12th Sunday after Pentecost
August 20, 2023

Gathering
God invites us to enter His presence

Prelude

Welcome & Announcements

Preparation for Worship (Time for Silent Preparation)

! Call to Worship (Responsively) Bonnie Mecaughey

Lift up your heads, you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors,

that the King of glory may come in.

Who is this King of glory?

The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.

Lift up your heads, you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.

Who is he, this King of glory?

The LORD Almighty—he is the King of glory.

! Invocation Bonnie Mecaughey

Mighty God,

we do not yet see the glory you plan for all humankind,

but in faith we do see Jesus.

We thank you for the humility and holiness

in which he lived and died.

We praise you that he freed us from our sin,

that he comforts and strengthens us through our struggles,
and that he gives us courage to follow him.

For this, we now join with all creation and shout for joy:
Holy, holy, holy are you, Lord! Amen.

! Hymn 26 A Mighty Fortress is our God

Confessing
God invites us to be honest with Him

Call to Confession (Responsively) Bonnie Mecaughey

When humans deface God’s image,

The whole world suffers:

We abuse the creation or idolize it.

We are estranged from our Creator, from our neighbor,



from our true selves, and from all that God has made.
Therefore let us confess our sins.

Prayer of Confession Bonnie Mecaughey

Almighty and merciful God, we have erred and strayed from your ways
like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of
our own hearts. We have offended against your holy laws. We have left
undone those things which we ought to have done; and we have done
those things which we ought not to have done. O Lord, have mercy upon
us. Spare those who confess their faults. Restore those who are
penitent, according to your promises declared to the world in Christ
Jesus, our Lord. And grant, O merciful God, for his sake, that we may
live a holy, just, and humbile life to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Time for Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon Bonnie Mecaughey

| will cleanse them from all the guilt of their sin against me,
and | will forgive all the guilt of their sin and rebellion against me.

Leader: This is the Promise of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God!

! Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
And to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning,
Is now and ever shall be, world without end.
A-men, A-men.

Offering
Thankful of the gifts God has given us, we offer ourselves to Him

Invitation Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an
offering, and come into his courts. Worship the LORD in
holy splendor; tremble before him, all the earth.

Offering

Offertory Sweet Hour of Prayer by Bradbury, Walford, Meyers
Robin Miller

! Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. A-men.



! Prayer of Dedication (Responsively)

Almighty God, you have given us everything.

Not only did you create us, but you provide for our every need.
We give thanks to you, Lord, for you are good.

Your love endures forever.

When we turned away from you, you reached down to us.

You lifted us up and freed us through the gift of your Son.

We give thanks to you, Lord, for you are good.

Your love endures forever.

You are with us always. You watch over our coming and our going.
Your Holy Spirit guides us and leads us every step of our lives.
We give thanks to you, Lord, for you are good.

Your love endures forever.

For your abundant grace we give you thanks.

Gratefully we offer the gifts you first gave us.

We give thanks to you, Lord, for you are good.

Your love endures forever.

Use our time, our talents, and our tithes for your glory.

May it bless others with hope, peace, and joy. Amen.

! Hymn 68 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

Proclaiming
God speaks to us through His Word

Children’s Sermon There’s No Fear in Jesus Celia Weber

Scripture Reading Genesis 7:7-8:

7 7 So Noah, his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives entered the ark because of the floodwaters. 8 From
the animals that are clean, and from the animals that are not clean, and from the birds and every creature
that crawls on the ground, °two of each, male and female, came to Noah and entered the ark, just as God
had commanded him. ' Seven days later the floodwaters came on the earth.

" In the six hundredth year of Noah'’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on
that day all the sources of the vast watery depths burst open, the floodgates of the sky were

opened, '2and the rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights. '3 On that same day Noah and his
three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, entered the ark, along with Noah’s wife and his three sons’

wives. 4 They entered it with all the wildlife according to their kinds, all livestock according to their kinds,
all the creatures that crawl on the earth according to their kinds, every flying creature—all the birds and
every winged creature—according to their kinds. ' Two of every creature that has the breath of life in it
came to Noah and entered the ark. 6 Those that entered, male and female of every creature, entered just
as God had commanded him. Then the LORD shut him in.

7 The flood continued for forty days on the earth; the water increased and lifted up the ark so that it rose
above the earth. 8 The water surged and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the
surface of the water. '® Then the water surged even higher on the earth, and all the high mountains under



the whole sky were covered. 2° The mountains were covered as the water surged above them more than
twenty feet. 2" Every creature perished—those that crawl on the earth, birds, livestock, wildlife, and those
that swarm on the earth, as well as all mankind. 22 Everything with the breath of the spirit of life in its
nostrils—everything on dry land died. 22 He wiped out every living thing that was on the face of the earth,
from mankind to livestock, to creatures that crawl, to the birds of the sky, and they were wiped off the
earth. Only Noah was left, and those that were with him in the ark. 2* And the water surged on the earth
150 days.

8 God remembered Noah, as well as all the wildlife and all the livestock that were with him in the ark. God
caused a wind to pass over the earth, and the water began to subside. 2 The sources of the watery depths
and the floodgates of the sky were closed, and the rain from the sky stopped. 2 The water steadily
receded from the earth, and by the end of 150 days the water had decreased significantly. 4 The ark came
to rest in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains of Ararat.

5The water continued to recede until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the month,
the tops of the mountains were visible. 8 After forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had
made, 7 and he sent out a raven. It went back and forth until the water had dried up from the earth. 8 Then
he sent out a dove to see whether the water on the earth’s surface had gone down, ° but the dove found
no resting place for its foot. It returned to him in the ark because water covered the surface of the whole
earth. He reached out and brought it into the ark to himself. 1 So Noah waited seven more days and sent
out the dove from the ark again. ' When the dove came to him at evening, there was a plucked olive leaf
in its beak. So Noah knew that the water on the earth’s surface had gone down. 12 After he had waited
another seven days, he sent out the dove, but it did not return to him again. '3In the six hundred first
year, in the first month, on the first day of the month, the water that had covered the earth was dried up.
Then Noah removed the ark’s cover and saw that the surface of the ground was drying. '# By the twenty-
seventh day of the second month, the earth was dry.

5Then God spoke to Noah, 16 “Come out of the ark, you, your wife, your sons, and your sons’ wives with
you. 7 Bring out all the living creatures that are with you—birds, livestock, those that crawl on the earth—
and they will spread over the earth and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” '8 So Noah, along with his
sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives, came out. '° All the animals, all the creatures that crawl, and all the
flying creatures—everything that moves on the earth—came out of the ark by their families.

20 The mountains were covered as the water surged above them more than twenty feet. 2' Every creature
perished—those that crawl on the earth, birds, livestock, wildlife, and those that swarm on the earth, as
well as all mankind. 22 Everything with the breath of the spirit of life in its nostrils—everything on dry land
died. 22 He wiped out every living thing that was on the face of the earth, from mankind to livestock, to
creatures that crawl, to the birds of the sky, and they were wiped off the earth. Only Noah was left, and
those that were with him in the ark. 2* And the water surged on the earth 150 days.

Sermon “God Delivers Noah”
Rev. Tim Latham

! Praise Song Mighty to Save

Ev’ryone needs compassion
Love that's never failing

Let mercy fall on me
Ev’ryone needs forgiveness
The kindness of a Saviour
The hope of nations



Chorus

Saviour He can move the mountains
My God is mighty to save

He is mighty to save

Forever Author of salvation

He rose and conquered the grave
Jesus conquered the grave

Take me as You find me
All my fears and failures
Fill my life again

I give my life to follow
Ev’rything | believe in
Now I surrender

Chorus

Bridge

Shine your light and let the whole world see
We're singing

For the glory of the risen King

Jesus

Shine your light and let the whole world see
We're singing

For the glory of the risen King

Chorus

Responding
We respond to God’s Word

! Profession of Faith (Psalm 46)

God is our refuge and strength,

a very present help in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should
change,

though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
though its waters roar and foam,

though the mountains tremble with its tumuilt.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;
God will help it when the morning dawns.

The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.

The LORD of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Come, behold the works of the LORD;

see what desolations he has brought on the earth.
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;

he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;

he burns the shields with fire.

“Be still, and know that | am God!



| am exalted among the nations,
| am exalted in the earth.”

The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Prayers of the People

Commissioning
God sends us out into the world as His witnesses

! Hymn 202 Amazing Grace

! Benediction & Blessing

! Postlude

Today’s prayer partners are Barb Finch and Dan Obenschain



