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Journey to the Manger
An Advent Sermon Series
[bookmark: _Hlk117063905]“Come and See What God Has Done”
Luke 1: 26-56

____________ should be for the Christian, an intentional season when it is our joy to gather together and take ourselves back to those events, moments, and truths that surround the coming of Christ to us.

____________was likely not the place that any Jewish person might be looking for the promised Messiah  to come. 

The town of ____________had a reputation of being corrupt and shady and careless in its observance of Jewish laws and rituals.

The ____________ whom God had chosen was not one of resource or advantage.

The Greek word translated “____________ ____________” occurs only here in the New Testament and is a stronger word than simply describing “fear”. It is an intense description of curiosity, concern, and great perplexation.  
For what Christmas is and for it to have even an ounce of the wonderful miracle of grace that it is, then like Mary, you and I must understand we too deserve not the ____________of God.
The Bible teaches us that no one deserves God’s grace and no one deserves the miracle of ____________.
Christ’s coming to be born, to live, and to die is a grace and a favoring that has been given to those who truly ____________ and truly ____________.
The ____________born from Mary will be great. He will be Son of the Most High and He will rule and reign in the promises that God had made in centuries past to David for His throne and kingdom that will not come to an end.
The life created by the Spirit in Mary’s womb was one that has always been, ___________.
The child came to us through childbirth – the same we all come into this world – therefore being fully ___________.
The child came to us through the power of the Holy Spirt – from a virgin birth – and therefore is called holy - fully ___________. He did not inherit a sin nature, a heart of stone, a rebellious heart that is like you were born with.
To be ___________was a firm commitment to marriage and was essentially the first part of marriage and was legally binding.
Facing all of the unknown of what could be, Mary, by the grace of God at work in her, says with confidence “I am the ___________of the Lord, let it be to me according to your word”.
To truly know God is not just found in words alone- it has to be joined by ___________.
[bookmark: _GoBack]___________ to what God has said is true evidence that someone has actually encountered the grace of God genuinely. 
True ___________ of God involves a disposition of the whole self.
Blanks: Advent; Galilee; Nazareth; Mary; greatly troubled; favor; Christmas; repent & believe; child; Jesus; human; God; betrothed; servant; action; Submission; knowledge;

Congregational Scripture Reading – John 1: 1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.  In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.
The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him.  He came to his own,[b] and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
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