Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness
Freedom of Rights

Purpose of Freedom

Galatians 5:13-14
For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

1 Corinthians 8:7-9
However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former association with idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled.  Food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do.  But take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.
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Freedom of Speech

The First Amendment
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Hebrews 1:1-2
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.

Ephesians 4:25
Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another.

James 3:5-8
So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things.  How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire!  And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell.  For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison

“Absolute freedom of speech is not a moral right. It’s possible that for some modern Americans this will seem surprising, but it shouldn’t. After all, there can be no moral right to commit wrong, although there may often be a legal right. And clearly a great deal of speech, expression, and writing is wrong—whether by spreading falsehood, seducing to sin, tearing down the innocent, and much more.”  |  Brad Littlejohn
Ephesians 4:29
Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.

Conclusion

· Speech is fundamental to humanness
· It is an important right that we should defend
· It is not an absolute right
· Requires discernment to know what kind of speech is allowed and what kind of speech should not be allowed
· Speech is designed for us to find and proclaim the truth

“Speech is the instrumental good that allows human beings and political communities to search for the truth, utter the truth, correct falsehood, and refine truth with greater precision.  The common good thus requires that members of society enjoy a right to use their speech in ways that allow them to order themselves, and the whole society, toward truth.”  |  Andrew Walker

Gun Control

The Second Amendment
A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.


“I just want to take this opportunity to encourage all of you to get your permit.  We offer a free course.  And let’s teach them a lesson if they ever show up here.”  |  Jerry Falwell, during a chapel service at Liberty in 2015


Luke 22:35-38
And he said to them, “When I sent you out with no moneybag or knapsack or sandals, did you lack anything?” They said, “Nothing.”  He said to them, “But now let the one who has a moneybag take it, and likewise a knapsack. And let the one who has no sword sell his cloak and buy one.  For I tell you that this Scripture must be fulfilled in me: ‘And he was numbered with the transgressors.’ For what is written about me has its fulfillment.”  And they said, “Look, Lord, here are two swords.” And he said to them, “It is enough.”




“It is unseemly for Christians to be pro-gun zealots who automatically say “no” to even the most modest reforms.  Yet we also know the nature of man, and the nature of governments.  Sometimes, as a people and a nation, we must confront forces of violence by using armed force in return.”  |  Justin Taylor


