SERMON NOTES
To The Ends of the Earth
A Sermon Series Through the Book of Acts
“By Him Everyone Who Believes is Freed from Everything”
Acts 13: 14b – 41

As believers, we must be willing to both do _______________ things and go to hard places for the sake of the gospel.

This week be obedient to do one ‘hard’ (_________________) thing for Jesus (praying for someone, share the gospel with someone, invite someone to church, etc.).

In the first century the ________________ was not only the center for center of worship but also life, community, and social gathering in the Jewish culture.

Paul was ready for this moment. In verse 15 he seizes the opportunity that God in His good sovereignty ordained for him.  He gives a clear and powerful testimony of the gospel, tracing God’s work from God’s election and choosing of his people Isreal all the way to Christ and the _____________ that must be made by all people to follow Him. 

The Bible teaches us that God – our God - is in _____________ and good control of all the world, guiding all things to His desired ends and purposes (Amos 3:6; Psalm 115:3; 148: 8; Proverbs 21:1; 16:33; Ephesians 1:11; Matthew 10: 29-31; Colossians 1: 15-16).  

God is not a vague force out in the world. He is guiding, sustaining, and leading every moment of time and history to His intended purposes for our good and His ______________. 


Paul doesn’t want us to miss that the hero of his sermon is __________. Ten times in this sermon – in (v17,18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 30, 33, and 37) he describes how God worked to direct where he wanted. 
Another thirteen times in this sermon Paul will reference either _____________ life, death, or resurrection (v 23, 25, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35, 37, 38, 39).
The Greek word used in verse sixteen is the word “ἀκούω” meaning more than just “hear” but “hear with ______________”.
David was a man after God’s own heart because he was a man who saw his sin and ____________ of it. This is what the Lord requires of us all  - not perfection – but to see our sin, repent, and turn to faith in Jesus’s righteousness. 
Paul loves his Jewish brethren so much that he will say in the letter to the Romans that if it were possible he would almost choose that he himself be accursed and suffer God’s wrath in hell if it meant that his Jewish brothers / sisters would come to know and believe the gospel.
In condemning Jesus to death the Jewish leaders ____________ all that was spoken and written about Jesus by the very words of the prophets they read every Sabbath. 
_____________ is to be our authority and guide in all things.
David wasn’t speaking about himself when he wrote in Psalm 16 “you will not let your Holy One see corruption”; rather he was writing about Jesus, the Holy One who would not be abandoned to death but rather raised up to life by ______________.  
There may be no more precious words in all the Bible than “by Him everyone who believes is freed from ____________”(every sin).  
It is only by faith, trust, and repentance in Jesus that anyone is set free (forgiven of sin) because -Jesus has ______________ demands that God’s holiness requires. 
Verse 39 says that forgiveness of sin is available to anyone (“to everyone who believes”). This means forgiveness is available to __________.
The great danger that these here in this synagogue hearing Paul – and even us here today is hearing these great truths of God’s sovereign work to save and then refusing to _____________ to it in faith and repentance.

Blanks: hard; uncomfortable; synagogue; choice; sovereign; glory; God; Jesus’s; understanding; repent; fulfilled; Scripture; God; everything; satisfied; me; respond; 
Congregational Reading – Matthew 10: 29 – 31

“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? 
 And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.
 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 
Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 

