SERMON NOTES
To The Ends of the Earth
A Sermon Series Through the Book of Acts
“Let No One Seek His Own Good, But the Good Of His Neighbor”
Acts 15: 19 – 35

An “______________” of the enemy are those attempts and efforts that we have seen in Acts (and today in our own lives and church) in which the enemy seeks to stop or hinder the gospel’s progression or mission in our lives or others by causing conflict, disunity, or persecution in the lives of God’s people.

*James speaks (in v 15 – 17) from what it is to be the final and decisive authority on all things in our lives and all matters of decision we face in a church or as believers: ____________ ______________.

The pronouncement from the council is unanimously reached by the apostles, elders, church, and most importantly, the __________ ___________. 

________________ Himself had led the church in this decision as God the Spirit ensured that the true gospel was not lost by this ebb attack from the enemy.  

Writing books or letters was a tremendous financial and labor cost in the first century. That Luke recorded for us the letter in its entirety demonstrates to us its theological ___________________ and relevance to us today.   

The letter written by the Jerusalem Council is first and foremost of a warm and _____________ tone and heart.

Theological decisions are pastoral. Pastoral decisions are _______________.

The Jerusalem council affirms that these Gentiles who will receive this letter are in fact their __________ and ______________ in Christ because of their like faith (and therefore not by adherence to the law).

The word translated “______________”is the word ταράσσω. The word communicates a great distress and a frightful disturbing that comes to person. It is the same word used in the gospel of John 14 to describe the state of mind of the disciples after Jesus told them of his impending betrayal by one of them and His approaching death.   

The word ἀνασκευάζω translates to “cause distress or unsettle”. In writings outside the Bible, it is used to communicate the military plundering of a town or going _____________.

The gospel is not “go and do”. The gospel says done; “_______________” - rest in that.

The council’s decision not only teaches us about the true nature of the gospel (faith alone in Christ alone) but also the decision teaches us about the true nature of Christian _______________ between brothers and sisters.

What is being instructed here in this second part of the decision (v20-21;29) is not Biblical non-negotiables for salvation but instead the nature of how Christians are to relate to and ___________ one another for the sake of unity and their love for fellow believers.

As believers in Christ, we are under grace and not the law and a practical outworking of that in our lives is that we must be willing to lay down rights, privileges, freedoms in Christ, and even preferences for the sake of our witness to the lost and _____________ with fellow believers.

The Bible is teaching us here in this part of the decision from the council is that Gentile believers are not required to take on Judaism’s laws and ceremonies but they are required (not for salvation but out of love and unity) to bear in mind their Jewish brothers & sisters and also unbelieving Jews in how they _____________ and what they partake in.   

Many Jewish believers found things that were associated and connected at one time with ____________ deeply troubling and necessary to avoid. 

The Gentile temple with all its activity was simply synonymous with _________ ___________ and idolatry.

The prohibition to abstain from sexual immorality in general is a timeless and ______________ command to all believers (1 Corinthians 6: 9-11; 18-19; 1 Thessalonians 4: 3-8; 1 Timothy 2: 22). 

There is _____________, mercy, forgiveness for those who repent and turn from sexual immorality or any other sin.

The Gentiles here are called to be most concerned, most motivated, and most serious about that which ___________ _____________ another believer over and against what they are free to do.

You are not under the law of Moses, the Jerusalem Council affirms to the Gentiles and you are free in the grace of Christ but your liberty here has limits and that limit is your brother’s & sister’s  ______________.

As believers our freedom in Christ must be governed and at times ____________ by love and concern for others rather than our own self-interest.

Today, we must be willing to - whenever _______________ - lay down our rights, privileges, freedoms in Christ and even preferences for the sake of fellow believers if it means unity in the church and an opportunity to share the gospel.

The Bible is teaching us a most important lesson here in these instructions: we should be most concerned with as a believer what builds up, edifies, keeps unity, and advances the gospel above everything else. 

Blanks: ebb; the Bible; Holy Spirit; God; significance; pastoral; theological; brothers & sisters; troubled; bankrupt; finished; fellowship; serve; unity; live; idols; sexual immorality; permanent; grace; builds up; conscience; limited; necessary; 
Congregational Scripture Reading – 1 Corinthians 10: 23 – 24


“All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful.  

All things are lawful”, but not all things build up. 

Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor.”
