SERMON NOTES
To The Ends of the Earth
A Sermon Series Through the Book of Acts
“The Ministry of the Pew” 
Acts 12: 25 – 13: 3

Barnabas and Saul returned to the local church at _____________ after bringing the financial gift sent to the church at Jerusalem.

While our growth in Christ happens in many ways, the pattern we see in the New Testament is that the gathered ______________ worship of God by His people is the primary means that He has designed for the believer’s discipleship.

The common pattern, model, and command that we see throughout the New Testament is that each local church is to be lead and guided by a plurality of leaders, pastors (___________). These men shepherd the souls of the congregation (Titus 1: 5; 1 Peter 5:14; Acts 14:23; James 5:14; Hebrews 13:17; Acts 20:17). 

Simeon, Lucius, and Manaen were raised up, trained, and grown up in Christ in order to be able to serve the church in this critical role – all by the faithful discipleship of their __________ _____________.

The Bible teaches us that a ______________ is one who helps others grow into Christlikeness. 

In addition to the primary means of gathered and corporate worship, God calls every believer to help other believers __________ into Christlikeness (Titus 2: 1 -10; Romans 14:19; Romans 15:14)

Though subtle, each of these names mentioned in v1 teach us a great deal about the work of the _____________, the work that He local church at Antioch was to engage in, and what we want to be engaged in as well at FBCT. 

Barnabas, whose real name was Jospeh, was called “Barnabas” by the apostles, which means son of _______________ (Acts 4:36).

In so many ways, Barnabas was what the church then needed and the church still today desperately needs. He was a _______________ (Acts 9: 26-28).

Manaen, Simeon, and Lucius each grew in their faith as they were discipled in the corporate gathering and were taught to live out their faith in practicality and also through the individual mature believers who came alongside them and said “follow with me as I follow Christ”. These regular but powerful means of grace that God has given to His church were the ____________ by which these men grew up in the Lord and became leaders in the church. 

These men also teach us about the beautiful ______________ that the gospel brings to the local church.

The church at Antioch understood that Barnabas and Saul were their ______________ fulfilling the Great Commission of Jesus as an extension of them.

The ministry of the pew looks like
· Faithful and regular ______________ at gathered corporate worship 
· ______________– coming along side another less mature in Christ and helping them grow.
· Praying for the service each week
· Praying for your ____________ to be prepared as you read the text to be preached
· Praying for the one who will be ____________ that text 
· Praying for yourself and _________ around you as you are worshipping during the service
· Arrive _________ and stay _________looking for those whom you have not seen in a while or guests, make it a note to talk with them after 
· Ask the Lord whom He would have you to speak to after the service, welcome, confront, or ____________ with this week to encourage and pray with 
· Arrive with the intention to leave with someone’s prayer ____________


Blanks: Antioch; corporate; elders; local church; Christian; grow; gospel; encouragement; peacemaker; means; diversity; missionaries; attendance; Discipling; heart; preaching; others; early & late; meet; request; 

Congregational Reading – Romans 15:14



 I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able to instruct one another.



