SERMON NOTES
To The Ends of the Earth
A Sermon Series Through the Book of Acts
“Follow Me as I Follow Christ”
Acts 20: 13 – 21

Time alone with God – unhurried and focused in prayer and His Word - is critical for our spiritual _______________.

Though he is forced to set sail past Ephesus, Paul’s ___________is very much still with the Ephesian church. The believers and the sheep of this flock - are all still very much present on his mind. 

Paul’s main and chief concern is always for the health and maturity of the local churches. He wants the believers to be strong, advancing in Christlikeness, and to finish their race of faith well. He knows that  reality directly correlates and connects with the ____________ that are leading them in their local church.  

Paul is speaking here in these verses to the ____________ of the Ephesian church – the group of pastors who serve the local church at Ephesus.

The consistent pattern in the churches of the New Testament is the establishment of ____________ pastors who serve each local church by leading (not ruling), shepherding, teaching, admonishment, preaching the Word, prayer, and careful care for the souls of the flock (Acts 11:29-30; 14: 23; Philippians 1:1; 1 Timothy 3: 1-7; 5:17; Titus 1: 5; 1 Thessalonians 5:12; 1 Peter 5: 1-5; Hebrews 13: 17; James 5: 14).

Because of his love for the local church at Ephesus, Paul wants to _____________, encourage, and remind, by his own example among them, what the men who are pastors in the Ephesian church are to do, and the ways in which they are to care for those in their local church. 

A pastor can’t be a pastor without being ____________ their people.

Pastors have to know the needs, sins, struggles, sufferings, fears, and joys of their people so that they may apply God’s ____________ to each of these. 

Paul lived his life with _____________ among the Ephesians. His life was a faithful example – not of perfection or sinlessness – but of the pursuit of Christlikeness and holiness.

The true power and evidence of the gospel is a transformed and new ___________ – that testifies to work of God in a person’s heart to change their desires, wants, and aims away from self and toward pleasing Him.

Paul sought to live his life among the Ephesians in the same way Jesus did: _____________ and ______________ to God as that service overflowed to the good of others. 

The men who serve a local church as pastors are to seek to do so with ____________ and not with pride – understanding that they are but servants, slaves, soldiers who serve Christ and His church.

Paul modeled for the Ephesian believers how to view, understand, and ____________ well in the gospel, both personally and publically.

People are watching how you walk through trials; that’s true for pastors and would be elders, but it’s also true for every ____________. 

Not only did Paul use his life - as an example – but he also sought to declare to them anything that was ___________. What is profitable? (2 Timothy 3:16 “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work). 

Paul gave them the full ___________of God, publically in local church gatherings and privately in home to home as he was among them.  

One final thing that we can observe in our text this morning of Paul’s opening words to the Ephesian elders is that faithful pastors prioritize ___________ the gospel with the lost and lead the church to do the same.   

The men who serve a local church as pastors to __________, feed, guide, and protect the flock of God who is among them.


Blanks: advancement; heart; pastors; elders; multiple; equip; among; Word; authenticity; life; serving & submitting; humility; suffer; believers; profitable; Word; sharing; lead; 
Congregational Scripture Reading – Philippians 3: 17



Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in us.

