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Because I am in Christ I am in process of being made more and more like Him. 

I. If I am in Christ, it is because God knew and loved me before time began. (v. 29a) 

My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven 

together in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for 

me were written in your book before one of them came to be… (Psalm 139:15–16) 

 

For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you out of all 

the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession. The LORD did not 

set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous than other peoples, 

for you were the fewest of all peoples. But it was because the LORD loved you and kept the oath 

he swore to your ancestors that he brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from 

the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know therefore that the LORD 

your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations 

of those who love him and keep his commandments. (Deuteronomy 7:6-9) 

 

I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of 

Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew. 

(Romans 11:1-2a) 

 

For He [Jesus] was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last 

times for the sake of you (1 Peter 1:20 - NASB) 

 

 God chose him for this purpose long before the world began, but now in these final days, he 

was sent to the earth for all to see. And he did this for you. (1 Peter 1:20 - NLT) 

 

 “I make known the end from the beginning, 

    from ancient times, what is still to come. 

I say, ‘My purpose will stand, 

    and I will do all that I please.’” (Isaiah 46:10) 

 

To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia 

and Bithynia, who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father… (1 

Peter 1:1-2a) 

 

“This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with 

the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.” (Acts 2:23) 

 



 

“Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. But this is how 

God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Messiah would 

suffer.” (Acts 3:18) 

 

II. Before time began God determined I will become like Jesus. (v. 29b) 

The LORD works out everything to its proper end— 

    even the wicked for a day of disaster. (Proverbs 16:4) 

 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly 

realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  For He chose us in Him before the creation of the 

world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love He predestined us for adoption to sonship 

through Jesus Christ, in accordance with His pleasure and will— to the praise of His glorious 

grace, which He has freely given us in the One He loves. (Ephesians 1:3-6) 

 

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works 

out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first to 

put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1:11-12) 

 

“Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this 

city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. They did what your power 

and will had decided beforehand should happen.” (Acts 4:27-28) 

 

And just as we have borne the image of the earthly man, so shall we bear the image of the 

heavenly man. (1 Corinthians 15:49) 

 

And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate [or reflect] the Lord’s glory, are being 

transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the 

Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:18) 

 

Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. 

But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. All 

who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. (1 John 3:2-3) 

 

For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in 

part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. (1 Corinthians 13:12) 

 

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both 

now and forever! Amen. (2 Peter 3:18) 

 

III. And that He will be the preeminent sibling of our heavenly family. (v. 29c) 

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in Him all things 

were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 



 

rulers or authorities; all things have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all 

things, and in Him all things hold together. And He is the head of the body, the church; He is 

the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything He might have the 

supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in Him, and through Him to 

reconcile to Himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 

through his blood, shed on the cross. (Colossians 1:15-20) 

 

In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through 

whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through what He 

suffered. Both the one who makes people holy and those who are made holy are of the same 

family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. He says, 

“I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters; 

    in the assembly I will sing your praises.” (Hebrews 2:10-12) 

 

IV. God effectually calls those whom He has chosen. (v. 30a) 

“All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, 

and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. (Matthew 11:28).  

 

His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of 

him who called us by his own glory and goodness. (2 Peter 1:3) 

 

“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up at 

the last day.” (John 6:44) 

 

He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has 

enabled them.” (John 6:65) 

 

“For many are called, but few are chosen.” (Matthew 22:14) 

 
 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the 

gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that 

you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received 

mercy, but now you have received mercy. (1 Peter 2:9-10) 

 

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have 

longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you 

were not willing.” (Matthew 23:37) 

 

https://www.bibleref.com/Matthew/11/Matthew-11-28.html


 

 “You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just like your 

ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did not 

persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now 

you have betrayed and murdered him—you who have received the law that was given through 

angels but have not obeyed it.” (Acts 7:51-53) 

 

They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. For this reason God sends 

them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie and so that all will be condemned who 

have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness. (2 Thessalonians 2:10b-12) 

 

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 

already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. This is the 

verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their 

deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear 

that their deeds will be exposed. (John 3:18-20) 

 
 The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was allowed to scorch people with 

fire. They were seared by the intense heat and they cursed the name of God, who had control 

over these plagues, but they refused to repent and glorify him. The fifth angel poured out his 

bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged into darkness. People gnawed 

their tongues in agony and cursed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, but 

they refused to repent of what they had done. (Revelation 16:8-11) 

 

Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s 

will, but born of God. (John 1:12-13) 

 

V. In Christ God declares me to be righteous in His sight and because of my faith by 

crediting Jesus’ righteousness to me. (v. 30b) 

But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law 

and the Prophets testify. This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 

believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by 

Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his 

blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, . . . so as to be just 

and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.” (Romans 3:21-26) 

 

“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s 

friend. (James 2:23) 

 

“Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is 

proclaimed to you. Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a 

justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses. (Acts 13:38-39) 



 

 

What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, 

a righteousness that is by faith; but the people of Israel, who pursued the law as the way of 

righteousness, have not attained their goal. Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as 

if it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone. As it is written: 

“See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes people to stumble 

    and a rock that makes them fall, 

    and the one who believes in him will never be put to shame.” (Romans 9:30-33) 

 

I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ 

died for nothing!” (Galatians 2:21) 

 

For if a law had been given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have 

come by the law. (Galatians 3:21b) 

 

Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, 

through the law we become conscious of our sin. (Romans 3:21) 

 

Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so also one righteous 

act resulted in justification and life for all people. For just as through the disobedience of the 

one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many 

will be made righteous. (Romans 5:18-19) 

 

Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 

Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor 

thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of 

God. And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Corinthians 6:9-

11) 

 

So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. (Galatians 

3:24) 

 

VI. Because of this unbreakable chain of salvation ordained by God we can rest assured 

that that this divine process will reach its final completion. (v. 30c) 

 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. The Son 

of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes 

sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of 

their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear. (Matthew 13:40-43) 

 



 

Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we 

share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. I consider that our present 

sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. (Romans 8:17-18) 

 

Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation 

that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. (2 Timothy 2:10) 

 

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who 

also will share in the glory to be revealed… (1 Peter 5:1) 

 

 

…He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

(Philippians 1:6b) 

 

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down 

out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a 

loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and 

he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be 

their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning 

or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this 

down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 

He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the 

thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. Those who are 

victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my children. But the 

cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice 

magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 

This is the second death.” (Revelation 21:1-8) 


