

For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are
conscious of God. But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and
endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God.
To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you
should follow in his steps. (1 Peter 2:19-21)



I11. Even if God should allow us to face death because of our faith in Christ, this too does

not mean He has stopped loving us. (v. 36)

Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil;

For You are with me;

Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. (Psalm 23:4)

Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection.
Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. They
were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered
about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented—of whom the world
was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. And
all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, God
having provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us.
(Hebrews 11:35b-40)

Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.
(Matthew 10:39)

“You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just like your
ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did not
persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now
you have betrayed and murdered him— you who have received the law that was given through
angels but have not obeyed it.” When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were
furious and gnashed their teeth at him. But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see
heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”

At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him,
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at
the feet of a young man named Saul.

While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he fell on
his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell
asleep. (Acts 7:51-60)

Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There
will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and
great signs from heaven.

“But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you over to
synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all
on account of my name. And so you will bear testimony to me. But make up your mind not to
worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. For I will give you words and wisdom that
none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed even by
parents, brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death.



Everyone will hate you because of me. But not a hair of your head will perish. Stand firm, and
you will win life. (Luke 21:10-18)

IVV. In Christ we are able to triumphantly overcome all obstacles. (v. 37)

I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. The one who
is victorious | will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will they leave it. | will
write on them the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem,
which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on them my new
name. Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. (Revelation 3:11-
13)

To the one who is victorious, | will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as | was
victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne. (Revelation 3:21)

They triumphed over him
by the blood of the Lamb
and by the word of their testimony;
they did not love their lives so much
as to shrink from death. (Revelation 12:11)

...for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the
world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus
is the Son of God. (1 John 5:4-5)

You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is
greater than the one who is in the world. (1 John 4:4)

V. Those in Christ cannot be separated us from His saving love. (v. 38-39)

Since the children have flesh and blood, [Jesus] too shared in their humanity so that by his death
he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—and free
those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. (Hebrews 2:14-15)

They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they
would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us. (1 John
2:19)

That is why | am suffering as | am. Yet this is no cause for shame, because | know whom | have
believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what | have entrusted to him until that day.
What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ
Jesus. Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy
Spirit who lives in us. (2 Timothy 1:12-14)



