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Monkeying with Typewriters 
 
Nearly everyone just “knows” that if enough monkeys were allowed to pound away at typewriters 
for enough time, they would eventually produce all the great works of literature. But there are 
some fundamental laws of science and some very simple commonsense facts that show this claim 
to be nonsense. 
 
Perhaps after a day or two some monkey might type the word “to” with spaces before and after it. 
Eventually another monkey might type the word “be.” Given sufficient time and  monkeys, we 
might end up with “To be or not to be.” By this simple, mindless chance typing of letters we could 
eventually get all the great works of literature. 
 
The truth is, time works against our fearless troupe of innumerable monkeys. If they are going to 
get their work done, they have to get their job done in a hurry. Neither monkeys nor typewriters 
last forever. Then there is the problem of paper. Someone has calculated that even if monkeys and 
typewriters lasted forever and there was an unlimited supply of paper, the worthless trash our 
monkeys would produce would fill the entire universe before they could get out one Shakespeare 
play—not to mention War and Peace! 
 
Neither science nor the laws of probability support this nonsensical theory about monkeys. 
Common sense shows us that this illustration, often used by evolutionists, reveals the anti-
scientific nature of evolution. The Bible isn’t against science. Evolution is antiscientific! 
 
Acts 17:29 
“Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is 
like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising.” 
 
Prayer: Father, as St. Paul told the Greeks, You are not a product of the human mind; we are a 
product of Your mind. Restore to our culture a desire to seek You as You are and grant Your 
people a bold witness. In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

 
  


