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v life isn’t just something God will do, it’s somethmg He’s already sta_,ﬁ
b Now we step into it. i
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mans 6:4-8 (NLT) -
i ‘we dled and were buried with Christ by baptlsr.._,
'And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
“’"glorlous power of the Father, now we also may live

new lives.

® Since we have been united with him in his death, we

will also be raised to life as he was. * We know that

our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that

sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer
-slaves to sin. ' For when we died with Christ we were
set free from the power of sin. 8 And since we died
Christ, we know we will also live with him.




1. New Life Means the Old is"*_

Gone







"1 Corinthians 13:1-7 (NLT)
1If | could speak all the languages of earth and of
“angels, but didn’t love others, | would only be a noisy
gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If | had the gift of
prophecy, and if | understood all of God’s secret
plans and possessed all knowledge, and if | had such
faith that | could move mountains, but didn’t love
others, | would be nothing. 3 If | gave everything |
_have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, | could
‘boast about it; but if | didn’t love others, | would have 4
-":._:_o nothmg .




1 Corinthians 13:1-7 (NLT)
"4 ove is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or
~ boastful or proud ° or rude. It does not demand
its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no
record of being wronged. ° It does not rejoice
about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth
wins out. ' Love never gives up, never loses
faith, is always hopeful, and endures through
~_every circumstance.







NOBUNAGAr & BBk @

@japan_nobunaga

USA. A Mexican restaurant. We had not yet ordered anything, and the food was
already arriving.

Chips. Salsa. Unrequested. Free.
| stopped the waiter. "We have not earned these."

"They just come with the table, man."

They come with the TABLE. In my land, hospitality is a debt. bligation, weighed
carefully, returned in the proper season with interest of feeling. Here, the gift
arrives before you have even proven you can pay for dinner.

This is not an appetizer. This is a declaration: we trust you. Eat.

| ate with the gravity the moment deserved. And then — | must report this calmly
— the basket emptied, and a new one appeared.




"Did we...?"
"Refill)" the waiter said. "It's bottomless."

Bottomless. They have wells of salsa. The supply lines of this nation are beyond
anything my ancestors imagined.

My friend warned me. "Don't fill up on chips, dude.”
Too late. | had accepted three baskets. Honor demanded each one be finished —

an unfinished gift is an insult. By the time my actual food arrived, | was a ruined
man.

| was not hungry. | was not comfortable. | had been defeated by a courtesy.

Generosity that arrives before the request cannot be repaid. It can only be
survived.

| know the rule now. | have made my peace with the basket. One basket. Two at
the most.

Who am | deceiving. There is no number of baskets | would refuse. The trust of a
nation is in that salsa, and | intend to honor all of it.
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