August 24, 2025
God’s Good News Story: The Church Alive & Growing
The Book of 1 Corinthians - Part 13 Chapter 14
The Pursuit of Proper Worship (Part B)

Today we continue on our multi-year journey through the New
Testament where we are seeking to understand the historical,
chronological and missiological of the 1% Century Church so that we in
the 21% Century Church can keep the ‘CHURCH LIVE &
GROWING”. In the Book of 1 Corinthians we see where...
Paul REMINDS them of their HIGH CALLING TO...
Be Holy
Develop a Fellowship of Harmony & Love
Glorify God.
Have the Mind of Christ.
Be God’s Sanctuary & Temple
Honor & Respect Faithful Spiritual Leaders
Live as Obedient ‘Beloved Children’ of our Heavenly Father.
Live Your Life With Integrity & Godliness.
Honor God in Our Relationships & Service
To Use Your Liberty In Christ in Loving Wisdom
To Make The Message of the Gospel a Priority Over Our
Freedom and Rights.
To Follow the Example of Christ in How We Treat Others.
. To Honor Christ in the way we worship.
. To Use Your Spiritual Gifts For the Good of the Church and
to the Glory of God.
15. To Place Love as the Priority in Everything We Do.
today in Chapter 14 we discover
16. To Pursue a Passionate , Pure Worship of God.
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In the August 3 message we looked at the Proper
Protocol for Worship in Chapter 11. Paul continues this
same theme and infuses it with his insights on Spiritual
Gifts & Love to give us a practical & specific application
as he Calls Us to Proper Worship in Chapter 14.

Key concepts to note are Worship, Love, Proper
Order/Etiquette and Priority of Prophecy/Preaching.

Key Verse 14:33a...% for God is not a
God of confusion and disorder but of peace,

1 Corinthians 14:1-40... Pursue love, yet desire
earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you

may prophesy. ° For one who speaks in a tongue does
not speak to men but to God; for no one understands,
but in his spirit he speaks mysteries. °> But one who
prophesies speaks to men for edification

and exhortation and consolation. * One who speaks in a
tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifies
the church. ° Now I wish that you all spoke in tongues,
but even more that you would prophesy; and greater is
one who prophesies than one who speaks in tongues,
unless he interprets, so that the church may

receive edifying. S But now, brethren, if I come to you
speaking in tongues, what will I profit you unless 1
speak to you either by way of revelation or

of knowledge or of prophecy or

of teaching? ’ Yet even lifeless things, either flute or
harp, in producing a sound, if they do not produce a
distinction in the tones, how will it be known what is
played on the flute or on the harp? ® For if the bugle
produces an indistinct sound, who will prepare himself
for battle? ° So also you, unless you utter by the tongue
speech that is clear, how will it be known what is
spoken? For you will be speaking into the air. '’ There
are, perhaps, a great many kinds of languages in the
world, and no kind is without meaning.




" If then I do not know the meaning of the language, I
will be to the one who speaks a barbarian, and the one
who speaks will be a barbarian to me. > So also you,
since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound
for the edification of the church. 3 Therefore let one
who speaks in a tongue pray that he may

interpret. ' For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays,
but my mind is unfiuitful. > What is the outcome then?
I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with the mind
also; I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the
mind also. '° Otherwise if you bless in the spirit only,
how will the one who fills the place of the ungifted

say the “Amen” at your giving of thanks, since he does
not know what you are saying? '’ For you are giving
thanks well enough, but the other person is

not edified. ® I thank God, I speak in tongues more
than you all; ¥ however, in the church I desire to speak
five words with my mind so that I may instruct others
also, rather than ten thousand words in a tongue.

20 Brethren, do not be children in your thinking; yet in
evil be infants, but in your thinking be mature. *' In the
Law it is written, “BY MEN OF STRANGE TONGUES AND
BY THE LIPS OF STRANGERS I WILL SPEAK TO THIS
PEOPLE, AND EVEN SO THEY WILL NOT LISTEN TO ME,”
says the Lord. *> So then tongues are for a sign, not to
those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophecy is
for a sign, not to unbelievers but to those who

believe. # Therefore if the whole church assembles
together and all speak in tongues, and ungifted men or
unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are

mad? ** But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or

an ungifted man enters, he is convicted by all, he is

called to account by all; ?° the secrets of his heart are
disclosed; and so he will fall on his face and worship
God, declaring that God is certainly among you.

6 What is the outcome then, brethren? When you
assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has

a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all
things be done for edification. >’ If anyone speaks in

a tongue, it should be by two or at the most three,

and each in turn, and one must interpret; *® but if there
is no interpreter, he must keep silent in the church; and
let him speak to himself and to God. * Let two or

three prophets speak, and let the others pass

judgment. 3° But if a revelation is made to another who
is seated, the first one must keep silent. > For you can
all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all
may be exhorted; 3’ and the spirits of prophets are
subject to prophets; 3 for God is not a God of confusion
but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.

3 The women are to keep silent in the churches; for
they are not permitted to speak, but are to subject
themselves, just as the Law also says. 3 If they desire to
learn anything, let them ask their own husbands at
home; for it is improper for a woman to speak in
church. 3° Was it from you that the word of

God first went forth? Or has it come to you only?

57 If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him
recognize that the things which I write to you are the
Lord’s commandment. *® But if anyone does not
recognize this, he is not recognized. ** Therefore, my
brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not
forbid to speak in tongues. *° But all things must be
done properly and in an orderly manner. (NASB)



This chapter is a long and theologically dense passage.
We cannot do full justice to all that is in this passage in
detail. Therefore. I am going to point out a few Key
Areas that we should PURSUE in order to give
PROPER WORSHIP to God.

The Pursuit of Proper Worship

Pursue Proper Worship in Love: Love is the
foundation of all spiritual gifts, and it should be our
primary pursuit.

Pursue Proper Worship With Clarity in
Communication: Clear communication 1s essential; if
the message 1s not understood, it is ineffective.

Pursue Proper Worship to Build up the Church: Our
focus should be on using our gifts to strengthen and
encourage the body of Christ.

Pursue Proper Worship by Prioritizing
Prophecy/Preaching: Prophecy is highlighted as a gift
that builds up the church, providing guidance and
hope. (adapted from bing.com)

Pursue Proper Worship According to Biblical
Patterns & Submission:

14:37, 38... " If anyone thinks he is a prophet

or spiritual, let him recognize that the things which 1
write to you are the Lord’s commandment. ** But if
anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized.

Take-Away: Let’s make a commitment to Pursuing

Proper, Passionate & God Honoring Worship where we
combine a deep love for God and for One Another with a
wise and ordered use of our Spiritual Gifts. This will
bring Glory to God, Lead the Lost to Salvation, and
Edify the Saved.
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