SERMON NOTES
To The Ends of the Earth
A Sermon Series Through the Book of Acts
“Just From Sin and Self to Cease”
Acts 21: 17 – 26

That the brothers and sisters of the Jerusalem church - who would have been predominantly, if not, exclusively Jewish believers - welcome and receive ____________ Paul and his team is significant. This is because several of those traveling with Paul were Gentiles who previously would not have received a welcome such as this due to the hostility and relational tensions that had long existed between these two ethnic groups. 

The pattern we have seen in Scripture is that as churches are being established, in God’s design its leadership, oversight, and shepherding, is not entrusted to one solo pastor but rather to a ___________ of pastors - a plurality of men who shepherd and care for the flock, shoulder the heavy burdens of ministry, and celebrate together the joys of Christ’s good work in their lives and heart (Acts 11:29-30; 14: 23; 20: 17; Philippians 1:1; 1 Timothy 3: 1-7; 5:17; Titus 1: 5; 1 Thessalonians 5:12; 1 Peter 5: 1-5; Hebrews 13: 17; James 5: 14).

When the Bible wants us to learn something it often _____________ it over and over again for us.

It was important for Paul to recount the works of God that he had seen and it is important for us to do the same because we are too often prone to ___________ them.

The result of Paul sharing one by one and recounting for the sake of remembrance of all that God had done was exactly what was intended: the ________________ of God (v20)

The Jerusalem elders / pastors rejoice gladly at the recounting of all that God has done in saving the Gentiles and they praise rightly the One who has brought this all to be: not Paul, Luke, or someone else, but _______________

The Greek word translated “________” in verse 21 is the word – κατηχέω from where we get the word catechism (a short question and answer that we repeat over and over to learn something). 

As the gospel is flowing and moving forward, satan is always going to seek to place an _____________ in front of it to hinder and stop the gospel form going further if possible.  

Satan brings his latest ebb - as he often does through the actions of others. This time the ebb is through the __________ __________against Paul spoken to these new believers who have turned to Christ.

One of the enemies greatest, oldest, and favorite plays to run is false accusations aimed at leaders of the church. To combat this God in His word says be careful and _____________ to believe an accusation against pastors / elders - there must be two or three trustworthy witnesses, not just someone’s anonymous word leveled at them (1 Timothy 5:19). 

The truth is of no consequence to those who are blinded by their own desires and _____________.

The solution presented by the pastors of the Jerusalem church is difficult and indeed a financially _____________ one for Paul (v 22). 

Paul was willing to let his love for the gospel limit his liberties, rights, privileges, preferences and even incur financial cost to himself if it meant that the gospel message would be proclaimed more clearly and _____________ maintained in the church. 

The way of the believer is to display this same willingness seen in the example of Paul to let our ____________ for God, the gospel, and others limit our limit our liberties, rights, privileges, preferences if it means that the gospel message would be proclaimed more clearly and unity maintained in the church.

The chief end of God saving _____________ is not me but God and His glory.

We are truly loving one another when we restrain our _____________ for the good and love of others.


Blanks: gladly; group; repeats; forget; worship; God; told; ebb; false accusations; cautious; motives; costly; unity; love; me; preferences; 
Congregational Reading – 1 Corinthians 9: 19 – 23

For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. 
To those under the law I became as one under the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law.

 To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. 

To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. 

I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some. 
I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.

