To The Ends of the Earth
A Sermon Series Through the Book of Acts
A Theology of Suffering” 
Acts 5: 17 – 5: 42

The Greek word translated “_______________” in verse 41 is the word χαίρω, a word to describe joyful worship from the heart. 

The book of Acts is both prescriptive and descriptive. Acts 5:41 is a _____________ command to be followed. 

One of the ways God grants our desire to live a godly life is through the means of _____________ (2 Timothy 3:12).

My suffering is not in vain. It is not random. _____________wants to and will accomplish something in me through it.

Just as suffering is not silent in our lives, the __________ is also not silent on the fact that the Christian experiences sufferings and how we should relate to those sufferings. 

The first brick that we need to lay a foundation for a theology of suffering is to understand that the end goal of salvation is our ________________. That is, Jesus died to save, to forgive, but most of all He died for you to make you holy (Eph 5: 24-27).

Sanctification is a ___________ work of both God and man that makes Christians more and more free from sin and more and more like Christ in their actual lives.  

Suffering is one of the greatest tools that God uses to sanctify us into the _____________ of His son.

Paul says not only are peace, justification, grace, and forgiveness things that should motivate us to worshipful rejoicing, but also sufferings, because of what they _____________ in us (Romans 5: 1-5).

In suffering what we ____________ must be the guide not our feelings. 

In suffering, one of the ways we rejoice in them is by ______________ that God is sanctifying us: producing through them in us endurance, character, and hope. 

Suffering serves to teach us that the faith God has given us in Christ is a faith that _____________. 

Suffering has a _______________:  to produce something in us.

What kind of suffering are we to count, reckon, add up and find their sum total as joy? ___________ suffering and trial we face (James 1: 2 – 4).

We count our suffering as ____________, not in and of itself, but for what it serves to produce in us.

The testing of our faith (suffering and trials) produces _______________.

In suffering we must trust and believe that God is in every moment always ____________, always _____________, and always _______________ (Psalm 119:68).

Our next brick: we rejoice in our sufferings because suffering and trials serve to ___________ our true hearts and sin struggles that we might otherwise be unaware of and in ways that times of prosperity do not.

We are our true selves not when it’s 72 and sunny but when it’s -32 and a _____________.

God will sometimes use suffering to show us where corners of _______ and untrust of Him may still be present (John 11).

It is not that Jesus doesn’t care or is indifferent about their suffering, but precisely because He _______________ them that the illness and then death comes to them - so that they can learn to see him for who He really is: the Resurrection and the Life (John 11: 3 – 6).

Jesus knows that the greatest threat to Mary and Martha is not the suffering of illness and death of their brother but rather that they learn to ____________ and believe fully in who Jesus has said He was.

Jesus knows that our greatest _____________ is sanctification, not relief from our suffering. 

Our next brick: suffering connects us to Jesus: serving to grow our love, affection, and causes us to increase our value of Him more as we understand more and more about His choice to embrace suffering for us.

______________ to Jesus increases our capacity to enjoy Jesus and suffering is one way we follow in Jesus’ steps. 

The person who is hurting you (causing your suffering) is not in _______________ (1 Peter 2:23).

The Bible tells us the good that God promises to work in all things is the good of being _______________ to the image of His Son (sanctification) (Romans 8: 28 – 29). 

God does not do or cause evil, harm, and suffering to you. He is not the author of that in your life. God doesn’t turn evil into good. God __________ evil for good (Genesis 50:20).

Suffering serves to show others that Christ is most ______________ in our life.




Blanks: rejoicing; prescriptive; suffering; God; Bible; sanctification; progressive; image; produce; know; trusting; endures; purpose; Every; joy; steadfastness; good & wise & loving; reveal; blizzard; unbelief; loves; trust; need; Conformity; control; conformed; uses; valuable; 
Congregational Scripture Reading: 2 Corinthians 1: 3 – 7

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort,  who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 

For as we share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.

 If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which you experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort.


