SERMON NOTES
To The Ends of the Earth
A Sermon Series Through the Book of Acts
“Four Miracles”
Acts 9:32 – 42

The work of God is going on all the time by faithful believers. We may not be aware of all of it, but Jesus is always working through the _____________ labors of His people. 

Peter’s faithfulness to serve God and go where He tells him, as well as the faithful believers who obeyed God’s call and first brought the gospel from their homes to Lydda have all collided into this moment - in God’s good sovereignty – for Aeneas to be “____________” by Peter. 

Peter commanded Aeneas to rise and make his bed in order to display that Aeneas had been fully ______________. Aeneas would no longer need a bed and be bound to it, his former way of life was over and he could now care for himself.
 
Aeneas’ healing from Jesus was full and sudden, instant and _____________. 

Tabatha was an active, vibrant, and _____________ part of the local church in Joppa. 

Satan is not ultimately sovereign over disease, death, and even life. God is doing something here in the suffering of Tabitha - as He always is. ______________ is good and does good - even in sufferings like disease, illness, and death.

_______________ expresses our dependence and need for God. 

These two healings remind us of Jesus because they are _______________ - this is His work of Jesus through His people.

______________ were not then – and to whatever extent we may see God do the miraculous today – never meant to be an end in and to themselves. Ultimately, they are intended to bring about a greater miraculous work of God: the turning of a person’s heart to the gospel. 

The Bible teaches us that the sinners coming to salvation is the _____________ work of God – even greater than earthly miracles (Luke 10:20). 

The Bible wants us to know exactly who we are apart from the gospel and what God has done through Jesus and through the Spirit to ____________ that (Colossians 1:13).

The Bible teaches us that left to _____________ - apart from Christ breaking into our lives - you and I are not lovers of the light that Jesus brings to the world, rather we are lovers of the darkness, lovers of sin, lovers of ourself, lovers of our own desires, wants, and passions (John 3:19). 

All people are _______________ in sin and slaves to sin until God makes us alive in Christ (John 5:24; 8:34).  

_________________ in ourselves – without the work of the gospel in our hearts - Jesus is not precious to us, He is not our treasure (1 Corinthians 2:14). 

Without God’s work in our heart salvation is ______________ for us (Matthew 19: 25-26).

If _____________ don’t understand who I am apart from Christ and why I must be saved and made alive, then I will misunderstand the gospel. 

God has not left us in this state of sin, rebellion, and death. He has come to us to live as we do in this fallen world under the curse of sin in full and complete obedience to God. In order to give His life as that perfect and sinless offering to God on our behalf He rose again from death and defeated the curse that sin brought. And those words said to Adam and Eve “if you eat of this tree, you will surely die” became no more because the power of sin and sin’s curse, death, was broken by God the Father who sent God the Son to save us. 

When God the Spirit opens our eyes to see this and causes us to turn form our sin and to believe in all that Jesus has done – that is the greatest miracle we can know - for the dead in sin are made alive in Christ. 

Blanks: faithful; found; healed; complete; critical; God; Prayer; Jesus; Miracles; greatest; change; ourselves; dead; Naturally; impossible; I;

Congregational Scripter Reading – Genesis 2: 15-17; 3: 1 -7


The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die… 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’”  But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
