Mercy That Renews Us
Grace That Transforms: The Gospel According to Titus
Titus 2:15–3:7

The Foundation
Why should believers live with humility, gentleness, and readiness for good works? Because of what God has done for us. The same grace that appeared in chapter 2 now appears in chapter 3 as mercy that renews us.
Sermon Outline
1. The Authority That Speaks Grace into Life
(2:15–3:2)
Paul closes chapter 2 by commanding Titus to speak, exhort, and reprove with all authority—the authority of the gospel itself, delegated from God. The word “authority” in 2:15 is the same Greek word as “commandment” in 1:3. Titus carries the weight of God’s own commission. Then in 3:1–2, Paul directs believers to live in the world with submission, obedience, gentleness, and readiness for good works. The gospel produces a life that commends itself even to those who do not yet know Christ.
Notes:_____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________



1. The Mercy That Transforms Our Identity
(3:3–7)
Paul paints our former condition: foolish, disobedient, deceived, enslaved, spending life in malice and envy—despicable, hating one another. Then the turning point: “But when the kindness and affection of God our Savior appeared.” God saved us not by our works but according to His mercy, through the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, poured out richly through Jesus Christ. The result: justified by His grace, we become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. All three persons of the Godhead are active in our salvation.
Notes:_____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
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Questions for Reflection
Paul says we were once “foolish, disobedient, deceived, enslaved.” How does remembering your former condition shape the way you treat unbelievers who are difficult or hostile toward the faith?

Paul describes God’s salvation as “not by works which we did in righteousness.” Why is it important that Paul eliminates human effort before describing what God’s mercy accomplished? How does this protect the gospel?

Both chapter 2 and chapter 3 end with hope—the blessed hope of Christ’s return and the hope of eternal life. How do these two “appearings” (grace in 2:11 and kindness in 3:4) work together to sustain your walk with Christ today?


Key Takeaway
In chapter 2, grace appeared and it trains us, shaping how we live in this present age. In chapter 3, mercy appeared and it washed us, regenerated us, renewed us by the Holy Spirit. Grace shapes us from the outside. Mercy transforms us from the inside. And both passages end in the same place: hope. At the center of all of it is one person: Jesus Christ our Savior.
This Week’s Challenge
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]1. Behold the mercy. Each morning this week, read Titus 3:3–7 slowly. Let the contrast between what you once were and what God has made you sink into your heart. Thank Him for the kindness and affection He showed when He saved you.
2. See the mirror. The next time you encounter someone who is difficult, hostile, or far from God, remember Paul’s words: “we ourselves also once were.” Let that truth replace judgment with compassion and prayer.
Additional Notes
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
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