SERMON NOTES
Mother’s Day 2026
 “In Pursuit of Godly Motherhood”
Proverbs 31: 10 – 31

Godly ___________ are used by God to drive us toward God, toward Christlikeness, sanctification, maturity, and greater completeness in becoming conformed to the image of God. 

The evidence of the gospel in a person’s life is that you strive, desire, and long to be more ______________ and more Christlike.

Proverbs 31: 10 – 31 is the picture of the ideal godly wife and mother. It is a picture of something that is not attainable in one woman alone but rather something the woman of God is to ____________ and aspire to.

Do not read or hear this passage today in despair, rather read it with a God-aimed desire to seek to strive to become these things by the power of Christ in you, trusting Jesus has covered your every short falling, sin, and misstep _______________ and satisfactory on the cross. 

Proverbs 31:10 begins with a rhetorical question (“who can find the woman that is being described here?”). The clear implication is that this kind of character being depicted here is ___________ and not common or every day. It is rather something to be sought and pursued.

The Hebrew word translated “_____________” in v 10 is the Hebrews word חַ֭יִל. It carries the idea of faculty, power, strength, competences, bravery, and efficiency.

The woman here in Proverbs 31 is all that she is because of ___________. All that is in the text flows not from herself and some status and excellence that she has attained on her own, but rather from her right fear and reverence of God.

To fear God is to have a _____________ and an understanding for who God is, His authority and His work - specifically in the gospel. This knowledge spurs us on to worship Him and to obedience to His word as we seek to walk in His ways and serve Him in devotion.  

Godly mothers in rightly understood ____________and reverence for the Lord seek to build their lives on the rock of God’s Word, giving themselves in study and obedience to what it says (Matthew 7: 24-27).

Godly mothers are godly because of God and the ______________ work in their heart to cause them to fear God rightly, seeing what Jesus has done for them to save them from their sin and give them that new heart and new spirit that makes them a new person, redeemed in Christ.

A godly mother (person) regularly _____________ (spends time) with the Lord, in His Word.

Godly mothers, strive to dress yourself daily in the ___________ of the Lord and draw not from the well of self but from God and God’s people (v17).

A godly mother is aware of and takes an ____________ role in her family’s spiritual progression. She is not idle or passive, nor does she expect another outside her home to be the primary and main discipler in the ways of Lord for her children. Rather, taking a committed role in that herself, she seeks to use every opportunity to draw her children’s hearts to gospel and the ways of the Lord (v 26-27).

A godly mother is one who is _____________ and gives of herself in sacrificial service for the benefit of others (v13-16; 18-20; 24; 2 Samuel 21: 10 - 14).

The mother seeking godliness and to follow Christ is one who’s __________, hope, and faith is fully in the Lord (v 21; 25).  

The trust, hope, and faith in the Lord that is seen in the Proverbs 31 woman is not because of anything in her but rather born of the grace and strength of the ___________ in her life (v 25). 

The godly mother faces the ___________ of tomorrow with confidence not in herself but rather with her hope and trust in the Lord. This is the only possible way to “laugh at the time to come”. 

The cure to all your mothering anxieties (and all anxiety) is trusting the ____________, love, goodness, and sovereignty of God. This is what we must pursue.   

The strength that the godly woman of Proverbs 31 drew from was firm faith in who God is:  His love, His goodness, and His _____________.  

Moms (and everyone) - Jesus Christ fulfills ___________ wherever you have lacked or are lacking in the gospel, rest in that. 

Blanks: mothers; godly; pursue; sufficiently; rare; excellent; God; fear; gospels; awe; communes; strength; active; selfless; trust; Lord; uncertainty; character; draw near; sovereignty; perfectly; 
Congregational Reading – Proverbs 31:  28 – 31

Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: “Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all.” 

Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 

Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the gates.

