SERMON NOTES
Deacon Ordination Service
“If You Know These Things, Blessed Are You If You Do Them”
John 13: 1 – 17

Scripture teaches us that the Lord Jesus gave to churches just two local offices:  the office of elder and ______________ (1 Timothy 3:  1 – 13; Philippians 1:1).

These two offices of the church serve in different ways, authority, and roles but each with the same ______________: the advancement of the gospel and the unity of the church.  

Deacons are model servants recognized by a congregation because of their character that they might assist the elder / pastors by spotting and meeting tangible needs, promoting church unity, and helping to facilitate the ministry of the _________________.  

In Acts 6:1, satan attempts his oldest and favorite scheme: bringing disunity, ___________, and grumbling, amidst and amongst God’s people. 

When conflict arises and the tension is turned up in the church; when the enemy is seeking to bring infighting into a local church – it is those who serve in the role of deacon who are given the awesome task of being _____________ and conflict resolvers in the church (Acts 6: 1-7).

Deacons are those who turn the temperature of conflict down, not up in a church. They are peaceable people who ___________ to stop the enemy’s ebbs and bring peace to the church.

Deacons are given to the church in order help shoulder and bear the load of the elders (pastors) by meeting tangible _____________ that arise in the church (Acts 6: 1-7).

In Acts 6, God shows us that the important task of Word ministry and the critical work of ___________ ministry was simply too much for one group to handle alone – and to that end the honorable office of deacon was born.

Far more important than all the many things a deacon does is who a deacon ___________: how they carry and conduct themselves in private and public life.   

The church is commanded to evaluate those chosen as deacon based only on their ___________, wisdom, and how the Spirit’s work is seen in their life (Acts 6:3; 1 Timothy 3: 8- 13).

_____________ is who you are overall. The character of a deacon is one who is seeking to – by God’s grace - walk in faith, obedience, and repentance to Christ.

1 Timothy 3: 8-13 is the expectation for every Christian. The deacon then is to be a model and an ______________ of this to the church to the end that other believers see them and the way they live and aspire to - by the same grace and Holy Spirit – walk in those ways. 

Deacons are to model Christlike ______________ to the entire congregation.

The Greek the word translated servant in the Bible is διακονέω, where we get our English word, ______________.

Being a _____________ of others, sacrificially laying oneself down to meeting needs of another, is what every believer is called to but it is those who serve as deacon who are to be the model examples of what this looks like in practicality.

_______________ chose to use this word διακονέω in Matthew 20:28 when He said that He came “not to be served but to serve” (literally: not to “be deaconned” but to “deacon”).

The servant’s ___________ of Himself is the example that Jesus gives us and this too is what you are called to example for us as deacons. 

This act of service (washing the disciples’ feet) and most certainly the greater act of service that Jesus would soon do on the cross was born out of the ____________ He had for them. 

The love that Jesus loved with was unmerited, unearned, and unconditioned on you and our behavior or worthiness. This is the well from which the deacon’s ministry must flow from: _____________ love for others. 

At the supper - the edge of the cross that He is about to endure for sin - on Jesus mind is _____________. How can He diakoneō those around Him, His brothers? How might He meet a necessary need they had in that moment?

Jesus shows in John 13 that the heart of servant is one that has others on their ____________ no matter what is going in their own life and circumstance. This is what deacons are called to example and model for the church in their lives.


In washing their feet, Jesus shows the disciples and us here what it means to be a deacon - a servant – to do the work of the ______________ and that which no one else is willing to do. 


Jesus commands every believer to adopt the attitude of a servant, the attitude that humbles oneself to meet a need. The attitude that doesn’t wait to look around for another meet a need. The attitude that doesn’t count yourself as too important to do what is necessary. The heart that is willing to _____________ yourself in order to serve another – this is the way of the Savior and this is the example of humble service that those who serve as deacons are to lift up for the church to see and follow. 



Blanks: deacon; goal; recognized; Word; complaining; peacemakers; labor; needs; deed; is; reputation; Character; example; servanthood; deacon; servant; Jesus; heart; love; selfless; service; mind; lowliest; lower; 
Acts 6: 1 - 7
Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.
7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.
1 Timothy 3: 8 - 13
Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. 9 They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. 10 And let them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless. 11 Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things. 12 Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing their children and their own households well. 13 For those who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.
