To The Ends of the Earth
A Sermon Series Through the Book of Acts
“Jesus, Our Judge and Our Savior”
Acts 17: 16 – 34

The word Luke chose to convey Paul’s response to seeing the multitude of idols in Athens is the word παροξύνω (translated “____________” in v16). The word speaks to a violent, internal, almost seizure type of reaction. 

Paul’s outrage and grief move him to ___________. 

As a result of his being provoked and grieved in his spirit at the sight of all this idol worship, Paul sought to bring the __________ to the Athenians.

Whereas the synagogue provided Paul an audience for leading his Jewish brothers and sisters to the gospel, the Athens _______________ – as the center for commerce & culture for the entire city – provided Paul an opportunity to share the gospel with the lost, idol worshippers of Athens.

In his ____________ sharing in the marketplace of Athens Paul encountered two groups of Philosophers: the Epicureans and the Stoics.

_____________ believed that seeking pleasure in life and avoiding pain was the chief goal in life. They did not believe in any divine involvement and believed that ‘gods’ were indifferent to their action. They believed that there was no after life and at death life simply ended forever.  

___________ believed everything is “god”. Their goal was self-mastery which was achieved being indifferent to both pleasure and seeking to obey the natural law.

The audience of Paul in v 18 is not readily receptive of his message. There is ___________ by some and there is confusion by others.

The Greek religious system of Athens had a view of male and female “gods’. Therefore, some when they heard Paul proclaiming Jesus and the resurrection, mistake him as preaching and proclaiming _________ “gods”: a masculine God named Jesus and a female whom they think Paul calls “the resurrection” (Anastasis).

Paul begins by acknowledging the religious __________ of the Athenians who had idols to everything they could ever imagine and even things they could not as given here in evidence of this alter to “an unknown god”.

Paul both calls to their mind their religious affections (though misguided) and at the same time does not give ___________ and credence to them. 

The Athenians biggest problem – as is for all lost people - is a ___________ problem. They are not worshipping rightly the true God through the work of Jesus Christ.

All of these idols to false ‘gods’ are “objects” of worship but not the means and end of what all worship should be, __________.

An ___________ is anything that takes our mind’s attention and heart’s affection more than God. Idols are those things in our lives that we will sin to get, sin if we don’t get, or sin to keep.

__________ ___________ tells us there is a God but not how to be reconciled with the God who is.

To ___________ is to reverse current course, turning from sin and toward God. 

There is a day coming – a fixed day and appointed day where Jesus - will judge the world (all people) not by our standard but by His _______________. 

____________ will give an account for my sins and my acceptance or rejection of Jesus one day before God. 



Blanks: provoked; action; gospel; marketplace; daily; Epicureans; Stoics; mockery; two; zeal; validity; worship; God; idol; General Revelation; repent; standard; I; 
Congregational Scripture Reading – Isaiah 44: 12 -17


The ironsmith takes a cutting tool and works it over the coals. He fashions it with hammers and works it with his strong arm. He becomes hungry, and his strength fails; he drinks no water and is faint. The carpenter stretches a line; he marks it out with a pencil. He shapes it with planes and marks it with a compass. He shapes it into the figure of a man, with the beauty of a man, to dwell in a house. He cuts down cedars, or he chooses a cypress tree or an oak and lets it grow strong among the trees of the forest. He plants a cedar and the rain nourishes it. Then it becomes fuel for a man. He takes a part of it and warms himself; he kindles a fire and bakes bread. Also he makes a god and worships it; he makes it an idol and falls down before it. Half of it he burns in the fire. Over the half he eats meat; he roasts it and is satisfied. Also he warms himself and says, “Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire!” And the rest of it he makes into a god, his idol, and falls down to it and worships it. He prays to it and says, “Deliver me, for you are my god!”

