Serving One Another as Faithful Stewards
1 Peter 4:7-11

God does not save His people and then place them under a new system of religious duties. He saves them by grace and then entrusts them with grace. This passage teaches us how a gospel-formed community lives: sober-minded, prayerful, loving, serving, and God-glorifying.
Four Gospel Realities
1. The Time We Live In
(verse 7)
The end of all things is near. History is moving toward Christ's return, so we live with sound thinking and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer. When we understand the time we live in, prayer becomes natural, instinctive, and necessary. We live dependently, knowing it's God who does the work in us and through us.
Notes:

1. The Love That Marks Us
(verses 8-9)
Above all, we keep fervent in our love for one another. This is a costly, continuous love that covers a multitude of sins. Love absorbs offense, pursues reconciliation, and covers graciously. We practice hospitality without grumbling, making room in our lives for others. This love doesn't come from trying harder; it comes from receiving more of Christ's love for us.
Notes:

1. The Gifts That Define Us
(verses 10-11a)
Each believer has received a gift—no exceptions. We employ our gifts in serving one another as good stewards of God's manifold grace. These gifts don't belong to us; they belong to God. We're stewards managing what belongs to Another, and stewards are evaluated on faithfulness, not results. Our gifts are for the body, expressed through prayerful dependence and fervent love.
Notes:
Serving One Another as Faithful Stewards
1 Peter 4:7-11

God does not save His people and then place them under a new system of religious duties. He saves them by grace and then entrusts them with grace. This passage teaches us how a gospel-formed community lives: sober-minded, prayerful, loving, serving, and God-glorifying.
Four Gospel Realities
1. The Time We Live In
(verse 7)
The end of all things is near. History is moving toward Christ's return, so we live with sound thinking and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer. When we understand the time we live in, prayer becomes natural, instinctive, and necessary. We live dependently, knowing it's God who does the work in us and through us.
Notes:

2. The Love That Marks Us
(verses 8-9)
Above all, we keep fervent in our love for one another. This is a costly, continuous love that covers a multitude of sins. Love absorbs offense, pursues reconciliation, and covers graciously. We practice hospitality without grumbling, making room in our lives for others. This love doesn't come from trying harder; it comes from receiving more of Christ's love for us.
Notes:

3. The Gifts That Define Us
(verses 10-11a)
Each believer has received a gift—no exceptions. We employ our gifts in serving one another as good stewards of God's manifold grace. These gifts don't belong to us; they belong to God. We're stewards managing what belongs to Another, and stewards are evaluated on faithfulness, not results. Our gifts are for the body, expressed through prayerful dependence and fervent love.
Notes:
4. The Glory That Drives Us
(verse 11b)
We do all things so that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. This is the destination, the purpose behind everything. When God gets the glory, we get freedom: free from needing approval, fearing failure, comparing ourselves, burning out, or keeping score. The glory already belongs to Him, and it will belong to Him forever and ever. Amen.
Notes:


Questions for Reflection
How does living in light of Christ's return shape your priorities and prayer life?

What spiritual gift has God given you, and how are you currently stewarding it for the body?

In what ways can you practice fervent, covering love and hospitality without grumbling this week?


Key Takeaway
Your job is faithfulness. God's job is results. He supplies the strength, gives the gifts, pours out the love, and does the work. Live dependently—trusting that the God who called you will equip you, the God who gifted you will empower you, and the God who loved you will love through you.
The Call
The call this morning is not "Try harder." The call is "Live dependently." Pray. Love. Serve. Glorify God through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and might forever and ever. Amen.
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