SERMON NOTES
To The Ends of the Earth
A Sermon Series Through the Book of Acts
“The Gospel that Transforms”
Acts 21: 27 – 22:21

As we turn our attention to our text this morning, we see that Paul’s efforts of selflessness and self-denial to lay down his preferences and rights for the sake of another are not received. Rather, he is met yet again with more lies, hostility, and incredible violence aimed toward him. We will learn much from his _____________ to all this. 

Part of understanding the gospel truly is understanding the sinful reality that is present in _________________ own heart. 

In Acts 22: 1 Paul turns explicitly to his own story and his own testimony of how the gospel had __________________ his life. He tells the crowd and us what he was before he met Christ, when he met Him, and how he was forever made different after meeting Him. 

A life changed by the gospel is one of the greatest tangible pieces of evidence of the reality and _______________ of the gospel. 

Paul calls the crowd here _____________ and ____________ which he uses as sincere terms of love, endearment, and respect that show his true and genuine affection for them. 

____________ was one of the most famous and revered rabbis of his day. His influence as a doctor of the law carried great significance. To have been a student of his and trained by him – such as Paul was – garnered a place of high esteem in the faith of Judaism. 

Paul found that no matter how hard he tried to be good – in all his effort in keeping the law – his heart was still very ______________. 

Paul very good according to the law and at the same time he was very bad according to his actions – and don’t miss this – this is where the _______________ found and came to him. It wasn’t that Paul made a move toward God first; no God moved toward him to save him.

If Paul and _____________ were to get that which we truly deserve then we would get no mercy and no grace from God. Instead, we would only receive the justice and right punishment that is due us for our sin and our rebellion against a holy and just God.


What is the application for us in this text? What is the thing that God would have for us to take away and learn from His word today? The same thing that Paul wanted in sharing these words: ____________ and _____________ the gospel. 

The Bible would teach us that we are not drowning in sin but that we are already drowned – already ________________ in sin.

Whether you come to Christ after years of rebelling and vile things or you come to understand your sin and need as someone raised in church, either way, your salvation is a ___________ work of God.

Lasting, increasing, and ________________ change is the evidence that the gospel is real in our lives, just as we see in the life of Paul and all who truly know the gospel. 

What Paul’s words show us here is that no one is so ______________ that they don’t need to come to the gospel. No one is too good to rest on their own accomplishments and at the same time no one is too _____________ and too far from the gospel and too lost for grace. I am not the worst thing that I have done – whatever that is. If God can save Paul, He can and will save me.  

It _____________God to save sinners like me.



Blanks: response; my; transformed; power; brothers & fathers; Gamaliel; bad; gospel; I; repent & believe; dead; miracle; measurable; good & bad; pleases
Congregational Scripture Reading – 1 Peter 2: 9 - 10

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

