


At the coffee station!



Having established 
through available 

ancient, sometimes 
hostile accounts…



Jesus existed as a 
historical person and 

was crucified, what do 
we do next?



14 And if Christ has not been 
raised, our preaching is useless 
and so is your faith. 15 More than 

that, we are then found to be 
false witnesses about God, for 

we have testified about God that 
he raised Christ from the dead.
1 Corinthians 15 – written 54 AD



Question the witnesses again?



They have been deceased for 
2,000 years!

…we have their journals 
to work with



They have been deceased for 
2,000 years!

…which ones do we 
spend our time on???



Recent films based on 
“Infancy gospel of 

Thomas”

and 
“Protoevangelium 

of James”



Written too 
late

False 
authorship

Not commonly 
accepted in 
early church
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The rest of the New Testament
“eyewitness’ journals”

patristic 
references

earliest 
copies

Paul’s letters

Are the eyewitness’ 
journals authentic?

“alleged” 
resurrection

Gallio
inscription

Nero’s
death

2nd Temple
destroyed



Accounts were being 
taught, preached, handed 
down, written within the 

lifetime of Jesus’ 
contemporaries



Celsus “The True Word”
170 AD?

Witnesses in gospels unreliable

Why no big public post 
resurrection appearances

Copied from pagan mythology

Contradictions

A bodily resurrection rejected 
because of repugnance



No first century 
competing contradictory 
accounts denying Jesus’ 

resurrection as a hoax, lie, 
exaggeration etc



Not “proof” of the 
resurrection



Evidence beyond reasonable 
doubt the accounts are from 

the eyewitnesses and 
authors believed them
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