Not Too Difficult: The Accessible Gospel

"For this commandment which I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you, nor is it far from you. It is not in heaven, that you should say, 'Who will go up to heaven for us and get it for us and make us hear it, that we may do it?' Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, 'Who will cross the sea for us and get it for us and make us hear it, that we may do it?' But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may do it." - Deuteronomy 30:11-14 (LSB)

Introduction: The Accessible Gospel

Central Truth: The gospel has always been accessible—not requiring impossible journeys or extraordinary efforts, but available through simple faith in Christ, who came down from heaven and rose from the dead.

Key Verses:
· Deuteronomy 30:11-14: "For this commandment...is not too difficult for you, nor is it far from you."
· Romans 10:6-10: "But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way..."
· Romans 10:8: "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart"

1. The Nature of God's Command (Deuteronomy 30:11)

Key Points:
· The "commandment" Moses refers to is singular, not the multiple laws of verse 16
· It's described as "not too difficult" (Hebrew: not too wonderful/magnificent/high)
· It's "not far from you"—not requiring travel, climbing, or earning
· This commandment must precede the ability to truly keep God's other commands
· The problem from Deuteronomy 29:4 was that God had not yet given them "a heart to know"
· Paul identifies this as "the righteousness of faith"—not outward effort but inward trust
For Personal Reflection:
1. How does understanding that salvation is "not too difficult" challenge common misconceptions about approaching God?
2. In what areas of my spiritual life am I tempted to "climb mountains" instead of simply receiving God's grace?

2. No Need to Ascend (Deuteronomy 30:12; Romans 10:6)

Key Points:
· Moses anticipates humanity's default approach: trying to climb to God through effort
· The phrase "Who will go up to heaven for us" reveals our instinctive knowledge that we can't reach God ourselves
· We're looking for a mediator—someone to go on our behalf
· Paul reveals the stunning truth: "that is, to bring Christ down"
· The Tower of Babel illustrates the futility of trying to reach heaven by human effort
· Christ has already made the journey from heaven to earth for us
For Personal Reflection:
1. What "towers" have I tried to build to reach God in my own strength?
2. How does knowing that Christ came down change my understanding of salvation?

3. No Need to Descend (Deuteronomy 30:13; Romans 10:7)

Key Points:
· The sea in Old Testament thinking represents chaos, the unknown, and death
· "Beyond the sea" refers to the unreachable realm of death and separation
· Again, the people ask "Who will cross the sea for us"—recognizing their inability
· Paul clarifies: "that is, to bring Christ up from the dead"
· We cannot descend into the abyss of death and return, but Christ has done this for us
· The same pattern: "for us...for us"—we need someone to do what we cannot
For Personal Reflection:
1. How does understanding the "sea" as representing death and chaos deepen my appreciation for Christ's victory?
2. What does it mean that Christ conquered death on my behalf?

4. The Word is Here (Deuteronomy 30:14; Romans 10:8-10)

Key Points:
· Moses shifts from "this commandment" and "it" to calling it "the word"
· The word is "very near you, in your mouth and in your heart"
· This represents the transformation from Deuteronomy 29:4—the heart can now know God
· Paul identifies this as "the word of faith which we are preaching"
· The gospel requires two things: confession with your mouth and belief in your heart
· "If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved"
· This is the same gospel from Old Testament to today
For Personal Reflection:
1. How does knowing that the gospel was present in the Old Testament affect my understanding of God's plan?
2. What does it mean for the word to be "in your mouth and in your heart"?

The Gospel Connection
Problem Addressed: Hearts that cannot see God → Solution: Christ transforms hearts by His presence
People Included: Everyone who responds by faith → Same inclusivity as the New Testament gospel
Path Revealed: Faith, not works → Always been God's way of salvation
Choice Presented: Life or death → Ultimately choosing Christ or rejecting Him

Application Questions
Heart Assessment: How has this passage changed my understanding of how "near" salvation really is?
Faith vs. Works: Where am I still trying to climb spiritual mountains instead of receiving God's accessible grace?
Evangelism Perspective: How does understanding the accessibility of the gospel change how I share it with others?
Present Choice: What does it mean for me today that "the word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart"?

Key Truths to Remember
1. The Gospel's Accessibility: Salvation doesn't require impossible journeys—Christ has made the journey for us
2. Consistent Throughout Time: From Abraham to Moses to Paul to us, salvation has always been by grace through faith
3. Christ as the Center: The mysterious "commandment" and "word" that Moses described was always Christ Himself
4. Same Requirements Then and Now: Confession with the mouth and belief in the heart
5. No Climbing Required: We don't ascend to God; He descended to us in Christ
6. Victory Over Death: We don't conquer death; Christ conquered it and rose for us
7. Present Reality: The choice between life and death, Christ and separation, is before every person today

For Evangelism
This passage revolutionizes how we share the gospel:
· It's not too difficult - anyone can understand the basic message
· It's not far away - as close as their mouth and heart
· No impossible journeys required - Christ has already made the journey
· Same choice for all - life in Christ or death without Him

When we evangelize, we're not asking people to climb spiritual mountains or cross theological seas. We're simply pointing them to the Christ who is near, who came down from heaven and rose from the dead, and who saves all who confess Him as Lord and believe in their hearts.

The word is near them. In their mouth and in their heart. Our job is simply to help them see what's already within reach.

For Further Study
· Compare Romans 10:6-10 with Deuteronomy 30:11-14 side by side
· Study the connection between "heart to know" in Deuteronomy 29:4 and "in your heart" in 30:14
· Explore other Old Testament passages that point to Christ as the center of salvation
· Examine how this understanding of accessibility should shape our evangelistic efforts


