Victory Day: God's Deliverance
"Now in the twelfth month (that is, the month Adar), on the thirteenth day when the king's word and law had reached the point for them to be done, on the day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to gain power over them, it was turned around so that the Jews themselves gained power over those who hated them. The Jews assembled in their cities throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus to send forth their hand against those who sought their calamity; and no one could stand before them, for the dread of them had fallen on all the peoples." - Esther 9:1-2 (LSB)
Central Truth: God reverses what no human being can fix. When His people face destruction, He turns death into deliverance, mourning into joy, and fear into rest—all without our seeing His hand at work.
1. The Day Arrives: When God Reversed Everything (vv. 1-4)
Key Points:
· "The thirteenth day of Adar" - The exact day scheduled for destruction has arrived; two decrees now collide
· "The enemies of the Jews hoped to gain power" - They expected victory and to regain their position of dominance
· "It was turned around" - Passive voice: God is the unseen actor 
· "No one could stand before them" - Supernatural intervention
· "The dread of them had fallen on all the peoples" - The same fear God put on the Canaanites after the Red Sea (Exodus 15:14-16)
· "Mordecai became greater and greater" - God blessed his position as a means of protecting His people
For Reflection:
Where in your life do you need God to reverse what seems impossible to fix?
How does knowing that God works quietly behind the scenes change how you view your circumstances?
Are you looking for dramatic miracles, or can you see God's hand in the ordinary providence of your life?
2. In Susa: God Secures Complete Justice (vv. 5-15)
Key Points:
· "They did what they pleased to those who hated them" - These were enemies who actively hated and attacked the Jews, not innocent bystanders
· 500 men killed in Susa - Many still hardened their hearts and attacked despite seeing God's hand with Mordecai
· The ten sons of Haman listed by name - Complete end of the Agagite threat; this redeems Saul's failure in 1 Samuel 15
· "They did not send forth their hand for the plunder" - Repeated three times (vv. 10, 15, 16); they succeed where Saul failed
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· Not a single Jew is killed (Rom. 8:31: "If God is for us, who is against us?")
For Reflection:
When you see God working in your circumstances, do you respond with restraint and trust, or do you try to take advantage?
How does this passage challenge you to pursue justice without personal gain?
What "enemies" (sins, temptations, struggles) in your life need to be completely cut off rather than just managed?
3. In the Provinces: God Gives Rest, Feasting, and Gladness (vv. 16-19)
Key Points:
· 75,000 enemies killed across 127 provinces - About 600 per province; the threat was real and widespread
· Again: "They did not send forth their hand for the plunder" - Throughout the entire empire, not a single Jew took anything; only God could do this
· "They rested and made it a day of feasting and gladness" - Complete reversal: from mourning to gladness, from fasting to feasting, from fear to rest
· Different days for different cities - Rural areas celebrated on the 14th; Susa (and walled cities) on the 15th
· "Sending portions of food to one another" - Celebration includes generosity and community; this becomes the foundation of Purim
For Reflection:
What has God delivered you from that you can celebrate with rest and gladness?
Are you living in the rest Christ has provided, or are you still living in fear and anxiety?
How can you "send portions to one another"—sharing the joy of God's deliverance with your community?
Application:
· Know: God was working long before you knew you needed Him. He chose you in Christ before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:4). You didn't find God; He found you.
· Remember: God is with you in the battle. "If God is for us, who is against us?" (Romans 8:31). The same God who turned the 13th of Adar from destruction to deliverance is the same God who is with you in your battle today.
· Trust: Rest is coming. The Jews fought on the 13th but rested on the 14th. One day your battle will end too. Revelation 21:4 tells us there will be no more death, mourning, crying, or pain. No more fighting sin. No more wrestling with temptation. Just rest. Just feasting. Just gladness in the presence of your King forever.
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