The King Who Conquered Death
1 Corinthians 15:1–8, 20–26

The Foundation
Death is the one enemy no human being has ever defeated. But two thousand years ago, one Man was executed, confirmed dead, buried in a sealed tomb—and on His own authority, walked out never to die again. His victory was not for Himself alone. It was for everyone who would ever trust in Him.
1. The Problem: Death (vv. 21–22)
Death entered the human race through one man’s sin. “In Adam all die,” every person shares his fallen nature, his guilt, and apart from God’s intervention, his destiny. Death is not natural; it is the judicial consequence of sin, both physical and spiritual.
Notes:_____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

2. The Work: Christ’s Substitution (vv. 1–4)
Paul delivers the gospel as “of first importance”: Christ died for our sins, was buried, and was raised. He died as our substitute, bearing the penalty we deserved. His burial confirmed the death. All of it was “according to the Scriptures.”
Notes:_____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

3. The Victory: Resurrection (vv. 4–8, 20)
He was raised and remains raised. The Father raised Him, the Son took up His own life, and the Spirit gave life to His body. Paul provides the evidence: Peter, the Twelve, over five hundred at once, James, and Paul himself. Christ is the “firstfruits,” the guarantee that the full harvest of resurrection is coming.
Notes:_____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

4. The Response: Repent and Believe (vv. 1–2)
The gospel demands belief and repentance. Paul warns that genuine faith endures—a faith that does not hold fast was never real. Turn from sin. Trust in Christ alone.
Notes:_____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
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5. The Hope: Restoration (vv. 24–26)
Christ must reign until every enemy is under His feet. The last enemy to be abolished is death, not managed, not reduced, but destroyed. Then comes the eternal state: God dwelling with His people forever.
Notes:_____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________


Questions for Reflection
Paul says we are either “in Adam” or “in Christ.” There is no third category. Where do you stand today? What does it practically mean to be “in Adam” versus “in Christ”? How would you explain that to someone else?


How does the certainty of your own future resurrection shape the way you face suffering, loss, or the fear of death? Also, when life becomes difficult, do you cling more tightly to Christ or do you look elsewhere for stability? 


How does understanding that Christ died in your place change the way you view God’s justice and His love?



Key Takeaway
The tomb is empty. The King is alive. If you are in Christ, His resurrection is your resurrection and His victory over the grave is your victory. The empty tomb is not just a historical event we celebrate once a year—it is a promise with your name on it.
This Week’s Challenge
1. Read 1 Corinthians 15:1–26 alongside Isaiah 53 and Psalm 16 this week.

2. If you have never trusted in Christ, consider what you heard today. Turn from your sin and receive the life He offers.

Upcoming in This Series
Apr 12 — What We Lost—and Why We Still Feel It (Genesis 1–3)
Apr 19 — The World That Is Coming (Revelation 21–22)
Apr 26 — Living in Light of Our Hope (1 Peter 1:3–9)
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