SERMON NOTES
To The Ends of the Earth
A Sermon Series Through the Book of Acts
“Strengthening the Disciples and Encouraging Them to Continue in the Faith”
Acts 14: 19 – 23

The angry mob that had ran Paul and Barnabas out of Antioch in Pisidian and then subsequently Iconium had traveled nearly 100 miles and almost 20 miles respectively in order to bring violence to Paul and the ______________ they proclaimed (v19). 

The people of Lystra just a moment ago wanted to offer sacrifices to Paul and Barnabas as ”gods”. Now the people want to make them a ______________ - so fickle are the whims of the heart of man. 

The same God who had healed the lame man to walk just before this and the same God whom Paul had just proclaimed to Lystrians – as the one true God that had created the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them – He had ______________ Paul’s life despite the violent intentions of the people.  

Paul enters back into the city of Lystra where at least some of (if not all) of the angry mob still is - even spending the night and sleeping there. What a faithful example of bold trust in ____________, His grace, providence, goodness, and protection this was to the believers there with him.  

Paul and Barnabas weighed and reckoned that the _____________ health of the brothers and sisters who had come to know the Lord in Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch of Pisidian was more important than whatever physical danger they would be in for returning. 

Making disciples – growing new believers into maturity in Christ – was the heart and aim of Paul’s and Barnabas’s ministry. They put intentional effort and intentional church governance and leadership into place in each of the __________ _____________ they planted to the end and goal that – just as Jesus had commanded – those who believed the gospel would be made into mature followers of Christ (v 21-23). 

As a church we _______________ want to see men and women who come to know the gospel made into disciples of Jesus (Matthew 28: 19-20) as they grow in their knowledge of God’s Word and learn what obedience to it looks like practically. 

Our ministry as believers in a local church doesn’t end when people get saved, it only ____________.

The Greek word for strengthen in verse 22 is ἐπιστηρίζω. When it is used in the Bible it used often to describe the strengthening of believers that comes through the teaching and exposition of the _____________ (Acts 20: 31-32; Eph 4: 11-16; 1 John 2:14).

Time and time again the Bible makes clear to us that ______________ in the faith is the mark of the believer.   

The reason that believers need to be encouraged to keep believing and keep trusting the gospel is because the flesh – our flesh - and the enemy – satan is _____________ (Mark 4: 1- 20).

The Bible makes clear that the believer is engaged in a ______________ warfare between the flesh and the enemy that seeks to keep us away and out of the Kingdom (Matthew 11:12).

Part of God’s _____________ process means that we must go through many tribulations, trials, troubles before we enter the kingdom of Heaven.

Paul and Barnabas want these believers to be discipled in the truth that Christian life is not absent of suffering, persecution, or trials and that each of these are ______________ them for Heaven. 

Through many tribulations believers must enter the kingdom of God and therefore _____________ in the faith, keep going, and keep believing. 

Each of the Greek words used in the Bible - πρεσβύτερος (translated elder), ἐπίσκοπος (translated overseer), and ποιμήν - διδάσκαλος (translated shepherd /pastor - teacher) all refer to the __________ local church office in the New Testament. 

Elders are ____________ who oversee. 

______________ (pastors) are group of men who serve a local church by leading, shepherding, teaching & preaching the word, prayer, and careful care for the souls of the flock. 

Both paid or lay elders serve the church. They are given by God for the good of the local church and the under shepherds of the great shepherd, _______________ (Ephesians 4: 11 – 16). 

The office and role of elders is the regular pattern and example that we see in the local churches of the ____________ _____________ (Acts 11:29; 14:23; 20:17; 15: 2, 4, 6; 16: 4; 21: 18; Philippians 1: 1; 1 Thessalonians 5:12; Titus 1: 5 -9; 1 Timothy 3: 1-7, 17; Hebrews 13: 17; James 5:14; 1 Peter 1: 1-2).

Sheep need ___________. 

In every example of the word used in this context in the Bible πρεσβύτερος (elders), ἐπίσκοπος (overseers), or ποιμήν - διδάσκαλος (shepherd/ pastor - teachers) the words are always in the _____________, referring to a group of men who serve a local church in this office.

Paul and Barnabas know that the salvation’s, the discipleship, the strengthening, the encouragement to continue and endure through the trials that will come their way, and the faithful shepherding of the pastors/elders that they have appointed will only come to be by the grace and work of the __________. 

Blanks: gospel; sacrifice; sustained; God; spiritual; local churches; primarily; begins; Bible; perseverance; deceptive; ceaseless; refining; preparing; continue; same; pastors; Elders; Jesus; New Testament; shepherds; plural; Lord; 
Congregational Scripture Reading – 1 Peter 1: 6-7

“In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the testing of your faith – mor precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire – may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”


