SERMON NOTES
To The Ends of the Earth
A Sermon Series Through the Book of Acts
“Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus, Just from Sin and Self to Cease” 
Acts 8: 9 – 25

God calls each of us as everyday believers to use both the blessings and sufferings of our lives as _______________ to take the gospel to others. 

The gospel always _______________ and changes the one who truly has it - sometimes slower than we want – but always increasingly and noticeable.

_______________ is crucial to the people of God and vital to the spread of the gospel. This is why we are commanded in Scripture to be eager to maintain it (Ephesians 4:3) and to do whatever we can – so far as it depends on us to be at peace with each other (Romans 12:18).

When the gospel flows forward causing people to be saved, lives to be changed, and drawn closer to God there will always be ________________ and an ebb from satan.

Simon held some sort of spell and _____________ of power – no doubt by satan – over the people of Samaria as Luke tells us twice in verses 10 and 11 that all the people paid attention to him. 

The people thought Simon was someone great and no doubt Simon himself believed that he was someone ____________. 

Simon had an elevated view of himself and his sinful heart ate up every moment of it – as all sinful hearts are _______________ to do.

The signs and miracles – what they could give and do to elevate him is – is what really _____________ Simon.

The coming of the Spirit reveals something else: that Simon’s belief – at least at this point - was not ______________ and sincere.

Amazed by the signs and miracles first performed by Phillip and now enthralled at the manifestation of the pouring out of the Spirit on the Samaritans, Simon does not ask to receive the Spirit himself but rather that he might personally ______________ and profit off it by being given the power to give the Spirit to others. 

This moment right here reveals Simon’s heart: that he wants God not for God but for what he thinks he can get from God for his own self glory and his own _____________.

When it comes to the gospel it is always about the _____________.

True saving faith is about the transformation of the heart. Faith must take root in the heart and produce true _________________ and ________________. 

The matter of true salvation is that your heart had been _____________ transformed and changed by the gospel.  

Peter’s rebuke does what all rebukes are intended to do: reveal the _________________ of the sin.  It was a loving and gracious thing from Peter to show Simon his sin and call him to repentance.

Coming to terms with who _____________ really am is the crucial pre-requisite to truly understanding and believing the gospel.

The problem for Simon had is not all that ______________ to him.

The reality that the Bible paints and the reality that our own lives, hearts, and desires reveal - if we are honest with them and ourselves – is that sin and self are so deep and far reaching in all of us that our problem is not that we think too lowly about ourselves but rather too _____________ of ourselves.


John the Baptist knew what Simon didn’t know: that we must think rightly about ourselves and about _____________ (John 3:30).

The ______________ assumes that we already love ourselves enough – too much even (Mark 8:34; Matt 7:12).

The Bible knows that we all love ourselves with intensity, fervency, and effortlessly. That caliber of love for self that comes natural to all of us is what we are to tap into and reorient it toward _____________ and to ____________ (Matthew 22: 37 - 40). 

The heart of the gospel message is not who you are but _____________ you can become.

_____________ is the devastating enemy of salvation. 

Simon needed to repent and see himself as he really was, not “the power of God that is called great” but a sinner in _____________ of a Savior. 

The unforgiveable sin is to _____________ to humble yourself, see your sin and need for Christ, and turn to Him in faith and repentance. 




Blanks: opportunities; transform; Unity; opposition; influence; great; prone; captivated; genuine; benefit; self-praise; heart; repentance & perseverance; enduringly; seriousness; I; unique; much Jesus; Bible; enough; God & others; whose; Pride; need; refuse; 
Congregational Scripture Reading – Luke 8: 4 – 8; 11-15
And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to him, he said in a parable “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked it. And some fell into good soil and grew and yielded a hundredfold.” As he said these things, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear…Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away. And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.

