The Fruit of Gospel Partnership pt. 2
"Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek the fruit which increases to your account. But I have received everything in full and have an abundance; I have been filled, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. And my God will fulfill all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. Now to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever. Amen." - Philippians 4:17-20 (LSB)
2. Gospel Partnership Bears the Fruit of Spiritual Reward (v. 17)
Key Points:
· Paul's concern is not for what he receives, but for what the Philippians gain through their giving
· The "fruit" refers to eternal reward that "increases to your account" - using banking/accounting language
· This demonstrates the heart of a true shepherd—counting others more important than yourself
· When believers give from gospel-motivated hearts, God credits that to their eternal inheritance
· This is about rewards within salvation, not earning salvation itself
· Gospel partnership means the church participates together in both giving and receiving eternal fruit
For Personal Reflection:
1. When I'm in difficult circumstances, is my focus on what I can get or on others' spiritual growth?
2. How does knowing that generous giving creates eternal reward change my perspective on financial sacrifice?
3. Gospel Partnership Bears the Fruit of God-Glorifying Worship (v. 18)
Key Points:
· Paul shifts from accounting terminology to worship terminology—this becomes about sacred offerings
· Their financial gift becomes "a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God"
· This echoes Old Testament sacrificial language and connects to Christ's sacrifice (Ephesians 5:2)
· When we give from hearts transformed by the gospel, our money becomes worship
· This wasn't law-keeping but love-showing—expressing favor they already had in Christ
· God doesn't just use our gifts—He receives them as worship and is pleased by them
For Personal Reflection:
1. Does my giving flow from a worshipful heart or from guilt and pressure?
2. How does viewing my generosity as worship change my attitude toward giving?
4. Gospel Partnership Bears the Fruit of God's Provision (vv. 19-20)
Key Points:
· God promises to fulfill "all your needs" (not wants) according to "His riches in glory"
· This promise comes in the context of faithful gospel partnership, not as a blank check
· There's a crucial difference between needs and wants—God meets what we need to live faithfully for Christ
· God's provision is according to His standard, not ours—He knows what we truly need
· The passage ends with worship and glory to God, not personal prosperity
· The ultimate fruit of gospel partnership is God's glory being displayed
For Personal Reflection:
1. Am I trusting God to meet my needs, or demanding He fulfill my wants?
2. How does God's promise of provision help me give more generously to gospel ministry?
For Further Study
· Compare with Matthew 6:19-21 about storing treasures in heaven
· Study 1 Timothy 6:18-19 about being rich in good works
· Explore 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 about cheerful giving and God's grace
Application Questions
Spiritual Reward Assessment: How does knowing that generous giving creates eternal reward motivate you without making giving transactional?
Worship Evaluation: In what ways can you ensure your giving flows from worship rather than obligation or guilt?
Provision Trust: What needs are you worried about that you need to trust God to provide according to His riches in glory?
Partnership Focus: How can you shift from "What's in it for me?" thinking to "How does this advance Christ's kingdom?" thinking?
Gospel Partnership vs. American Individualism
American Individualism asks:
· What's in it for me?
· How does this benefit me?
· What do I get out of this?
Gospel Partnership asks:
· How does this advance Christ's kingdom?
· How does this strengthen the body?
· How does this bring glory to God?
The Ultimate Goal
Gospel partnership doesn't end with our blessing or even our provision—it ends with God's glory. When believers give faithfully, when God provides faithfully, when needs are met and ministry is supported, it all points to one thing: the glory of our God and Father.

