SERMON NOTES
To The Ends of the Earth
A Sermon Series Through the Book of Acts
“Before God, In All Good Conscience”
Acts 22: 17 – 23:1

Jesus came to Paul while he was yet still a ______________ and still very, very bad.
 
The work of Christ on the cross to take your sin will save you. No matter if we are - by whatever standard – very, very good or very, very bad, we all ______________ the grace that comes only through faith in Christ’s work and repentance of sin.

Though it may not seem obvious at first – there is much that is taught to us here in verse 1 about the ____________ and how the believer is to understand it.

The conscience is a very _______________ thing. It has been defined as an inner feeling that leads to self-exoneration or self judgement. The conscience works as a recorder of certain moral standards, a prosecutor that brings accusations, and finally as jury to render guilt when they are violated.

The conscience is each person’s inner sense of right and wrong.  It ___________ everything you have done or are considering doing.

Paul’s statement here in 23:1 concerning his good conscience from beginning up until this moment is not a statement that he has been sinless and perfectly obedient always in all his actions. Rather, what he is saying is this: Paul is communicating in verse one that he has followed consistently that which he inwardly _______________ was right (the law and persecution of believers who he saw as violating it, and after being saved he has followed his conscience – guided by the Spirit to proclaim Jesus as Lord and that he is the crucified and resurrected son of God to the Jews and Gentiles alike). 

Paul is saying that he has acted up to this day in accordance with his conscience and in line with where it led him to what he _______________ was right.

Irregardless if it was “right” or “wrong” by God’s standard, Paul says that he has acted ____________________ with how his conscience has led him. 

Paul and the Bible are teaching us something here: the conscience is not perfect, it can be flawed in many ways, and at times can lead one ________________ and into error. 

The reality that conscience can be and is often flawed is something that we must be aware of. For even as believers, though the Holy Spirit comes into our heart and sanctifies the conscience, it still can lead us astray if it is not being calibrated constantly to the truth of God’s __________.

The first is what we might call the ______________conscience. This is the conscience of the lost man or woman (before Christ) that everyone is born with. 

The natural conscience is what the Bible understands as uninformed and often calls “___________”.

This “natural conscience” is not _____________ to save anyone, it can only condemn in that it tells you there is “right” and “wrong” but not what to do when you done have wrong (Romans 1:20; 2:15).

The second understanding we should have of conscience is what some have helpfully called the maturing __________ conscience.  This is the natural conscience that has been and is being renewed by the Holy Spirit increasingly (2 Timothy 3:16).

This person with a maturing Biblical conscience has been regenerated and renewed by the gospel through the Holy Spirit. The effect of this is that the “wrong” they have done has been made clear to them as not just a violation of some inner feeling but rather a violation of ____________ standard. Although still not infallible their conscience is being increasingly shaped to God’s standard as it is being calibrated by the Word of God and work of the Holy Spirit. 

Here is one way to know believer if you are operating in this maturing Biblical conscience: when you sin and violate God’s law, the Holy Spirit will bring ________________to you that leads you to repentance and trust that God will forgive you because of your faith in the work of Jesus.

The Holy Spirit’s conviction will lead you to trust and ____________ in Christ for forgiveness. The flesh or enemy’s conviction will accuse you of your past and lead you to doubt that you are or can be forgiven (“Satan and the flesh say “look at your sin” while the Holy Spirit says “look to Jesus”) 1 John 1:9; Psalm 103:12.

A third example of conscience that the Bible understands also belongs to the “saved’ person. This conscience is referred to in Scripture as “the _____________ conscience” and sometimes outside the Bible as scrupulosity. 

The weaker or scrupulous conscience often adds “extra biblical” standards that are ____________ of God’s commands and then holds itself to this standard.

In the _____________ we are not the offender, judge, or the forgiver. In the gospel Jesus Christ stands in all three of these places. He took on the sin and the offense of breaking God’s standard and became the offender before God. As God’s Son He stands in the place of judge to declare you ‘no longer’ guilty - that was true of you is no longer true because of His righteous given to you. Finally, He stands in the place of forgiver because He has paid the penalty and exhausted the wrath of God and paid the debt we owed in full. 



Blanks: sinner; need; conscience; powerful; judges; thought; believed; consistent; astray; Word; natural; ignorant; enough; Biblical; God’s; conviction; rest; weaker; outside; gospel; 
Congregational Scripture Reading – Hebrews 10: 21 – 22


“And since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.”

