SERMON NOTES
To The Ends of the Earth
A Sermon Series Through the Book of Acts
Having Cleansed Their Hearts by Faith
Acts 14: 24 – 15: 21

Today we see in our text the first and the most important church councils in history, what is known as the Jerusalem Council. The Jerusalem Council dealt with the most critical question that can be asked and answered: what must I do to be ______________?

Missions is always connected to a ____________ _____________. The local church is God’s design to reach the community that it is in and beyond. The same is true for FBC as we seek to reach Taylorsville and beyond. 

Headlines matter; you are what you _______________. Let’s be a people who in our lives, like Paul and Barnabas, make the headline celebrating most the good that God is doing and has done. 

What have we come to learn and expect to happen (in Acts and our own lives) when the gospel is going forward, believers are being strengthened and grown, and good & God things are happening? An _______________ of satan, who will seek in vain effort to diminish and recede the gospel’s progression and work. 

Satan’s oldest and favorite play is to bring ______________ amongst believers. 

Satan attacks the very nature, the very way, and the very __________________ of how someone is saved.

No one is too far off from the grace of God. Anyone can be saved. No matter what _____________ have brought with me today: past sin or current sin, I can be saved and forgiven by faith and repentance in Jesus. 

Satan twists just enough truth mixed with ____________ to cause us to think “did God really say that”? 

The enemy rarely works in ___________ and identifiable error. Instead, he sprinkles in just enough truth, emotion, confusion, with error to make the matter seem muddled and unclear.

Instead of focusing on the argument and debate, God’s Word puts its focus on the ______________. 

So often, we are prone to focus on the _______________ and less on the solution but that’s not the way it should be. We should instead labor and work for the God honoring solution, instead of spending and wasting our energy on the issue or argument.

It was ____________ who made a choice that Peter would bring to the Gentiles the gospel and they would believe. It was God who orchestrated the whole thing – in the giving of Cornelus and Peter the visions - so that it would be known without a doubt it was not man’s engineering or plan. 

Just as the Holy Spirit had fallen in Acts 2 on Peter and the others, so too the ____________ fell on the Gentiles at Cornelius’s house.

The closer a person grows with God, the more aware of and evident their own _________ and need for Jesus becomes to them. 

God did not cleanse their _____________ by observance to the law or circumcision but by faith.

In the Bible, to put God to the ____________ God is to doubt God and demand of Him to prove something to us, like Isreal in the desert wanderings. 

______________ is the half-brother of our Lord Jesus who wrote the New Testament book of the Bible that bears his name.

James’s words teach us much about the process we are to use when making decisions of a spiritual nature in our local church and life: evidence of God’s work + _________________. 

Scripture must always be the guardrail, guideline, and final _____________ when making decisions in our lives and church.

James centers and grounds the argument firmly in Scripture. The experience of Peter, Paul, and Barnabas are not separate but in fact was ________________ and promised by God in His Word. 

In the decision that is reached by the council -we are taught much about Biblical necessities and the nature and limit of ________________ liberty.  

As believers though we must be willing to lay down our rights and privileges, freedoms in Christ, and even ________________ for the sake of other brothers and sisters.

The Bible is teaching us here that the Gentiles are not required to take on Judaism’s laws and ceremonies, they are required (not for salvation but out of love and unity) to bear in mind their Jewish brothers and sisters in the _____________ – and also unbelieving Jews - in how they live and what they partake in.

We should be most concerned with as a believer with what edifies and keeps ____________ with another brother or sister.


Blanks: saved; local church; celebrate; ebb; disunity; assurance; I; error; clear; solution; argument; God; Spirit; sin; heart; test; James; Scripture; authority; predicted; Christian; preferences; gospel; unity; 

Congregational Scripture Reading – Philippians 2: 3-5


“Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.  Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus. 
