To The Ends of the Earth
A Sermon Series Through the Book of Acts
“I Commend You To God and To The Word Of His Grace”
Acts 20: 29 – 36 

These words that Paul has sought to hold high for the Ephesian elders - and by extension you and I – tell us who pastors ______________what pastors ____________.

All of God’s Word – all of the Bible – is ______________ to our lives. 

What the Holy Spirit writes through Paul is ______________ for all of us who are here today - whether we called to be pastors or not. 

Who pastors are and what pastors do is something that we must all seek to ______________ and apply to our lives in various ways and for various reasons – to the good benefit of ourself and the church. 

Why is their need for the Ephesian pastors to not be asleep at the wheel but instead be alert, deliberate, intentional, and vigilant in their watch for the church? Because there are _____________ out there and even inside the church that will seek to harm the church and lead the disciples away (v28 – 29). 

Notice that God’s word tells us here that the danger to the church from wolves is both obvious (outside the church) and _____________ (inside the church).

Being led to drift away from the gospel is a danger that every single church member must ____________ against. It is the churches at Galatia and at Corinth who are both held accountable for the ways they have let the false teachers and the culture around them creep in unnoticed and lead them astray from the gospel (Galatians 1: 6-10; 1 Corinthians 5:1-13).

How do we stand against this? What do individual members led by faithful pastors have as a weapon in this fight to remain alert and prepared for the wolves without and within the church? Paul gives us two ways in v 31 – 32: _____________ & ___________. 

We remain alert to potential wolves within the church and without by admonishing each member, remembering _____________ own example in this. 
	
Faithful pastors are to be involved and active in the lives of their flock – attentive, aware, and addressing their ______________ and sufferings. 

So consistent was Paul’s presence in the lives of the Ephesians that it could be described as “day and night”. This of course was literal, but Paul was with them in such a way that he could know how they might be tempted to be led astray and could lovingly speak _______________ to that.  

To _____________ is the idea of instructing, wanning, reprimanding strongly, advising or urging someone against sin earnestly, cautioning someone of an error or sin to be avoided and to plead that this is not the way to live. 

Admonishing is what Paul says that he faithfully did and what he tells pastors that they must do if they too are to be ______________. 

If pastors are to be faithful to God, they must be ______________ in the lives of their people - aware of both the sins and sufferings of their people, giving careful Biblical counsel on what God’s word says and calls them to do in response in repentance, trust, and warning. 


Any admonishment that is not done in ___________ _____________ is not true biblical admonishment with the heart that Christ calls us to have for one another 

The reality is that though it is not easy and is often uncomfortable, God’s word would tell us that there is a far _____________ danger in not admonishing one another than in doing so.

Not only are the Ephesian elders to admonish and lovingly correct but also they are to prayerfully entrust and rest the care of the flock’s souls into the true shepherd ___________: the only faithful watchman who will not fail. 

Jesus, the only fully good and faithful shepherd, knows _____________ His own – all their sins and sufferings - and He alone can bear under the weight of it all. 

It is God who will keep and sustain the Ephesian church – through the diligent and selfless efforts of the men who faithfully pastors that church but ultimately, even if they fail, He will ____________. 

In verses 33-36 we see one final thing that God through Paul calls pastors to model and live out: to sacrificially pour themselves out in the giving of their ____________, energy, and resources. 

The call of those who would be pastors of a local church is to be _____________ in how they give themselves in all areas of the life. 


Blanks: are & do; relevant; applicable; know; wolves; subtle; guard; admonishment & prayer; Paul’s; sins; correction; admonish; faithful; present; tearful grief; greater; Jesus; intimately; not; time; sacrificial; 
