SERMON NOTES
To The Ends of the Earth
A Sermon Series Through the Book of Acts
“Pay Careful Attention to Yourselves and to a/l the Flock”
Acts 20: 22 – 28

Paul’s main and chief concern is always for the health and maturity of the local churches. He wants the believers to be strong, advancing in Christlikeness, and to finish their race of faith well. He knows that reality directly correlates and connects with the ____________ that are leading them in their local church.  

In verse 22 we find Paul looking ___________ to what is to come and to what these men – entrusted with the high, honorable, and very serious calling of pastor should endeavor to emulate and model in how they care for the Ephesian congregation. 
 
Paul is speaking in these verses to the elders of the Ephesian church: the group of pastors who serve the local church at Ephesus. Those men who have been appointed by God and affirmed by the church to shepherd, lead, guide, protect, discipline, and serve the believers that make up the _________ ____________ at Ephesus. 

The essentials of what a pastor is - is something that we must all seek to see, ________________, and apply to our life in various ways for various reasons – all to the good benefit of all the church.  

Paul sets his face toward Jerusalem, led by the ___________, in submission to God - an example of obedience to the Ephesian elders.

God is always doing something in how He leads His people, even if it seems the leading brings us to the unknown, uncertain, or the _____________.

Paul’s main aim and goal is to finish the race of his Christian life ___________ - this is what all believers are to seek, but this is particularly the example that the Ephesian pastors are to model in their lives for their flock.

Self-sacrifice is to be the heart and example of the pastor because it is the heart of ____________.

Paul shows us here as he shows the group of men who pastored the Ephesian church that he – and all believers – are safest in the Lord not when we striving and fumbling for self-preservation and self-exaltation but rather when we are in _________________ to His leading and Lordship in our life – whatever that may look like.

_____________ to the Lord and counting obedience to the Spirit more precious than our own comfort is to be the heart disposition of every believer – this is what Paul is modeling and calling the Ephesian pastors to in their own lives for the Ephesian church. 

A pastor loves, knows, and is ___________ in sincere and precious relationship by their people. 

Paul says he had faithfully sounded the alarm of the watchman by proclaiming the whole ___________ and by clear implication the Ephesian pastors are also to be faithful in this way. 

The statement from Paul “I did not shrink back from declaring to you the whole counsel of God” implies – or more than implies – that there is a reality that pastors will at the least be ___________ to shrink back from the truth, and that some indeed will go further and actually do so.

The “whole counsel of God” means the story of redemption of the gospel: how God had worked from eternity past, up through Israel, and now in the Gentiles to save each by the work and obedience of Jesus who _____________ us to God. 

This is a pastor: a faithful ____________ who declares the whole counsel of God.

Why is serious and cautious attention not an option but a command for those who are the pastors of a local church? The flock of God in which they have been made pastors has been obtained with the very _____________ of God.

How _____________ are those who make up the local church at Ephesus and all local churches? There was an infinite and precious cost given for the them: they were purchased by the blood of Jesus Christ. 

The ________ ________ makes pastors, and churches then affirm this calling.

Personal ____________ is critical in the life of a pastor – his life cannot be divorced and divided from his calling and the same is true for all believers who too are called to not segment their lives from their belief and obedience to Christ. 

Paul uses the language of a ___________ and __________ – just as Jesus did– to describe the heart of the pastor that is to be exhibited by the Ephesian Elders (v28).  

Like a shepherd, pastors must stay awake and __________ at any sign of danger for the sheep.

Imperatively, pastors must make the sheep and their lives their ___________, being willing to be get into the lives of their people: the good, the joy, the delight, as well as the mud, the messiness, and the sin of it all, paying careful attention in this way to both know and be known by their people (v28). -  





Blanks: pastors; forward; local church; understand; Spirit; uncomfortable; well; Jesus; self-submission; Submission; known; gospel; tempted; reconciles; watchman; blood; valuable; Holy Spirit; holiness; shepherd & flock; alert; concern; 
Congregational Scripture Reading – 1 Peter 5: 1 - 4

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

