SERMON NOTES
To The Ends of the Earth
A Sermon Series Through the Book of Acts
“The Evidence of A Changed Life” 
Acts 9: 20 – 31

How soon did Saul – after he was saved – start telling people about Jesus - that He was the Son of God and the Savior for sin? ____________.

This is a sign of the gospel work in our heart’s: that we want people to know – we want to declare to others – the truth of the _____________.

The description of Saul in verse 22 as increasing “all the more in strength” – is a reference to the Spirit’s work to _______________ Saul: God the Spirit increasing Saul’s capacity to know and enjoy Jesus. 

The power of the gospel is in the Spirit’s use of our ____________ to share it.

The knowledge of Jesus and the gospel is not meant to _____________ and end with me. It is meant to be shared with others, so they can come to know Jesus and so that He can be worshipped too by them.

As Saul was increasing in strength in the Spirit - growing in knowledge of the Lord – the natural effect and overflow was on his ___________. 

For all believers, as we grow in ________________ there will be a noticeable and increasing difference in our lives. 

Our lives as believers are meant to be ______________ of Jesus’s power to save and change and a witness to the difference that Jesus makes in our lives as He increasingly conforms and shapes us into His image.

The primary goal of my salvation is that _____________ would be made into the image of Jesus. Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her, that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the Word.
___________ saved Saul so that he could tell others about Him to the end that they might be saved. 

Paul knew that the gospel of grace came to him for his salvation – that he might be pardoned and forgiven of his sin and rebellion against God. Paul also knew that was not the final aim of it; the final aim was that God would be glorified by his sharing of the gospel to ___________. 

Believer, your salvation was not meant to end with you, rather you were saved that you might tell others about Jesus to the end that they might come to know the ____________ and then tell others. 

The gospel is designed to go out to all the world – to all places and to all peoples - this is the calling Saul received and also the calling every church receives. Every _____________ is called to be engaged in this mission of bringing the gospel to all people (Acts 1:8).

The promise from Jesus to Ananias back in verse16 of the suffering that he would encounter was not arbitrary, random, or without purpose from God. He was guiding and using these things to mold Saul into the ____________ of Christ.

God at different times in our live a – in different ways and for different lengths of time – calls each of us to _____________ too. God is guiding and using it for the purpose of molding us more into the image of Christ.

Suffering is one of the greatest tools that God uses to sanctify us into the image of His Son because suffering and trials serve to reveal our ___________ hearts and sin struggles that we might otherwise be unaware of in ways that times of prosperity does not. God will use suffering to reveal where corners of untrust and self-dependence may still be present.

Application

If I claim to know Christ, is the fruit of the gospel seen in my life? 

Do I live my life with urgency that people will come to know the gospel? 

Since I’ve become a Christian, is there noticeable evidence of change in my life? Do others see this and take notice?

In suffering, do I see that I can trust God and how He is using it to sanctify me into the image of His Son, grow my trust and deference, and increase my capacity to know and enjoy Him?

Am I a peacemaker like Barnabas? Satan loves disunity and the Lord needs Barnabases in His church that come alongside and seek to bring peace and unity, lest the church and the spread of the gospel be harmed.



Blanks: Immediately; gospel; sanctify; obedience; terminate; life; sanctification; evidence; I; God; others; gospel; church; image; suffering; true; 


Congregational Scripture Reading – Colossians 3: 5 – 15

Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.  On account of these the wrath of God is coming. In these you too once walked, when you were living in them.  But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 
Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.  Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.
Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful.

