Why Elders Must Guard the Gospel
Grace That Transforms: The Gospel According to Titus
Titus 1:10–16

A Foundational Question
Why does the church need elders who guard the gospel—and what happens when that guard is absent?
Two Truths from Titus 1:10–16
1. The Corruption That Threatens the Church
(verses 10–14)
Paul reveals that the greatest danger to the church comes from within—not from outside. He identifies three types of threats: the rebellious (who refuse to submit to apostolic authority), the empty talkers (whose teaching sounds spiritual but has no substance), and the deceivers (who actively mislead others). These false teachers were upsetting whole families for dishonest gain. Paul commands that they be silenced and reproved severely—not out of cruelty, but so they may be sound in the faith. False teaching is like a disease, and reproof is the surgery that restores health. Paul also warns against Jewish myths and commandments of men—man-made rules imposed as though they carry divine authority.
Notes:

1. The Life That Denies God
(verses 15–16)
Paul draws a powerful contrast. To the pure—those cleansed by the gospel—all things are pure. This is one of the most freeing statements in the New Testament: purity is not found in what you avoid but in who has cleansed you. But to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure—both their mind and conscience are corrupted. The root problem is unbelief, not rule-keeping. And verse 16 delivers the ultimate exposure: they profess to know God, but by their works they deny Him. A person can confess God with their mouth and deny Him with their life. Paul calls them detestable, disobedient, and unfit for any good work—tested and found counterfeit.
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Questions for Reflection
Paul says the danger comes from inside the church. What cultural “soft spots” might make us vulnerable to false teaching today?

How does the truth that “to the pure, all things are pure” free you from man-made religious standards? Where might you be confusing a personal fence with a biblical boundary?

Verse 16 warns that a person can profess God while denying Him by their life. How does this motivate you to pursue Christ—not just religious activity?


Key Takeaway
The greatest threat to the church is not external persecution but internal corruption. False teaching produces false living. But the gospel that saves us is the same gospel that makes us pure—and that gospel is worth guarding because it is the very thing that purchased us.
This Week’s Challenge
1. Examine your own beliefs. Are there any “Christian myths” or man-made rules you have treated as equal to Scripture? Ask God to renew your mind according to His Word alone.
2. Rest in the gospel. Meditate on the truth that “to the pure, all things are pure.” Let Christ’s finished work—not your performance—define your standing before God.
Additional Notes
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________


Questions for Reflection
Paul says the danger comes from inside the church. What cultural “soft spots” might make us vulnerable to false teaching today?

How does the truth that “to the pure, all things are pure” free you from man-made religious standards? Where might you be confusing a personal fence with a biblical boundary?

Verse 16 warns that a person can profess God while denying Him by their life. How does this motivate you to pursue Christ—not just religious activity?


Key Takeaway
The greatest threat to the church is not external persecution but internal corruption. False teaching produces false living. But the gospel that saves us is the same gospel that makes us pure—and that gospel is worth guarding because it is the very thing that purchased us.
This Week’s Challenge
1. Examine your own beliefs. Are there any “Christian myths” or man-made rules you have treated as equal to Scripture? Ask God to renew your mind according to His Word alone.
2. Rest in the gospel. Meditate on the truth that “to the pure, all things are pure.” Let Christ’s finished work—not your performance—define your standing before God.
Additional Notes
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________


