SERMON NOTES
Father’s Day 2026
 “Like A Father with His Children”
1 Thessalonians 2: 11-12

Godly fathers are ________________ in the hand of God to drive their children toward God, Christlikeness, sanctification, and training them in maturity to be conformed to the image of God.

Throughout the entirety of God’s Word, the scripture places a high priority, calling, and ______________on fatherhood.

When Jesus wanted to show us how we should pray and the way that God has chosen to relate to us in His commitment, devotion, provision, protection, authority, loving discipline, and training us up in holiness is like, He taught us to call God “_____________” (Matthew 6:9).

Jesus could have told us to use any of the names that God had revealed for Himself in Scripture when we pray but instead amazingly, beautifully, wonderfully, Jesus invites us to use the most _______________ name He knew for God, Father. 

________________ says, if you want to understand God and know Him, think of a dad – that’s who He is like. 

We can only call God father through the work of Jesus Christ ____________ and _______________for sinners.

The only way to move from a child of disobedience, (Ephesians 2:2) a child of wrath (Ephesians 2:3), a child of darkness (1 Thessalonians) as we all are naturally in our sin, is to repent of it and turn and place our faith in Jesus Christ, _______________ in his work to save and satisfy the wrath of God that we deserve for our sin.

The image that Paul uses to describe his own conduct among the Thessalonians as a father should cause us to see what a good gift godly fathers are to us, to ____________ for the fathers in our lives, and to seek - as fathers - to model the qualities highlighted in these verses. 

When Paul wants to convey what he modeled his time in Thessalonica and what he sought to be, and live among them, and be he says “I was like….a __________ to you…”

Paul says that he was like a father with them in the way that he was careful and intentional in the ______________ time that he gave them.

A godly father _____________ to be present and give (as much as possible) individual time with his children.

Paul also says “like a father with his children, we _______________ each one of you.”

Godly fathers seek to ____________, implore, and appeal to their children to move toward some action, namely to fear and follow God and His ways by faith and repentance in Jesus as their Savior.

Paul also says here that like a father with his children he sought to _______________ them.

True and genuine _____________ for others is shown in two ways: the love of correction (exhorting) and the love of affection (encouragement). 

Fathers are not only to bring corrective and loving discipline to their children but also words and actions of ______________, encouragement, and love.

Paul’s goal as missionary and pastor to the Thessalonians, the goal of godly parenting, is to see our children ______________ in a manner worthy of God.

In the Bible, the expression “to walk”, is an idiom meaning how one_____________ their life.

To teach our children to walk in a manner worthy of God means to train them by word and ______________ to aim their selves and their lives to align with what God calls us to in His word and the gospel.

It is ____________ work to save and sanctify our children. But praise Him that one of His chief means He chooses to accomplish this is to entrust fathers with this awesome stewardship of parenting.  

A ___________ ____________ is one who comes alongside another (who is not their biological child) and walks with them in the faith, discipling them, exhorting, encouraging, and charging them to walk in a manner worthy of God by their own example and teaching in the word.

Spiritual fathers are one of the _____________ that Jesus promises to give those who forsake the world and turn to Him in the gospel.





Blanks: instruments; honor; father; intimate; Jesus; crucified & resurrected; trusting; pray; dad; individual; strives; exhorted; urge; encourage; love; comfort; walk; lives; example; God’s; spiritual father; gifts; 
Congregational Scripture Reading – Deuteronomy 6: 1 – 2; 6 -9


Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules—that the LORD your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, that you may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son’s son…

And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.


