SERMON NOTES
To The Ends of the Earth
A Sermon Series Through the Book of Acts
“Th Ebb of Opposition and the Flow of Gospel Faithfulness” 
Acts 6: 1 – 8: 1

The main threat in Acts 6: 1 – 6 is the attack of the _______________ of those within the church from satan. 

This disunity – as all disunity in the church – threatened to splinter and _______________ the early church as one group against another or one group against the apostles / pastors. 

The seriousness of unity and the seriousness of this latest ebb from satan required the ______________ to decisively act. 

In Acts 6 we see the first example of the _______________ministry arise: servants who quell tension and make peace in the church so that the pastors are freed up to devote themselves to the most crucial ministry of the church - the Word and prayer. 

Deacons are ______________ makers in the life of the church in the ways they actively work to keep unity and meet needs.

Stephen was like all of the faithful men and women that we meet in Acts: an _______________ man used by God for extraordinary purposes.

Stephen was full of _____________ toward others and full of ______________ as a witness for Jesus (Acts 1:8). 

The good news and glory of the gospel is that ____________, as a believer, have the same Holy Spirit that Stephen had. I too, can yield to the Spirit in the same way he did and bare its fruit in my life. 

It is the power of ______________ in Stephen that enabled him to this and it is the same power of God in you that can and will enable me for whatever ways He chooses to use me.  

Verse fifteen is saying loudly that Stephen is not blaspheming Moses and he is not opposed to Moses; rather,  he is ____________ Moses: one who communes with God and tells the people the truth from God. 

What we learn from Stephen’s words is that he– armed with gospel boldness and the love of Jesus – is going to seek to make at least _____________things clear to the Sanhedrin:

· He is not a _______________ Stephen has the highest honor for them as his Jewish brothers and leaders and most importantly for God.
· He is not speaking against the temple or the law, instead, he wants them to understand their own ______________ of the law and the temple.
· If they continue to reject _______________, they are following in the footsteps of their fathers who have always rejected God’s chosen One. 

Notice and do not miss the way in which Stepehen _____________ to his opponents: he doesn’t respond in harshness but rather in grace.

Here is the reality for believers:  the ________________ to which we show grace to others is directly relational to the degree in which we understand the grace shown to us by God (Colossians 3:12 – 14; Mathew 18:21-35).  

Being a believer doesn’t mean that because of some misguided understanding of love you never speak _____________ to error. 

Loving someone the _____________ way means that we are willing to bring correction to them whenever they are in error (1 Corinthians 13:6).  

Stephen is seeking to show the Sanhedrin that he is not speaking against the law and the temple, rather he wants them to understand their own idolatry of the ____________ and the ______________. 

It is by ___________ and not the law that Abraham was justified, as it is with all people. 

Stephen is saying that God’s presence was never _______________to the presence of the temple or the tabernacle. 

When the law did eventually come at Mt. Sinai through Moses Stephen makes the point that is obvious: the people didn’t _____________ it (7: 38-41).

Stephen is in this speech sharing the gospel with them, showing them from their own shared history that they must respond to God correctly by trusting in _____________. 

Stephen was a model and example for us all in that he ____________ like Jesus and ___________ like Jesus.

Saul / Paul became the answer to Stephen’s ______________. 	

Stephen can’t save you but Stephen’s _____________ can. 
Blanks: unity; separate; church; deacon; difference; ordinary; grace & power; I; God; like; three; blasphemer; idolatry; Jesus; responds; proportion; truth; Biblical; law & temple; faith; confined; obey; Jesus;  lived & died; prayer; savior.
Congregational Scripture Reading – Matthew 26: 57 -68

Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders had gathered.  And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the end.  Now the chief priests and the whole council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they might put him to death, but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward and said, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.’” And the high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against you?” But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.”  Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”  Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your judgment?” They answered, “He deserves death.”  Then they spit in his face and struck him. And some slapped him,  saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that struck you?”
